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CHAPTER 1. 

The Land of the Oppressed! 

T IIE su1Jer-sul)1narinc-, l)iont~cr, at l'P~t 

a. 111iJe fro111 tho sho,re of the la.kt"), 
\Yu.~ o. ~c-~11u of co11~ider.a.lJle activitv. 

·1,he grL"'1rt toboO'o-(tu-like devices by 
"'~ ' ,vhich she IN.td lH~l'Il eua.bled to skin1 be11eat}1 

the l'olar ice, ,ver(~ l,cing <lis111ant.]cd, a11d 
t h e g r eat v e =' s c I, n 1 or c l i kc a l u x ll r i o tt s p r i , .. a t e 
_y.acht than a sub111ari11e1 ,v.a5 resun1ing l•L'r 
nor111al n,...a.~ tippca.r:lnce. lnvcnt.e<l by Sir 
llob:1-rt l\f,annen-s, a11d o,v11ed b_y I .. orcl Dorri-
111orc-\v ho ,vcre borl1 on l>o.ard-~l1e \•,·a:i 
indeed a vc~.:el to be proucl of. 

~~or her achieve111cnt, Orl her 111aiden 
voy.agP, \Y,Ls ono of 5U}lreme \\·ondcr. Div i11g 
bc11eatl1 the etcrrwil ice 
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safl:Iy i11 an a111azing _.\ retie ha ver1-a great 
Oll.Sts, surrou11ded by gigantic n1ounta.i11 
llPak~, ,vhPrc tlie ai111osphcrc \\·as ,,·ell-11igl1 
,ul>-tro11icaL By forci11g }1er \Vc.lj' t!1rough a 
subtt:'rr.anean tunnel, at the lJ.ase of the 
111ouutai1ls, s~ic l1ad l)roved 1tl'l'self 111ightit.?r 
tha11 ~at11re itself. 

'' Phew I ~oborl_y ca11 say th.at our a.rrival 
in Northcstria ,v.a~n't exciting!'' re111arkcf1 
Ni1)per, t!1e cheery ca.tita.in of tho St. J.i"rank'3 
Rc1novt~, (ld he !eaned over one of tl1c rail., 
on the pro111enatlo deck. u l'n1 ,vondering if 
Cl\d,ric \vill o..tte111pt any att.a.ck." 

'' lle'<.i bettr,~· 11ot ! ,, s.aill I-land forth, the 
l}llrly, ~aggressive leader of Study D. '' By 
G eO'fge ! I-'et hi n1 try ! I'd like him to gi vo 
us a11 excu.;c to s.c nd 11 irn and his rotten crew 

to the bottom of the 
of tho 1\rctic, s!10 had 
nosecl her ,,·.ay h ttnd reds 
J f n, i led _r1orth \'• a rds, 
through Ill)/Stcrious, 11n• 
l' JI a rt(\(_] SC' a ~. 

Antl rH) "'v ~h~ \,T~1s 

St. Frank's Schoolboys 
Put Gotbland Army 

-To The Rout ! 

lake t ), 
..:\rcl1ie 

s ighe(I. 
GJc11 t-hornt= 

"1'111 af r.aid, Hand_y, 
old thing, that there\, 
a frightfully blood-
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th i r5t-~y st~a in in Jrou r c-11 a ract0r," he 5'.tid. 
sltl(tking 11 is head. .. .. Not th.at 1·m op1)oi,ecl 
to t11is }Jrese11t scl1eme. I'm all for it. Tl1c 
d~ader l\~dric can be, tl1e betterJ ,v11at '; n 

'' l'n1 g·1u.d to hear yott s.ay so~'' gro\vlecl 
II6.ndfort}1. .. Btirning people iar: the stake 
is a Lit thick ! \'1' e onl.y· 1a.rri, .. ed i11 tl1c 11ick 
of ti111c to sa.vc P1rir1cess 1\ilerci.a fror11 th.at 
gl1.ast l:,r f1ate. That sort of hidcotts crt1C' 1 r.r 
isn · t -clone no·" .. ada)'S. ,, , 

'' It all .depends ,vh.a.t ~,♦ Oll n1ean, Brotl1er 
l-l,a.n{l forth. by ' no\\-a.do~ys,' " ob.served 
.\Vil liam N.a.poleon Bro,,-ne. tl1e long, 10011 

oa.ptai11 of the St. Fro.11k's Fiftl1, .as he joinc-d 
the group. '' I would poi11t out t.oo.t the 
period, i11 this country, is son1e,.vhere in the 
reg ion of 1131. ...t\.n ll you 1 n 11 .... ~n t t. ('\t_-~ rlo-ok 

• 

tl1c fact tiiat in :\Icrrie Engla11<l, of tl1at 
cl;.tto, •bu;rning .at tl1e sto..ke ,vas & c·on1n1011 
e11ougl1 pleosa.ntry. ,, 

'- Y ot1' re r igl1t, Brov,ync," so.id Ni1lper, 11od­
cii11g. '' 'l'hesc 1>eople are a.bout cigl1t hun• 
d1red ~vc.aTs behind the times. Thev'rc atilt 

~ ~ 

in tho Middle Ages. Here, in Nortl1cstria, 
t l1ero are f cudnl castles, overlords, seirfs, a11d 
.all the..t sort of tl1ing. At1d it's ,be>~t to forget 
tha.t ,ve·re roolly i11 the twentieth centttry 
,vhe11 ,ve revie,v tho customs of tl1is 
countr.r ." 

Tho I.and of No1·thcstria, whicl1 rolled 
a.,vtiy in fertile hills e..nd va.lleys .all .along 
tho sl1ores of 1:hc lake, ,,·as, indeed. a 
mediev·.a l rre 1 ic. It ex:tendccl ha.c-lc for lt u u­
dreds of miles to tl1c impa~~a.ble rnount,:i.iu 
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rG.J1go t.hat raised its lo{ty peaks i11to the 
ete~al n1ists a.bo,·e·. On -the other side of 
t.110 lake, which stretcl1ed like e. great inland 
sea, ,v.as the sn1aller cotlntry of Gotl1land. 

The St. Frank's fello,,~s knew this Arctic 
oasis ,vell ; they Md -been l1ere 011ce bcf oTc, 
and they had helped the Northe;;r ria11s to 
re.pel the Gotl1land invad&s. 

But since then the Gothlanders, under a 
11e,v leader, kno,vn as Cedric the Cruel, bad 
s,vept t1pon the peaccf ul Northestri&nst &11d 
l1ad co11quercd them. Now Northestria wa:1 
o,·errun by tho Got-h1and soldiers, and tho 
peace-lo, .. i.J1g people ,vere ur1dcr the tyrant's 
heel. 

For n1011tl1s, Ethelbert the Red, the ex­
Rcgc11t of Northestri&, had been exiled in 
the Got.h]and fortrees, arid he he.d managed 
to sc11d 011t an appeal for help in & sooled 
bottle. He had, indeed, se11t hundreds of 
these bottle,;, :and one of tl1em h&d got into 
I~ord Dorrin1ore's han-d~. A11d so the mil­
Jio11.a.irc p~r had or~a.11iscd this e:q,cdition, 
a11d it had successf ul1y roo.ched Northestria. 

IIILE t.11~ boys ,vere talking on deck, 
e, dignified little scene w&s taking 
place do\vn in the spacious sa10011. 

.. Less than an hour &JO, Ethelbert 
tl1e Red &11d PrinccM Merci&, and · her 
brother, Prince Os,vy, had been rescued 
fro-n1 the sta.ke .. and cwrried out to the sub. 
,11aTinc. At Nelson Lee's suggestion, they 
had been granted an hot1r in ,vhich to re­
co,~er from tho. terrors of their appalling 
orde-al. lioan,vliile, their clothing "1'es 
tl1ric-d, and prepared again far use. 

Irene ~fanners an-d Doris Berkeley and & 
n~1mber of the other Moor Vic,v girls ··who 
"·ere on this trip, had pcrao1~lly a.ttcnded 
tl1e fair princess. She 110,v emerged from 
0110 of the· c.a..bins, showing very f c,v traces 
oi the ordeal through ,vhich · sho had· just 
passed. · 

EthelbcTt t11e Red &nd Pri11ce Os,vy 1-1,mo 
into t110 saloon, too, and on all tl1eir fe.ces 
ti1erc \vcrc cxprcSc:ions of heartfelt gratitud('. 

·DLtt before tl1ey co·uld utter & ,vord, or 
~)cforc ~clson Lee or Dorrie could address 
thc-111, a stout, ragged figtrro ran f or,,·ard 
and flu11g himself !at t110 feet of tho pri11cess. 
Re,Tere,1tly he kiss~d l1cr go\\-n. 

'' )f,ay the gods be prai~ed, f~iJr l\lajcst:y, 
for thy so.lvia.tion ! '' he said fervently, · tho 
tears strca111ing do,,?n his cl1ubby fece. 

'' \\
7hy, I ,O\V 'tis Wyn,vcd ! '' cried the 

pu·i11cess. '' W)rnwcd the J ovie..l ! Tl1e forn1er 
c)ar.tain of n1y bod.vguard ! '' 

'To. see thee alivl', s,vcet lfa)esty, is to 
Jive age.in!" ~a.id "T~,.n,vcd. ' .... .\nd thou, 
noble Pri11co o~,,.,y ? .l\y, a11d tl1ou, n1y loTd 
of Ethelbert ! These V."onders are s11ch that 
111et}1inks I shall. ,va.ke up fron1 a drrcam. '' 

''You ]1a,~o mttch to tha.11k Wynwcd for, 
Pri11ccss licrcia," said Nelson Lee quiet)~,. 
'' It \Ya.s he ,vho warned us of ,,.our i111n1inent .. 
peril; a11d bce&t1sc of his ti111cly \Yarning, 
l\·e ,vcre er1abled to save j"Ot1.'' 

·' Good \V.yn,vcd, all my thank~ arc for 
thee,'' oo,id · the princei"3S sof t.]y. 

'
4 .4y, but "·c 111ust 11ot forget t.l1e wondro11s 

sc-rvice our fcrie11ds f ron1 the outer world h&ve 
rendered us,'J sa.i<i Ethelbert tl1c Red vchc­
n1entl-y. '' It ,vers they, fair Mcrcia, ,vho 
saved us fron1 Cedric's e.cct1,rsed brt1ta.lity. 
Did I not oove faith, n1onth in and month 
ottt, that tl1cy ,vould con1e ?'' 

'' 'Tis ,,·ell that . yo should reproach me, 
Ethelbert," ea.id the p1·i11ccss. '' But for that 
.grre.at fo,ith of thine, -,ve might e'en now ~1,ave 
been dead.'' 

Ethelbert tur11ed to his rescuers. 
'' Since Cedric did overrun our countrJ·, . ,ve 

have been inoarcere.ted i11 the Gt111nUtro 
fortress in Goth land,'' he said. .. W c ,,·ere 
brought only to Narthestria, to die.'' 

''To be -burnt o.t the sta,kc before all your 
own loyal subjects,'' nodded Lord Dorri­
n1ore. '' \\"ell, ,ve've put a kink into Ce-dric's 
armour, I fGncy. A11d it's not the first kink, 
either.'' 

'' I vo,v, thy ,,·ords · be,vilder me,'' roid tl10 
princess, smiling. 

Siir H.900,rt Manners a.nd Captain \Villiams 
"'ere already charmed by these Noi-thestri.a.ns. 
Nelson Lee and Lord Dorri111ore, of course. 
l}fld met them on a former occasio11, a,11d 
they were groat friends. 

'' We ha.ve much to discuos, metl1inks," said 
the ex-Rcge11t. '' Eve11 now I n1&rvcl at tl1y 
coming, good DOUil'imore the Br.ave. By 
,vhat moo-ns didst. thot1 co11quer the frozen 
sc~ &11d tho mighty mottntains?'' 

'' That can ,v,ait, '' replied Dorrie briskls·. 
'' 1.,here' Jl be hoops of timo for us to talk 
over tho.t later. \\That we ,vant to know­
no,v-is tho precise condition in Northes­
tri&.'' 

'' Alru, I k110,v but little!'' replied Ethcl­
bcxt the Red EJadlv. 

.. Ot1r exile in Gothle..nd l1ath been co1n­
pletc,1' pttt in tho princees. '' \Ve knc,v 
aught of "'·hat took pl.ace i11 Northestri&­
savc, percha11cc, a rumo11r here e.11d there. 
But ,,·e do know tl1&t Cc-drio the Cruel ha th 
proclaimed hi1nsclf king, and that he he..th 
instituted a despotic rttle ,vhich is destroj· ing 
the spirits of all my forn1eT st1bjects. '' 

,. But that will be altered," declared Ethel­
bert confidentlv. '' Our deliverers are here, 
~,vcet- priµce58; And tl1ey ,vill p-unish tl1is 
Goth I.n11 d oaf I,. 

'' Y ct rcn1e111ber that 011r good f rie11ds 
number but a few,'' said l\leTcia. 

'' ... i\y, a. fc,v-but the cqua.l to an ern1y of 
·acthland curs I'' 1retorted Ethelbert~ 

.. I hope yot1r faith in 11s is justified,'' said 
Nc)s011 Lee, s111iling. '' Yott 111ay bo st1re, 
Ethelbert, that ,vc ,viii do cveryt.hing i11 our 
po,vcr to assist ~you. But ,vc did 11ot really 
con1c here to c11gago in war£ arc.'' 

'' Our n1ain object,'' sn.id Lord Dorri more. 
'

1 is to open t1p Northcstria. as a recognised 
country of the ,vorld. We want to put 
Northegtria on tl1e 111ap so that it ca11 be 
visited by tho pcop)cs of the ,vorld, so tl1at 
it can be t1scd ns a ,vonderful new holiday 
resort-. \Vith a con1plcte servjce of st1b­
n1nrine crt1iscrs organised, we can bring 
pro5pcrity to ~your cot1ntry. Moreove1' it is 
our desire to pln11t tl10 Bitish lag here, 
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so that for e,·crmore :you will ·be under the 
· protection of E11gland. _ It is our dream to 
add Northcstria to trae Em11ire. '' 

'' ... t\ drca1n in wl_1ich, good friend, ,vc hope 
to join," sa.id Ethelbert. '' Bttt wl1ilc Cedric 
ma1nta.i11s his tJrra11nous rule, na ugl1t of that 
nature can be done. His grip on tho land 
is like that of tl1c deadly octopus. Tl1at1 at 
least, I do know.'' 

"\Ve shall have to tr}' diplomatic 1nethods 
with l\lr. Cedric.'' said Dorrie. '' If we can . 
a,rcrt \\"ar, so mt1ch tho better. We'll gi,Te 
hirn his marcl1ing orders, and, if ho is fool 
cnougl1 to resist tl1om-wcll, it'll ha,"c to be 
_war. I'm not particular, either ,vay. '' 

He could \\"ell understand the North­
cstrians' hatred of the Gothland tyra11ts. 
Tho two peoples '\\·ere not of the same blood. 
In the dim ages of the past, tho Goth­
landers had found tl1cir ,vay i11to _._c oasis­
true descendants, 110 doubt, - of the early 
Goths. At a later date tl1cse otl1cr people, 
clco.rly sprt1ng from Anglo-Saxo11 stock, hnd 
become c11trappcd in the onsis, t.oo. • 

And for centuries tlic English-speaking 
people l1ad ttscd the Gotl1la11dcrs as sla ,~cs ; 
tl.1c11, uy slow development, friendlier re­
lations l1nd bcc11 csta.bl ishcd. 'l'hc Goth• 
landers \Ycrc no longer kept on tl1cir own 
sido of tl10 lake; co11siderablc trading l1ad 
been done bct,vcc11 tl10 t,Yo r_coplc:i, 11ntil at 
Jcngtl1 tl1c sim(Jle-mindcd Nortl1cstrians l1ad 
trc.atc(l ·tl1cm almost as equals. 

l11 tl1at they had made n mistake, for tho 
Gotl1landcrs, fired by their nc,v po,vcr, had~ 
desired cvc11 greater po,vcr: And no,v they 
were tl1c n1astcrs. The gcntlct kindly 
Northcstrians were being grottnd do,vn­
cnsla,·cd. 

.. Ha ,,.c I permission_ to speak, n1y lord?'' 
askecl Wl1'n,ved the Jovial, his face eager, 
liis c~,.es burni11g. 

~' Good f ric11d, speak on,'' said Etl1clbcrt 
the Red. 
~ ,. '11hcre can be no pnrlcying with Cedric 
tho Crt1el ! '' said \'\'·yn\\·ed tenscll"· '' He is 
t reacl-1crous, cunni11g, slj". \Vere you to sign 
rL ;treaty l\'itlt hi~, · 110 ,vottld. betray ye nt 
tl10 first cha11cc. A-:,', and all other Goth­
landers arc of tl1c san1c breed. There can ho 
no treaty ,vit.}1 sucl1 vermin!'' 

'' 'l,l1ro,v tl1cn1 nil out, ch?'' asked Dorrie 
brigl1tly. 

'' Northest.rin ,,,.ill not be sa~·c-d ttntil thcso 
Gothla11d hordes arc sent back across the 
lake to their O\l"'n accursed country,'' vowed 
;\V~'nwcd. "Alas. I sco not ho,v that can be 
clone. But I know of Northestria's agonies, 
rn)" lord, sinco I ha ,~e Ii ,~ed in serfdom there 
these last sc,,,en or eigl1t months.'' 

'' Hath Cedric such a grip on my f nir land, 
t.l1cn ? " asked the princess. 

.. '1,.is a grip of relentless iron,'' said the 
cx-capt.ain of tl1c bodyguard. "In Dt1nstanc, 
in Ix,,·ell, in e,"ery to,vn throt1ghotit tho 
land, Cedric hath erected great fortresses. 
He l,ath established garrisons by the score, 
nnd his soldiers are ernpo,vcred to deal out 
de.atl1 nnd tortt1rc as tl1c,, will.'' .. 

~' As bad as that, cl1 ?'' o.sked Lee gra,·cly. 

'' ~fartio.l la,v is 1n tore~ e,Ter~y,vlac · 11 
~,"cry peaceful ,,illagc arid l1amlet,'~- said 
\Vyn,, .. cd ficrcclJ·. '' Cedric l1ntl1 invested l1is 
soldiers with sttprc1nc po,,·cr. A Io,·a I 
Northcstrian hatl1 but to ,vhisper one ,,,ord 
of trooson-onc ,vord in f a,"otir of our . fair 
princess-and his life is forfeit. Av, women 
and cl1ildren arc put to the dc;..th, too. 
n1crcly for the brcatl1ing of an incautious 
"rord. '!'error stalkctl1 throughotit tl10 land, 
and the people are in l1ot1rl y f car of tl1cir 
very lives.'' · 

'' It's just about ti1ne "ro cn1ne, ·then,'' said 
Lord Dorri1nore. '' '£3-Ting a knot i.nto 
Cedric's tail ''"ill give mo no end of a tl1rill !" 

CHAPTER 2. 
Cedric the Cruel r 

' . 

''SOME'fHING doing!" said ''""illy 
Hnndforth eagerly. 

He and Cl1ubby Heath a11d Juicy 
Lemon-all of t.ho St. Frank's Tltird 

Form-wcro perched perilously on tho rail 
of the pron1enadc deck, for'ard. The~' ,vcre 
,vatching the No1·thestrian sl1ore, in the dis­
tance. The quaint, mcdie,·al city of Dun­
stane, tho cou11try's capital, cottld plainlJ· bo 
seen on the slopes-a great \Yallcd city, \\'it.l1 
castles nnd fortresses standi11g out loftily 
abovo the other buildings. 

Thero had been great mol·cmcnts of 
soldiers otttsidc tl1c cit:y-, and the .ordinnr~r 
people, too, had been outside tl1c cit,· ,,,.alls 
ir1 great numbers. _ ~ 

But 110w something else ,vas happc11ing. 
From a sheltered co,·c just beyond the 

city, whcro the lake shore dro,"e inland, a. 
great 11umber of quaint-looking vessels en.me 
majesticall}· ottt upon the open ""atcr. 'l,l1ey 
\\"ero galleys, propelled by enormous. oars. · 
They were the ships of Northcstria-now in 
the hands of the Gothlandcrs. 

'' I say, .this looks pretty bad !'' said 
Cl1ubby Heatl1 excitedly. "It1s tl1e ,vhole 
giddy fleet! They're coming to the attack l'' 

\'""illy laughed contemptuously. 
1

' Let 'cm come!'' ho replied. '' Wl10 
cares?'' 

'' But there arc dozens of those gallcJ·s--'• 
'' It woulcl11't rnattcr if there ,vere hun• 

drcds, '' interrupted \\rilly. '' Do you tl1ir1k 
tl1a.t thcso antediluvian cockle-shells can l1urt 
tlS? I sny, '1,ed I Look what's happening I" 

'' I'm not · blind, you yot1ng fathead 1'' 
roared Ho.ndforth, from f nrthcr nlong tl10 
deck. '' By George ! It's tl1e cnC'mJ~ fleet ! 
I hope it tries to attack 11s-and then ,, .. e 
can blo,v it ottt. of tho \,~atcr ! '' 

The gallcJ'S : came 011 in an impressive., 
s,Yccpi11g crescc11t. 'All the ships were pro­
pelled by Nort.l1cstrian sla,·cs-poor \,·rctcl1l's 
,y}10 ,,Pere cl1ai11ed to the oars--in mt1ch· tl1c 
san1e ,,,ay as Christian sLa,~cs ,vcrc chained 
to the gallc~"s of old by tl1e corsairs of tl10 
l\f cdi terr a11ean. 

'' It looks very much like an nttack to me,'"­
said Nipper, as qe watcl1ed the onco~ing 
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fleet. '' Perhaps Cedric is idiot cnot1gh to 
think tl1at ",.o sl1all be soared. Pcrliaps ho 
believes that his superior nt1mbcr of ships 
will be able to o,'."'erwheln1 tts. 11 

Bt1t all the boys knc,v thnt tl1ey ,vere just 
aa safe as if the entire British Na,'y ,vas at 
their backs. The Pioneer, wit.h tnachinc­
gt1ns and other weapons of defence, could 
treat the galleys witl1 ·co11tcmpt. Not one of 
tl1em ,vould bo able to get near. They were 
n1ore than l1a.lf a n1ilc a,vn.y no,v, and, c,·e11 
nt t.his distance, it ,vo11ld have been pos• 
sible for the submarine's guns to shatter tl10 
entire fleet. 

Handforth, excited, ran c1own to tho 
saloon, and burst in unceremoniously. 

'' Oh, I say, frightfully sorry to bt1tt in 1 il<e 
t.l1is I'' he ejaculated. '' But somcthing's 
l1appcning I'' 

Pri11ecss 1\'Iercia looked at him ,vitl1 warm 
eJ·es. 

'' 'Tis Ha.ndforth the Dold,'' she said 
ger1tly. '' 'Tis good, indeed, to sco all these 
old f ricnds. ,, 

'' 011, ratl1er !'' said Handforth, feeling 
l1clplcss. '' I ,vish you'd.come up, 1\ilr. Loe---­
and J'ou, too, Dorrie I Cedric's entire fleet 
is coming out to meet us !'' 

• , By St .• i.\ttalt1s I'' ejaculated Ethelbert tho 
Red, ttigging almost ner,'."ously nt l1is aubt1rn 
beard. '' 1"ho dog n1cans n1ischief I'' 

'' \Vo'll ~tttcnd to him-ne,·cr fear,'' said 
Lord Dorrin1orc crisply. '' So he's sctldinO' 
J1is fleet out, is he ? I think ,ve' d bcttc; 
go on deck, Lee. ' 1 

They all ,ve11t-~thcl~crt and tho princ~ss, 
too. Tl1cy "l'ere 1n t1n10 to see Cedric's 
galleys s,vccping down majestically upon tho 
subrnarinc. It ,vas a fine sight. Tho galleys 
looked ~,.cry picturesque and ,varlike. 

Lord Dorrimore, seizing · a megaphone, ran 
to tl1c upper deck; he placed the megaphone 
to his lips. 
. '' Hold ! '' he bellowed. '' I ,varn you that 
1 f you come too ·close, we'll si11k every ono 
of you 1'1 

Nelson Lee, nt the same time, wns giving 
orders to tho guJ)ncrs-f or the Pioneer had 
been specially prepared by Dorrie for ,var• 
like acti,~itics. 

'' Can you understand me?'' roared Dorrie 
'' Proceed at your peril l'J · 

It ,,ras clear that his ,vords were heard 
and understood; for, Jess than a minute 
later, the oarsn1en in tho galleys ceased 
worl{ing, a11d the entire fleet l'ested. Then 
tl10 biggest galley of all, a luxurious craft, 
co.me on,vards alone. 

., Oh I'' growled Lord Dorrimore. ' 1 So 
t l1 at' s it I ', 

14'or this single galley had sent aloft a 
great ,vhite Rag. The Gothlanders, at least, 
u11dcrstood the formalities of war. 

'l.,he galley came on, and nobody aboard 
tl1c submarino doubted tl1at this vessel was 
Cedric's own personal craft. 

Ethelbert the Red, ,vatcl1ing, suddenly 
caught in hia breath, and his expression be-

., came hard. -~ 

' ' I' faith I 'T"·as as I thot1ght ! '' he said 
ficrce]y. '' Sec, Leo tl1c. Lio11l1eart ! Cedric 
l1imself standeth upon the galley's deck 1 
'fho arrogant tyrant I Sec ho,v he strt1ts !'' 

Tl1crc V.'ns .110 mistaking tl10 figure of 
Cedric the CTucl. A great hulking figure of 
a man, dressed in glcan1ing chai11n1ail, ,vitl1 
an cnormo11s s,vord at his hip. A great 
h!aclc bc.ard fell upon his breastplate, and 
his face, even at this dista11cc, ,vas eloquent 
of cun11ing and cruelty. 

'' Better be ready for him, old man," mt1r­
n1ured Dorrie, into Nelson Lee's car. '' If 
all tl1cy say abo11t him is trt10-and I don't 
doul1t it-ho's a t.rcacl1erous blighter! .. 

'' He'Jl do no ho.rn1, Dorrie,'' said Lee. 
'' The odds are too n1any for him!" 

'11
110 galley s,vcpt alongside, and the sub­

marine deck was so lo,v that it v,as easily 
possible for t.he sclf-cro,,;ned King of Nor­
thest1·ia to step aboard direct. lie did so 
hesitatingly, a look of doubt in .his e1'es. 

'' Who commandcth this strango ,1 csscl ?·'! 
herY<lcmanded -arrogantly. 

' I don't think you really ,,·.ant to ~ce the 
captain,'' replied Lord Dorrimore. '' I hap­
pen to be the o,v11cr, so perhaps I'll do?'' 

'' I ,votild remind ye that I come ttnder the 
Ba.ff of truce,'' said Cedric . 

' An unnecessary re1nindcr, my friend,''· 
said Lord Dorri:n1ore. ~' \\re sec your flag 
clearly enough. You are quito safe, a11d free 
to withdra,v a.t any moment you cl1oose." 

Dorrie and Lee v.·cre tall men, but Cedric 
.almost towered above them. 

'' How con1e ye on this- la.kc?" dcn1anded 
the king truculently. '' From \\· hori1 did ye 
get pcrznission-? And ,vl1at manner of folly 
is this, that yo should grossly inter£ ere with 
my rule, n.nd seize the three traitors ,vho 
,vcre about to be executed?'' 

''Not quite so lot1d, Cedric-we' 1·0 not 
deaf,'' snid Dorrie. '' I think your name 
is Cedric? l\f ine is Dor1·in,ore. You may 
have heard of me. You may also have heard 
of Lee the Lionheart-on my left." 

'' I con1c to dcm,and. an explanation,'' said 
Cedric l1arshly. "Thou J1ast Ot1traged my 
royal authority--'' 

'' Talking abottt outrag~s, wo J1appcn to 
hold the vic,v that burning people at the 
stake is a pretty dirty. low-down go.me,'' said· 
Dorrie. '' And e1;en at the expense of suf­
fering yot1r royal disapproval, ,ve'll do just 
tho same again if the occasion demands. 
'l"ho sooner v,.-e understand one innother, 
Cedric. the better.'' 

'' Bah ! Enougl1 of this I'' tl1undered the 
king. '' ,vho art though to question my 
authority? Strangers, all of- ye-men from 
beyond the great ice. enticed hither by tho 
wailing laments of Ethelbert t.hc Red I'' 

'' 'Tis easy to blu6ter, thou Gothlarid dog 1''· 
said Ethelbert angrily. '' Bt1t beware I These 
brave people from b_cyond the great ice aro 
my f ricnds-tl1ey are Princess Mercia's 
f r1cnds. They are the f rie!lds of Nor­
the~tria ! 'T,,,.ould be .ns well for thee to 
adopt a less arrogant tone." 

'' By my bones!'' snarled Cec1ric, '' Thot1 
spcakcst bra,,.cly no,v, Ethelbert._ rhink ye. 
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fool, tl1at tl1is ,handful of strange men c.an 
defy· tl10 might of Gothland? I arn l1cre 
to der11a11d at1 expLnnatior1--'' 

'' You ha, .. o all tlie explanation we arc 
inclir1ed to givc,'1 intcrrtiptcd Nelson Lee 
curtly. '' Bttt it is 'l'·cll for you to kno,v, 
Cedric, tl1at ,,·c can10 peaccfull)'. Our 1nis­
sion in this land is not '\\"arlike. Bt1t whe11 
,vc • fi11d you and ~1 ou1· soldiers torturing 
people, ,ve range ourscl,,cs on the side of tl1c 
l1clplcss ,Tictims. '' 

Cedric the Crt1el glared i_nto Lee's face, 
'' ... !\ 11d "· 110 art thou to pra ttlo as. to t l1y 

opinio1;s? '' he sneered ft1riously·. '' l 1 Cedric, 
King of Northestria a11d Gothland, demand 
tl1c i11st.a11t release of the three prisoners ye 
so i11111t1dcntly r·cscued from their punish-

t '" men,! 
'' And if ,vc give thc1n i11to your hands?" 
'' llur11ing "'rill be too good 1'' roared Cedric, 

beside h i1nself. '' 'fl1ey sliall be tortu·red as 
11011e l1as bee11 tortured bof ore. By my mar-­
TO\\,. a11(l bones I Tl1c)~ sl1all le,1rn the po\\·er 
and r11ight of--" 

'' 011c 11101r1ent ! '' ; 11t errttptc<l Nelson Lee. '' ,v e 11cccl co11tinue tl1is l1rgun1ont no longer. 
Y 011r prisoners ,vill not b~ hnndcd over, 
Cedric. Y ottr to11e is ttnplcasar1t, n1~,. friend. 
You 111ay ttse this .arrogance ,Yitl1 the unfor­
tunate pco11lc ~"OU rule, but lrou ca11not use 
it ,vi tlt tts." 

'' I cannot, f orsootl1 l'' shout-cd Cedric. 
'' Thi11kcst tl1otl, fool, _tha t :rou a11d )'To.ur 
handful of 111en can <lefy me? I "-arn ye 
tha.t if any attempt is made to interfere ,,·ith 
my rule i11 Northe.stria~ tlien I ,vill bririg 
sucl1 ,. cngeancc 11 po11 the pc~ple th n.t i l1c 
'V-'ltolc la11d ,vill be horrified. I will mako 
these Nortl1estrians stiffer tl1ro1igtiout t lie 
Jer1gt l1 anc.l bre-11 dth of the l~lnd. Blood sl1all 
Oo\v 1 il,e the mott11tain stre,ams ! ,t 

'' Boasting Gotl1landcr !'' said the Princess 
l\fercia scor11ft11ly. "'T,,·ot1ld be ,vell for J'O 
to remember t}1,tt n1~y noble f ric11d~ arc pos• 
scssed of po,vcrs st1ch as )'~ cannot l1ope to 
combat." 

''. (;ct ye hc11ce !'J ordered Cedric, glaril1g 
front Nelson I~cc to Dorrie, and sweeping l1is 
hand majestically. '' Give these royal 
refttgees into my keepir1g, nnd nothi11g amiss 
,vill befall ~;e. Fail to obey ml'~ orders, arid 
I wilt take st1cl1 reprisals as Nortl1estria hath 
never seen ! '' 

Nelson Lee looked him straigl1t in the eye. 
.. I nm glad, Cedric, tl1at yot1 came 

aboard," he said sn1oothly. '' It has gi,rcn us 
tl1c opport,t1nity of judging l,.Ou for l\·l1at 
l"Ott actt1ally arc. We can see qttite clearly 
that ~"Ott are a br11te1 a. tl'·r.a11t, a conceited 
blackgttnrd 11

, 

Cedric recoiled. 
'' SaJ·est thou tl1ese things to n1e? '' he 

shouted thickly. ., To me-King of all Nor­
the'5tria arid Got.bland?'' 

'' I say then1 t.o your face!'' replied Lee 
(Ontemptuously. '' I TI,i}l repeat them il you 
~yish. Y 011 are a bl.ackgttard, Cedric. I 
neecl no f urthcr corroboration of Ethelbert's 
piti_f uJ story. Nortl1ostria is i!lc.lce<l in sore 
straits, to l1a ve ~;ou for a ru)er ! ;, 

'' Good man!" murmured Dorrie. '' That's 
tl1e stuff t" · 

'' I_t is clear tl1at a11y further parleying with 
~·011 1s a ,vaste of ti1ne,'' contint1ed Lee ct1rtlj•. 
'' No,v, Cc-dric, I will giv·c you a trar1ling. 
\\

7 ithdraw ~·our soldiers from N ortl1estri·a; 
take tl1em bitck to Gotl1land. llclinqtiisl1 
YC?Ur stranglehold 011 tl1is fair land, nn<l ,ve 
'\\"111 take no action." 

'' 1.'11011 nrt tclli11g me tl1is ?" a.-sked (~cd ric 
• 1n nmnzcme11t. 

·'' I am telling J·o11 that it will be distinctly •· 
good for yottr 11ealth to get ottt !11 replied 
Lee. '' And I can t_ell :}"011, Cedric, that :your 
only chrance of sa,·1ng ~·ot1rself from cxti11c­
tio11 is to l1and Nortli.estria bac~k to it3 
people.,, 

Cctlric ,vas nc.arly pttrple in the face ,a.·itl1 
furv. ... 

' 'Fools!'' he gro'\\·lcd in n migl1t,· rt1mble. 
'' ''fis ,,·ar ! Tl1ou hast_ flung <lo,Y-11 t'llc ga u11t. 
let, ancl tl1011 hast. decided tl1ine o,vn dooln ! 
I arn Cedric of Gotltland, Cedric of North­
estria, v:ith tl1ot1ennds-ay, fens of t.l1ou:. 
sands-of soldiers at n1y comn1.ancl. By tho 
bones of Sarus ! 'l~l1ou sha 1 t soor1 lea r11 1ny 
po,,="cr ! '' 

A11d ,,-ith n great lnt1gh of mo~ki11g f ur:r. 
he r·eturned to }1is galley. 

--
CHAPTER 3. 
. 

The Call to Action I ''A NICE, cl1eerful gcntlcn1an~' sai<l 
Lord Dorrimore, grinning. 

. " ~,~y only hat t I \Ya11tcd to ptlnch 
· him 1n the eye I'' panted Handf ortl1. 

,\~ho ,vas sta11cling on the <leek ,¥it.h clcr1cl1ctl 
fists. 

,i.Cot1ldn't \"Cry \\·ell <lo that, ol<l man;' 
said Dorrie .. '' l)on't forget the ,Yhite flag.'' 

''Tl1e a\\-ft1l rotter!'' said Nipper. ''I'rn 
j oll_y glacl ~·011 t.old l1im straight, gt1,,'rtor ! ,. 

'' It ,va~ the only thing to do, Nipper ,: 
said Nelson I~cc. '' \\'•~ do11't ,,·ant an:y n1f3 .. 
undcrstandir1gs ,vit l1 Cedric.'' 

Tl1ey ~\"atche<l the galley mo,·ing away, 
and <;:-cdr1c the Cru.el \\"as no,v sl1outing madly 
at his n,cn, stor1n1ng tip and do,v11, ra \·ing 
like a maniac. 

If they 11eedcd any f urth~r proof of hie 
brutal character, t l1cy ,vere afforded it tl1cn. 
For one of the t1nfortunate g.allcj~ slaves, 
fumbling .nt l1is oar in his fear, earn,Jd 
Cedric's dis.1.ppro, .. al. \\1ith one doacllv 
thtust, . the King of N ortl1estria dro, .. e h i"s 
sword into t.l1e n1a11's heart.· -

The princess ~l1t1ddercd and closed her cv·cs. 
'' lfl· poor cou11trlrrncn !" she m urmttred. 
''·Never fear-,vo ,vill a,cng~ him!'' said 

IJord · Dorrimore grimlv. '' By tl1e Lor<J 
Ilarry, I feel like sendi'ng a couple of sl1cll ll 
into th.at galley, and blo"·ing it. to smi t 110-
rccns ! '' 

''That's impossible, Dorrie." said Sir 
Hobart ~-fanncrs. • 

''~fho "·l1itc flag," agreed his lordsl1ip. 
'' But Cedric '\\roa't al,va·vs be t111der tl1e "·hite 
fl:1g-and t.l1en, by gad; ,vc'!I get him 11

' 
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'' Thou l1ast seen· w J1at tl1is ma11 is,'' said 
Ethelbert the Red. '' But, mark ve, Cedric 
is not the only one. ·1·110 cominander-i11-
~hicf of his ai·mies, Guntl1a the Crafty, is 
Just such a brute. There are othcrs-Attn.­
,\Tulf the Terrible, and Redwold the Rut11-

. less. Tl1ese men are powerft1l overlords 
of Gotl1land, a11d now their power in Nor­
tllcstria is immeasurable. Ay, and there 
are htt11<lreds of lesser tyrants, all acting 
tinder Cedric's orders.'' 

'' I can ·see that we're goi11g to have~ & 
pretty !1cctic time,'' said Dorrie contentedly. 
''1'o blazes ,vith Cedric and all his mi~htl 
lle's verry bold-very co11fident. He thinks 
that l1e'll easily be able to ,vipe us out. But 
ho .doeon't kno\v that this ship of ours is a 
floating f oxtress ! '~ 

'' He oon 11evcr ho.r1n us wl1ile ,ve ~cm.ain 
aboaird the Pioneer,'' · a.greed Nelson Lee, 
I.lQd(ling. .. If all his armies, in one body, 
were to attack us, ,vo could easily defoot 
them. For ,ve have 1nodern methods of 
,varfare hero "·hich Cedrio .he,s n·ever 
even dreamed of.'' 

Lord Dorrimore a.n-d Sir IIobart ~nners 
J-1a.d ·a brief consult.ation, and as a result the 
Pioneer sprang, into life and cruised 
s1noothly out into the open Jake, far off to­
,va.rds tl1e centre of that great expanse of 
"~a ter. · . ' 

'' Let him think t.h.at ""e'1ro afraid-that 
,ve' re bolting,,, said Dorrie, as he rretttrned 
to Ethelbert and the princess. '' We're going 
to pt1t some little pla.n into operation soon, 
.and ,vc need time to think it out.- We've 
.seen Cedric, ,ve kno\v what he is, &nd the 
gat1ntlet has been flung do,vn.'' 

'' No ,vords of mine, Dorrimore the Brave, 
can cxpre~ my gu-atitude,'' said the ex­
Rege11t. '' But if thou and thy friends .wre 
imperilled bec-.ause of--'' 

'' Don't say it, old man ?'' interrupted 
Qorrie. '' You may not believe it, but we're 
going to enjoy this little scra.p. What's 
more, I can definitel.v tell YOJJ. that \Ye'll 
kick Cedric out of Northcstria., and wo'll 
restore the countn-y to the princess. We'ire 
he·re to do this job, and ,vo ,vo11't leave until 
,ve've done it.,, 

'' II11rrah 1" y.elled the St. Frank's fellows, 
who ,vere ~agerly Ji.Btening. 

A11d even the girls joined in the.t cheer. 

A F~fER th.at little spell of excitement, 
things calmed do,vn aboard the 
Pioneer. A meal "'~ias ree.dy in the 
saloon, .and everybody ,vent down. 

The princess, her young brother and Ethel• 
bert, ,vere the guests of honottr. Wynwed 
the Jovial se.t at one of tho tables, too, an-d 
:~lrea.dy he ,vas a. changed m-an. 

The Northestrians Ill(l,rvellcd at the won­
dera of the tAb!e, and tl1ey partook heartily 
of the excellent dishes which were set before 
them. The Pioneer car.ried a crew of over 
a hundred, e,nd, notwithstonding the vesge}'s 
novel surroundings, the ust1al routine was 
proceeding with m.achine-like precision. 

rl~ht:re \\"63 one little matter of routine, 
... .._r. which Nelson Lee felt it expedient 

to drop. Throughout the voyage from 
Engl.and, the St. F~nk'e fello,vs and the 
Mo01r Vie,v girls had daily ta.ken lessons­
tho boys under Mr. Alington Wilkes, their 
o,vn Housema.ster, and the girls u11der Mrs •. 
Wilkes. But in the circu;mstances Lee 
t}1ought it best to a.00Jldo11 these lessons for 
tho time being. He knew very ",.ell that 
no work wo11ld ho done, and that the very 
holding of tho lessons w0t1ld be .a f arco. Far 
bctt.cr to cut them out altogether. Later, 

I1erh&ps, the l'0tt11gstcrs could m•ake up £01; 
ost time. . 

The mool over, in. co11ncil of war "~as held 
in the lounge, &nd Lord Dorrimore ,\,.as e..11 
for immediate .action. 

'' Thore's no sense in booting about the· 
b11sl1, '' he e.rgt1~d. "The Boon or ,vo ca.11 get 
a smack at Cedriot the better. Ho's con• 
temptuo11s of us-,a.11d wo "·ant to n1ako him 
cha.nge his vie\\"S. '' 

'' Let it be a good sm,nck, thc11,'' sa.id 
Nelson Lee. 

'' How abottt going close inshore a.ncl s11ell­
ing one of l1is precioua fortresses?'' aslce-d 
Dorrie. "That ought to sho,v l1in1 that ,,,.e're 
oap~b1e of doing a bit of damage.'' 

Bttt Nelson Lee shoolc his head. 
'' A somewhat rash procedure, Dorrie,'' 

he said, smiiing. '' 1.,11ere is al ,vo~ys the 
chanco that· ,ve sho11ld kill i11nocent North• 
cstria.ns. No, we muet think of so111ctl1ing 
bettm- than that." 

"i'faith, I marvel at thy spirit!,' said 
Ethelbert the Red, in ,vonder. '' I marvel, 
too, that ye should deem it possible tha,t this 
one ship can conquer the might of Goth• 
la.nd. '' 

'' My f ricnd, you don't know what we've 
got &h0&rd this ship,'' said DoITie. "I n1ight 
as ,,,.ell tell you that I fitted her out for 
something more than a. mere Polar explora­
tion trip. Don't for get I had your messa.ge, 
and I know toot you were in a tight jam.: 
So we c.an1e prepe,re-d. '' 

'' I confess,'' said Ethelbert, '' that some of 
thy words a.re wondrous str&nge. '' 

'' I suppose we do talk in & queer lingo-­
fJ.·om your point of view," grinned his lord• 
ship. ., Well, you'll soon be able to under• 
stand us. Now, I might a.a well tell you 
thia.t I've got & couple of fighting aeropla,nes 
pa.eked oway below. They might come in• 
useful. Both Lee &nd I oan pilot the things, 
rand we ought to be able to put in some 
good work. Then theJre iare three service• 
.able ~uns, with a. plentiful supply of shells. 
Machine-guns, too-over a dozen. Y cs, and 
bombs.'' 

'' You didn't tell me all thiB, Dorrie,_'~ 
said Nelson Lee, in some surprise. 

'' I thot1ght I'd keep it to myself until we 
got hcre,11 replied his lordship blandly. ''You: 
never took 6 look do,vn in the store-room, 
bclo,v, did l7 0U? ,, · 

'' This ship seems to be & ftoa,ting arsenal.'! 
u Something like that,'' agreed Dorrie.: 

'' Oh, and I didn't !ell you, did If I've go~ 
a couple of t&nk111. · 

'' T·an ks I'' 

• 
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The St. Frank's Juniors were grabbed by the excited Northestrians and carried shoulder-high. 
'' Hail, the Deliverers ! '' went up the cry. 

" Wl-.~ippet tank~, t.o be exact,,, said 
Dorrie. '' Pretty heft~,. merch,ant.s, c.apa,ble 
of red-hot work.'' 

'' Bttt, man alive--'' 
''NO\\~, don't go off t.l1e deep end t '' inter­

rt111ted Lord l)orrin1ore. '' Did11' t ,ve come 
l1ere to l1elp tl1e Northestria11s-to free tl1em­
selves from the Gothle.nd yoke? ,,,. ell, ,vl1at 
011 oo..rth ,va.s tl10 good of corning e1n11ty· .. 
h,andoo? These t,,;-o tanks fl.re absolutol~· the 
la.test thing. They're in sPctiono, of c~ull"se, 
but our e11ginecrs "·ill 111.akc sl1ort ,~;ork of 
a~ .. ~e1nbl ing then1." 

rJ,hc princess v.r.a.s looking bo,vildcred. 
'' I k110\v 11ot \vhnt ye ~peak of," she said, 

half apologctioall,y. h \\
1l1al a·rc these ta.11ks, 

fornooth ? " 
'' You "rot1ltlr1't ttndcrst-.a.nd--,a,n<l e,"en 

"·lien vou seo thenl I <loubt if ,·ot1'll kno,v 
~ ~ 

qt1ite ,,·l•e.t they arr,'' 5a.icl Nelso11 Lee. 
''But I oa.n tell ~·ott, princess, th.at t l1e~y are 
,veaJ>ons of \\'arf<l re-cleac..ll)T ,Yr6.})0ns, too .. 
Cedric tl1c C1ruel ,vill recei ,~e o. shock \Yhen 
he secs thc1n for tl1c first time." 

I,ec tt1rnc.d a.side, a11 d, t r.1,ing ,,1' .Yn 1,vcd 
the Jovial bj' tt1e iarn1, he led him to 0, quiet 
cor11er. 

'' 1.-ot1 ia;rc a Northc.stria.n ,,·itl1 .a. good 
kno,vled~e of the cou11tr,y, "'"'y11wcd," 6aid 
Lee briskl:y·. '' Ca.n ~you tell me of e, qt1iet 
spot on the coa.-,tli11c-a pl.ace ,vl1c.re tl1ere 
i5 no v·illa.ge, e.ncl ,,·here t.r1crc is not n1uch 
cha11ce of .a landing bcir1g obsetrved ? Sor11e 
s1)ot, for choice, ,vitlti11 handy Tc,a,ch of the 
Ctl..p i ta I. J' 

\'"' yn \Yccl rt1bbc-d his bco..rd. .. 
' ' Ay, I kno\v of st1ch a JJl,ace," he replied 

eagerlv. "'Tis o.. sl1cltcrL'\ti co, .. e, with 111uch 
,voodland -bevor1<l. Tl1e t0\\1 Il of IX\\"Cll liL\3 ... 
some dist.a nee i11land, but there io little f ea,r 
of tht' good to\vns11eoplc co111ing to the lake 
h ,, 

s ore. 
'' 1,here a.ro none of C~edt'ic's soldiers 

n0ar?" 
"Korie r1earer tJ1a11 t 11e f ortrcss of Ix lrYell." 
"Good ! .At1d hov." far is this IJlace from 

Dtinst.a.ne ?" a~ked Lee. 
'' .. .\ m.a.tt(lr of tc11 111ilcs-1)ercl-10..11cc 

replied \\r j'll vv-ed. '' I' fa i tl1 ! Thott 
s0111e sc11e111e i11 th.r ,111ir1<l, Lee the 
l1c<Lrt ? " 

,. Yes,'' rcpl iecl Lee sl1ortly. 
Ile said no 111ore .at t110 rnomc11t, 

l~-- ,, 
~~, 

l1ast 
Lio11-

but he 
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took Lord Dorrimore on deck, &nd faced 
him squarely. 

'' You weren't bluffing about those tanks?" 
he asked. 

'' Good gad, no ! '' 
'' Then I'm all in favorur of shock tactics, 

Dorrie,,, se,id Lee. '' Now, you know as 
,veil a.s I do that we'vo ta.ken on & to11gh 
job. We don't wa.nt to cause a lot of blood­
shed-we don't want to precipitate warfare. 
But if we oould oopture Cedric right at the 
outset by some spectacular means, it would 
be ;better than & hundred b&ttles.'' 

'' You bet it would J '' &greed Dorrie. .. But 
ho,v do you propose to n.ab his nibs?'' 

'' By using one of your tanks,'' replied 
Leo grimly. '' A sudden dash into Dunstane 

- -and don't forget thia,t we should ha,ve all 
the element of surprise in our favour. 
Cedric's soldiers would be terrified at the 
sudden appearance of a: modern tank, 
Dorrie." · 

''Terrified?,, • grinned his lordship. 
'' They'd fly fOll' tlieir Jives I,, 

'' A dash right into the oastle the seizure 
of Cedric-&nd then return,,, went on Nelson 
Lee. '' It sounds embitious, I know, but it 
might be done. And it -would save an &wf ul 
lot of bother, later. Once we had .Cedric in 
ouT hrands, we could dictate our o:wn terms. 
We could f cxrce the Gothlanders to clear out 
of Northestri& in a body, leaving the cou.niry 
to its o,vn _people.'' 

'' By the Lord Harry! It's worth a trial I'. 
said Dorrie, with relish. 

S OON afterwards the Pioneer submerged-. 
much to the startled surprise of Ethel­
bert the Red and Princess Mercia and 
Prince Oswy. 

Gliding under the surface, the ,ressel ap­
proached the Northestrian coastline, and she 
did not come to the surface again until .she 
v.·as ,vell within that co,,.e of which Wynwed 
had spoken. Here. close inshore, shS3 
anchored. 

The st1-bn1arine's motor-boat was lattnched, 
and then " 1ork was immediately begun on the 
construction of a roi1gh raft. l\Jieanwhile, 
other men were bringing up the parts of or1e 
of the whippet tn11ks. It was difficult work, 
and the electric ,vinches had to be b,rougl1t 
into use, for the sections of the tank were of 
considerable ,veight. 

Ono after another, they were swung out­
board, taken upon the raft, and conveyed 
ashore, \\there the assem·bling was commenced. 
Ot.l1er members of the crew stood ready with 
machine-guns. Two men were at the bigger 
guns. In case of any inter1·uption, the 
Pioneer's men were prepared. 

Nipper and Handforth and the other St. 
Fra11k's fellows, of course, were agog. They 
soon k11ew what was afoot, and they wanted 
to help. In fact, they took the opportunity 
of going ashore, and they put in some good 
WOl"k. 

c' There's not much fun in this, after a]l, ,, 
declared Handforth, when the tank was be­
~inning to take shape. '' Where ~ we com& 
m ? I understand that Mr. Lee and Dorrie 

are going in tl1is tank-and that they're going 
to capture old Cedric. 'But what's the good 
of that to us?'' 

'' You'd better asl, ~Ir. Lee to take you 
with him,'' s11ggea;ted Church sarcastically. 

''Ass! He wouldn't take any notice of 
me!'' said Handforth. 

''I don't su_ppose he ,vould-but yo11 might 
ask him,,, grinned Church. 

'' All this seems ,vrong to me,'' contint1ed 
Handforth, frowning. ,. We're simply doing 
nothing. And, by the look of it, we shan't 
be called upon to do antyhing, eithe1· I · I 
say, \\,.hat did Wynwed ~ay about the to,vn 
of .Ixwell? It's not far inland, is it?', 

'' Only a mile or so, through the ,voods, ''· 
said Nipper. 

Handforth looked round cautiously. He 
was itching to do something. He wanted to 
get to ,vork on hie own-to do something big. 

''How about sneaking off?'' he Sttggested, 
looking at the others. '' Nobody's watching 
11s, and we could easily slip into these trees .. 
Just pop across country for a look rot1nd, 
eh?'' 

There were plenty of fellows ready enough 
to jump at the suggestion. 

CHAPTER 4. 
The Deliverers I 

I F Nipper had been given any special name 
in this quaint old-time country, he ,vo11ld 
certainly have been called Nipper the 
Cautious. For he was naturally careful; 

he had a habit of thinking twice before any 
definite action. And Handforth should cer­
tainly ha, .. e been dubbed '' Haudforth the 
Reckless.'' 

.. But in this instance Nipper was every bit 
as keen ns Edward Oswald. 

He sa,v no reason why he and the other 
fellows should remain spectators. 

''Just the same, you chaps,'' he said, l1i!t 
innate cat1tion temperin_g_ his eagerness, ''· ,ve1d 
better take it easily. We don't want to get 
mixed up in any scraps witht Cedric's sol­
diers.'' 

''Oh, don't we?'' retorted Handforth. 
'' You speak for yourself, my son! There's 
nothing I'd love better than a good old 
mill with those ratters!'' 

They ,vere proceeding through the woods, 
and by now they had left the lake shore ,veil 
behind. They had easily succeeded in get­
ting n,vay from the main party ,vithout 
attracting notice. 

"Before ,,,.e venture out into the open, we 
ought to malie sure of our position,!' said 
Nipper. ~, We don't want to . go blundering 
out into the open, in full sight of a Gotl1-
lander fortress. That might bring a horde 
of soldiers on the spot at once.'' 

''By George, yes I''' admitted Handforth ... 
''Mr. Lee wot1ldn't like that, would he?'' 

'' He'd have something pretty strong to say, 
I imagine,'' replied Nipper dryly. 

By common consent, they treated the ,vl1ole 
matter lightly-almost as though they \\'ere 
on a care-free holiday. Yet, individually,_ 
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the;· knew well enough that this expedition 
into Northcstrian territory v.--as foolhardy. 
They spoke very contemptttously of Cedric's 
soldiers; but t.h06e same soldiers, if it should 
come to a '' sl1ow-down, '' ""ould ha,~e all the 
advantage on their side. 

Nof 011e of the bo:rs forgot \Vyn,ved's grin1 
storie.s of "Cedric's ruthless cruelty. 'fhis 
country, so fair to look upon so extraordin­
arily lilie rttral England-,va·s at the mercy of 
the oppressor. 

Wl1en, therefore, tl1e St. Frank's fello,vs 
reached the end of the ,vood, they paused 
and took stock of their surroundings. J ttst 
in front of them ,,!'as a picturesqtle little 
,·alley, \\"ith a stream flo,ving through i~ 
centre. There \\'ere trees that looked liko 
" .. illo\\'S grov,ring along its banks; tl1ere· were 
one or t\\·o stone ·bridges, and; occasionally, a 
cottage. Cattle and l1orses "~ere grazing, at 
peace ,vitl1 the world. 

A little farther on, in the distance, were the 
clt1stered red roofs of the town of Ixwell. 
Above the 1·oofs \\~ere the graceful spires of 
at least two chttrches. 

'' Looks like a bit of Devonshire, dear old 
fello,vs," murn1ured Travers. 

'' l\I~e like Suffolk, to my mind,,, said 
Nipper. '' Any\\~ay, it looks properly English. 
All except that!" l1e added, pointing. 

Just outside the to,vn, standing on a 
bluff, there· ,vas a squat, grim-looking fortress, 
bt1ilt of grey stone. Someho~, it did not 
fit i11to the picture. It \\·as obviously nc\\'­
e1·ected, no doubt, by Cedric's orders. 

'' Tl1ey say that every town has its for­
tress, and its garrison of soldiers,'' said 
Reggie Pitt. ''I d~n•t think \\·e'~ better go 
any farther than this, you chaps. 

'' \Vhat rot!', gro,1;led Handfortl1. ,c There 
seems to be a road just on the other side 
of this meadow. Let's go along and have a 
look at it. By George, I l\·ish I had my 
~1orris Minor ,here!'' 

'' Sensation, conste-rnation and confttf;ion in 
Ix,,,.ell ! " grinned Tra,·ers. '' Handy arri,,.ing 
in }1is l\lorris Minor!,, 

'' Ha, ha, ha I'' 
They ~·ere lighthearted enot1gh, and a.'3 

there seemed to be no danger in venturing 
onward, they crossed tl1e meadow and soon 
fot1nd themselves on a dt1sty, narrow road, 
,vith ,,,ide gra66 borders. It \\·as very mt1ch 
like the roads of England-before the days 
of macadam and tar-spraying. 

As they broke through the hedge they 
received a st1rprise.. T,,~o figures were com­
ing round a bend, and the t\\"O figures halted, 
staring with ,vide-open eyes. The St. Frank's 
fello,vs halted, too. 

''What-ho!'" murmured Archie Glenthorne. 
'' Greetings, old thinge l Some of the local 
populace,. I gather, laddies I'' 

There was no need for alarm. The t,vo 
figures were a boy and a girl, of very much 
the snme age as the St. Frank's fello,vs. 
Their quiet, simple clothing stamped them a, 
cot1ntryfolk. The girl, who was quit-e pretty, 
had her golden hair falling loosely over lier 
shot1lders. She ~Tas 11ndoubtedly frightened. 

''It's all rigl1t !'' 1aid Nipper cheerily. 

'' '\\i~ e're your friends. Don't be scared ot 
us.'' 

The Northestrian boy turned ,vith excited, 
eager e.Jtes to his companion. 

'' Good sister, 'tia \\~ell!''. he exclaimed 
breathlessly. '' They are the people ,,.-e l1ear 
so mttch of ! They are from the wondrous 
ship v."hich float~ upon the lake.'' 

'' !'faith, Godwin, I belie, .. e thou art rigl1t, "· 
said the fir!. '' But I am in fear.'' 

''Theres no need to be,'' said Nipper, ad­
va11cini, '' \\l' e aro tl10 e11emies of Cedric­
but \\~e are the frientls of Northestria." 

''Come, E11a, let us n1eet tl1ese good 
people!" exclaimed the boy. '' 'l'l1ere is 
naught to be afeared of.'' 

'' Ena ! " ejact1lated H~11df ortl1. '' \,.,. ell, I' in 
jiggered! That's my sister's name.'' 

The Nortl1eetrian boy a11d girl \\-ere sur• 
rounded before t-l1ey cot1ld attempt to bolt­
e,-en if they had so desired. 

'' BLlt tl1is is Ylondrous stra11ge ! " said 
Godwin, staring round. '' Thot1 art but bo,rs, 
like unto myself!'' 

'' Yea, ,·erily, not to say f 01·sootl1 !'' gri11ned 
Handforth. ''You bet we're boys. \\.,.l1at dicl 
;you think l\"e were !'' 

'' But ""e have l1eard that tl1e great ship 
contains fine 1nen of m~rYcllous prowC66 and 
,,alour,'' said the boy. 

'' So it does,'' said Nip1ler. '' There are 
plenty of men of marvellous pro,vess a11d 
,·a lour aboard---,but ll·e belong to the party, 
too.'' 

'' And, by St. Vittts, we're going to mnl,e 
tliose Gothlanders dance!'' declar&l 1-Iand­
forth. '' I can't get over tl1is girl bei11g 
named Ena. My sister's name." 

He was looking at Ena admiringly, end 
Cl1urch a11d ~IcClt1ro f ett rather ncr,1'ous. 
Ha.ndf ortl1 ,vas al'\\-·a}·.s liable to fall hc1icl 
o,~cr heels in Io,ro ,vith nny girl lie 1nct; o.nd 
this Ena ,vns certainly a peach. 

'' But what doest thou l_icrc, friends?', 
asked Godwin. '' ls't possible t!1at ye 
tl1ought of ~enturing into lx"rcll ? l\1y sister 
and I are for lx'\\·cll, for we hear that tl1crc 
is mttc.!1 rejoicing and gaiety to,vard. '' 

''Rejoicing and gaiety?'' nskcd NiJlper. , 
'' Bt1t I thot1ght that sort of thing ,vas prac­
ic,11 ly forgotten in N orthestria ?'' 

'' Ay, but the people of Ix,vcll l1ave turnr(l 
upon tho Gothlnndcr soldiers,'' cried tl1e 
girl, conqttering her nervousness. '' Tho 
soldiers ha vc been thro,·vn out, a11d t.he town 
rcj oiccth in i t!3 nc\\" f recdom. '' 

Hnndfortl1 gave a whoop. 
'' Did you hear that., yo·t1 chaps?" 110 ycllC'd. 

'' lxwell hns chucked ottt tho Gothlnnder 
soldiers l By George! Then tlll're's no 
reason ,vhy we should11't go into the to1'?n 
and do a bit of rejoicing on 01tr 0,,,.11 ! " 

'' I'f aith, 't,vill he n j 0~9 ot1s ~tl rpri~e for t 11~ 
people," said God,\·i11. his c~·C's sl1i11ing. '' I•'or 
thott art our dcli,"crers. ,,-rill 1;c let n1v 
sister and me con1c ,vitJ-1 ~~·p~ th,;t- \YO may 
share i11 t-l1c excitement?'' 

''Yott bet!" said JJ(,n~lfor~li promptl.r. 
'' I' II take care of yottr ~istcr. ol<l rnn 11. '' 

'' Look l1crl'1 IInnd~----'· l)c•gn11 C1l1urch in 
nlarm. 
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'' Go and cat coke t'' interrt1pted I-ln11dforth 
gruffly. · 

"\Vait a n1int1te, J'Otl cl1aps-particularly 
yot1, Handy,'' said Nipper. '' I'm not dis• 
believing Godwin or his sister; but ,Ye can't 
be too careful. \Ve'll go along towards 
Ixwell if you like, but we'll be ready to do 
the ,~anisl1ing trick if the- e11emy bobs up.'' 

However, it was soon discovered that tho 
boy n.nd tho girl were quite correct in their 
statements. 

Not l1Jalf a mile along the road the St. 
Frank's fellows came upon a group of North­
cstrinns. who had just come across a foot­
path; they, too, were going into Ix,vell. It 
appeared tl1at peop]e were coming into the 
town from every side, all of the~ excited, 
all of them radiant. 

And then the outskirts of Ix,vell came 
within sight; and the streets were thronged 
with dancing, shouting people. It was liko 
a scene from an old English cot1ntry fair. 

The schoolboys were intrigued. 
News of their coming hnd gone in advance 

of them, and s0011 a great crowd of town• 
people came surgi11g ot1t nlo11g the road, all 
shouting, all cheering. 'fho bo)'S l1alted, 
rather alarmed. Tl1is was s0111ething they 
had not bargai11ecl for. 

'' Hail, tl1e Deliverer~ 1'' went up the great 
sl1ot1t. 

'' Hurrah I" 
'' The wo11drous pco1Jle from beyond the 

Great Ice 1'' 
"Bid them welcome l ', 
Before Ni11per and IIandfortl1 and tl1e 

otl1ers could get their breath back, they "'ere 
surrounded. Crowds of excited me11 pressed 
and jostled, and the air was filled with their 
cries and shottts of delight. 

'' To t.ho to,vn square ! To the to,vn 
square I" ,vent ttp the cry. 

'' Ay, where are your shot1lders, men?'' 
shouted one old fellow. "Wot1ld ye let these 
deli ,·crers walk?'' 

There was more entl1usiasm, and the boys, 
in spite of their protc~ts, were. sciz~d. T~ey 
were raised sl1ouldor high, and 1n this f ash1on 
they were carried triun1phantly into the 
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to,vn. As they went the cro,,·ds increased, 
cheering with \\'ild exciteme11t. 'l'l1e cry ,vas 
going do,vn e\·ery street and alley, and more 
and more people wcro thronging into tl10 
great cent.ral square. 

'' rl,he Dcliv·ercrs ure here I'' 
'' Do,vn ,vi th Cedric l1

' 

Tl1c bo;·s ,vcre too bewildered to realise the 
actual t,rttth. Yet it was simple enough. 
lx'\\-·c] l, liko many anotl1er tov{n in North• 
cstria, \Yas seething with loyal, excited 
N orthestrians. 

For m~ny months these people hnd been 
grot1nd under Cedric's heel, until they had 
become sullen and obedient. Then the 
Pioneer had arri \"Cd. 

A11d like a firclJrand the news had spread 
througho11t tho land. '11110 deli,1'crers l1ad 
come! The people from beyond the Great 
Ico ! At such a time, and to st1ch an 
O}Jprcssed pco1Jle, tho coining of the Pioneer 
,,,.as like a sign. Submissi\"C as they had been 
before, open rebellion broke out in every 
to,v11 and \-illage and han1let of N orthestria. 

Ir1 Ix,vell especially, tl10 result ,,,.as dc­
cisi,,.c. 'l'he townspeople had risen; they had 
f allc11 t1pon the fortress, ancl had driven out 
the Gothlandcr soldiers. The town ,vas freed t 
rrhc dcli,"erers were at hand l 

CHAPTER 5. 
The Schoolboy Heroes! 

T IIE central square of Ixwcll v;as an 
amazing sight. 

It ,vas filled ,vitl1 great throngs, 
and in the very ce11t.rc tl1c St. ~~rank's 

f ello,vs, still carricrl shoulder l1igl1, were 
being e:hecred until their ears were almost 
deafened. 

Ilandforth, of course, was in his clcn1cnt. 
'!,here \Vas 11otl1ing he liked better than tl1e 
lin1clight. But most of tl1c other fello,vs 
,verc feeling thorougl1ly embarrassed. Tl1cy 
'"'cro glad cnottgh ,vhen at last they ,vero 
allo,vcd to use tl1cir o,vn feet again. 

'' Thott art ,vclcomo to ot1r town, good 
friends!" panted one middle-aged, kindly 
looki11g man. '' We ha,~e heard of ),.our 
comi11g-and "'·e k110,v that Cedric tl1e Cruel 
now sittctl1 upon a tottering throne.'' 

Nipper could not help feeling a little 
nlarrr1ed. 

"We1 ll do c,rcr).,t.hing we can to l1elp, of 
cottrse," he said. '' Bttt \\re understand tl1at 
Cedric has obtained a stranglel1old on the 
cou11try; l1is soldi~rs are e,·cr~·whcre. '' 

'''His soldiers arc no lo11ger in Ix,vell, good 
youth,'' replied the man, whose name was 
Edf rith, one of tl1c prominent merchants of 
t,hc to,vn. "They ha \"e been driven forth, 
anrl '\\"C of Ix,vell arc filled ,vith rejoicing.'' 

"But aren't you afraid that the soldiers 
,,·ill come back-in cY·en greater strength?'' 
asked Nipper. 

'' Let them come !" shouted Edf rith. '' Now 
that thou art l1erc, with th~· f ricnds, we can 
defy the tyrant!" 

And Edfrith's ,vords were echoed by many 
otl1crs. The boys soon l1eard tl1nt this spirit 

• 

was s,,,ccpir1g tl1rot1gl1out the lengt.h and 
breadth of N orthcstria. 

Dorrimorc tho Bra,,.e and Lee t~1c Lion­
heart had come to deliver the land from the 
oppressor 1 

"Death to Cedric I'' 
'' By George l This is pretty good, l,.Otl 

kno,v," so.id Handf ortl1 del ightcdly. '' Ottr 
very nrri,~ial in t.ho Pioneer has aroused this 
terrific spirit of defiance in the people t 
Thcy'vo chucked out tho Gothlander soldiers, 
and--'' 

'' And lost tl1eir heads, ,t said Nipper 
bluntly. 

"Eh?'' 
'' It's no good b]inking at it, old man," 

said Nipper. '' These people are ,vild ,vitl1 
c~xcitcment. You don't tl1ink Cedric is going 
to let tl1is state of affairs continue, do :you?" , 

'' How tl10 dickens can ho stop it?'' 
'' By sending soldiers-and n1ore soldiers !" 

replied Nipper. ''That's w~hat I'm afraid of. 
'11hesc peop.le are expecting rather too 1nt1cl1 
of llS. '' 

The boys ,vcre being hemmed rot1nd, and 
n1ore of the tov.'nspcople were trl,.ing to 
get near them-to look at them-to shnke 
them by the hands. So con,·ersation ""Pas 
rather difficult. 

But ii1a11y of the St. Frank's fcllo,va 
realised that Nipper was right. 

'l,l1ese Northcstrians ,vere placing so mt1cI1 
faith in Lee the Lionhcart n.nd Dorri more 
the Brave, and all the otl1cr rr1e1nbcrs of tho 
Pioneer party, that they regarded them as 
gods. 'fl1eir very coming was tl,c signal for 
a rising I 

It was all '"cry encouraging, but it ,vns 
putting a tremendous onus 11pon the de­
liverers. If tl1is risin~ should succeed, all 
well and good-the British part:r ,vottld re­
ceive full honot1rs. But if tho rising shot1ld 
fail, and v.'holesale executions follo"ycd, bv 
Cedric's orders,. then the ,,ery opposite ,vould 
be the case. The people ,vo11ld lose faith in 
Lee the Lionheart and Dorrimorc the Brave. 

So this ,vild c11tl1.L1siasm ,vas something like 
a double-edged S\\,.ord. It might casil~y def eat 
its own ends. 

'' It soon1s to me, dear old fello,v, that tl10 
sooner 1'-Ir. Lee and Dorrie can make that 
dasl1 i11to Du11stane, tl1e better it ""ill be for 
all concerned,'' murmured Tra\~ers ir1to 
Nipper's car. '' By -.~amson ! If only they 
could collar Cedric and hold him as hostage~ 
"!'hat a moral cff cct it would l1a,'e !'' 

"It \\,.ould gi,rc these people such strength 
tl1at they would drive the Gothlandcrs into 
the lake,'' replied Nip-i1er. '' I'n1 glad ,vo 
came-because now ,ve kno,v ho,v thi11gs nro 
going. Bt1t ,ve'd better collect the cha1)s t11,~ 
Travers. We shall have to be off. 1

' 

' ' I was -thinking the same,'' 11oddcd 
Travers. 

Collecting tl1e fellowa up, ho'\\~c, .. er, \\·a~ 

no r~y t,ask. They_. had becon1c· separatccl 
by the st1rging crowds. 

Tl1en, a.n1id all the jojTous cheering, 
another note sound2d. It ca.111c frorr1 the f a=r 
end of tho squ arc at first, ,,·h(\'rc the Irtain 
arood led out of the to,v11-thc main road 
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to Du11.st.ane. Diff cre11t &bouts were heard 
in tl1at direction-sl1outs of alarm, and even 
{ea1·. 

Ni~per, quick to note the change, pricked 
~tp 111a e-a.rs. Ile wa.s the first to l1ear the 
frantic ,vords: 

.. The soldic.rs-the soldiers l '' 
Nipper gm-ipped Travers tightly by tl1e 

arm. 
'' Handy thought I was a chttmp l" he mut• 

tered. '' Even th&t old coop, Edf rith, almost 
~a.ughed at n1e ! But did you l1ear? The 
f!:oldier3 o.re coming!'' 

The a.1.arn1 ,via.s being sprea,d, and no,v it 
,, a5 being 11icked ttp by hundreds of voice~. 

,. "fl1e soldiers I Cedric's guards are 
comi11g I'' 

The change in the people was sta.rtli11g. A 
n1ome_nt before they had been rejoic1ng­
la.ugl1i11g, cheering. No,v panic spread like 
lvildfire, and &n1id the screams of frightened 
,~-orncn ca.me the ala.rmed shout3 of men. 

It had been comparatively easy for thCcJe 
fevered to,.,vnspeoplo to drivo ot1t the handful 
of soldiers from the Ix well fortress. But 
the soJdicr3 ,vere no,v returning-heavily 
reinforced. 'fhe result "T·as likely to be 
(l i Sins t rot1 s. 

"Back! Back! Cedric's 6oldior3 come J'! 
'' _.\.y, they come to kill ! '' 

~ 111 tl-1c di5tance, out 11pon the me.in rood, 
clottds of dust "·ere no,v visible. '!,here ca.mo 
a tht111dc-ri11g upon the air. The soldiers 
,ycre mounted, and they ,vere c11tering tl1e 
town a.t a gallop, chaa-ging in ,vith relent-
1ess purpose. 

'' You see their ga1ne? '' said Nipper, grab­
l..ing ·at Travers and Handforth. '' For good­
JJl'~ sa.kc, get tlic other ch&ps here I Those 
soldiers are g&lloping straight into this 
central square, ,Yhere n1ost of the people 
a.ro ca11grcgated. '' 

i' But-'-but--" 
. '· lt']l bo a n1assacre, unless ,ve do some­

tJ1ing ! " ,vent on Nipper sharply. ''The 
f.oldiera 1110011 to gallop in a11d ride rough­
shocl . o,~,yr cvcrybodv-men, women and 
cJ1ildrc11 ! That's Cedric's w&y ! · That's ho,v 
he puts terror into his subjects.,, 

'' The brtttc !'' said He.11dforth thiclcly. 
,. ~o good s4ying that, old man-,ve k110,v 

he's a brt1te, '' replied Nipper. '' Don't for­
get tl1at it's up to us. Th~o people will be 
looki11g to us to do so1nething.'' . 

'' But, dash it., old thing, ,vo're only school-
boss ! '' protested Archie Glenthorne. ,. I 
Inc.an to say--,, · 

,. Of course ,ve·rc only schoolboys-but 
thcso NorthestrianB thinl< we have almost 
ltnc.a11ny po,vcrs, and unless we live up to 
1 !lttt .sta11d,ard our stock will go do,Yn with 
o. ~]un1p." 

T11cro \VM no time for ,further talking. 
_.\Lready Cedric's ruthless soldiers ,ve re 

~.pp-caring. The people in the m.ai11 street3 
11ad been able to get out of the wa.y in 
1 i111e; tl1ey had fled into alleys, into door-
1,·a Y3. 

i"t ,,-asn't the pt,rpose of the soldier3 to 
11,a a.;e i11 tl1ei r 1nad gallop. 1.,hey kne,v well 
enougl1 th6t the ce11tral square ,v.as crowded; -

over -half the popt1lation of Ix,vell ,vas coo­
ce11tre.ted i11 tl1a.t 011e spot. Impossible for 
the peotlle to get a,vay 111 time. 

And tl10 panic and terror ,,~ould be o~er­
,vhelmi11g ,,·I1cn tho soldiers tore tl1rough, 
ttsing their la.nces ,vith dee.dly effect. It 
we,s by such methods &J these that Cedric 
the Cruel ,,y:as maintaining his grip_ on the 
lend. 

Nipper, for one, 1narvelled at the sim­
plicity of tho people. 'l.,hey l1ad pounced 
t11-,on the sma.11 garrison ; they l1ad sect1red 
a victory-and they had believed toot there 
would be no reprisal ! Now they were learn­
ing better! 

Nipper, Handf orth, Travers and t,vo or 
tl1ree others were ru1111ing at. top speed a.cros~ 
the sque,re, dodging the f rigl1te11cd oro\vds. 
In a minute, the mounted soldiers ,,·ould 
bwrst i11to that, open space hundreda of 
them. 

'' This,11 do ! 1 ' p.anted Nipper, coming to 
e. halt. .. Couldn't find a. better spot I'' 

'' All ready?'' asked Tra,·ers coolly. 
'' Yes, I think so.,1 

'' Tl1en let 'em ha.vo it!'' 
The tumult was terrific. The Gotl1le1nd_ 

soldiers, big, brutal men, d·resscd in cnain­
mail, ,vere riding their horses at full tilt. 
Each ma11 wielded & heavy Lance. 

It ,vas an impressive sight as tl1e soldiers 
can1c galloping into the squa1rc. Tl1cy sproo,J 
out as they entered, score upon score. In 
th&t one cl1arge, they intended trampling 
the unfortunate citizens underfoot. • 

Nipper had comcthing in his hand; a. 
second oo.rlier he had struck a. matcl1. There 
,vas smoke coming from the object-s111oke 
and sparks. Nipper hutrlcd the tl1ing to;. 
,vards the charging soldiers, and at the same 
1non1ent, Ha.ndforth, Travea-s, Archie Glen­
thorne and Church did the Mme. 

For two or three tense seconds, nothing 
l1iappcned; but the bo)'S sa,v that the objects 
they ha.d fll1ng had struck the ground. 
Alire&dy the galloping troops \Yere tht1nder­
ir1g over them. 

Then-Boom! 
A roaring, devastating ex1llosion rang 

out. The detonation ,vas ner,~e .. shattcring, 
and the echoe~ rolled from Bide- to side of the 
square like so 1nany sharp claps of thttndcr. 

The effect was cxtraordine.ry. 
The explosio11 h~d come from the very 

n1idst of the soldiers, and the horses, rear• 
ing 11p, mad ,vith f rigl1t, plunged and broke 
f orme,tion. Many of the Gothland soldier• 
,,·ere flung to the ground. · 

Boom! 
Another exploaio11, and ,more confusion. 
Boomf 
Yet a.gain~ Nipper .a.nd the other St. 

Fra,nk's fello,vs stood looking on, ,vatohing 
in anxiet)~. Ha11df orth ,vas the first t.o let 
out a ,vhoop of ext1ltation. 

"Look!,, he yelled. ," They'ye broken 11p I 
They're sowrcd ! They re turri1ng round-and 
bolting ! '' • 

"Hurrah !'' 
Scores of the Gotl1land soldiers had been 

unseated by now: and m:any had been 
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seized by the Northcstrians-\vho ,vere quick 
to gra-sp their opportu11it,y. rfl1e otl,er 
n1ou11ted me11, l1ardly able to hold their 
fear-me,ddened steeds, "'ere galloping a\\'ay. 
The explosions had come just in time to 
prc,"ent the massacre. Qt1ite a numboc of 
people ha.d been hurt in t.he oonf usion, but 
tha.t h,ad becr1 t1ne,void~ble. 1.~he i11j uries 
were i11signific.ant compared ,\·ith ,,·he.t they 
mi7ht h,a,re been. 

' By Jove!" said Nipper, tn king a de(\p 
breatl1. '' It''s a jolly good thing \Ye brought 
tl1o~e 1na.roon rockets ,vith us., :yot1 chnp5. '' 

"It ,var; )·our idea, old Dl(l,n,'' said 'l,ommy 
Watson. '' You sttggcstcd th-at ,ve should 
put them in Ottr pockets, j tist as ,Ye "·ere 
looving the Pioneer." 

'' Well, it's a.1\\1'.ays best to be on the sa.fn 
sid~," said Nipper. '' 'l"he.v sound pretty 
dangerou~-.and vet thc;y'1re harmless.'' 

1'hc boJrs soaftcrcd -and, Tttnning e.bottt, 
they did their t1t111ost to caln1 tho excited 
people. , 7ery soon it beoo.mc generall~Y 
kno,,1 n that the Gotl1I.and soldiers had been 
put to rout by the English boys. Those ox­
plosions had been ,vrought b~,. so·mc n1&rvcl 
which these yot1ths from bej1ond the Great 
Ice had brottght into tIBe. 

The cxcite111ent beoa.me grca.t~r tha11 ever. 
Nippro- and Handforth and the ot}1eTs "Tere 
again raised shoulder l1igh~ and the wild 
cheering ""u.s renewed. 

The Northestrians ,verc gi'\"'cn fresh 
C'Ottria.gc. 1.1he)' had expected much of their 
deliverers e.nd they had not been dis­
appointed. rrhe to,,nspc-ople th~msel, ... es -fell 
ttpon the st,r.aggling Gothland soldiers, and 
t.hcy· ,vere pttt to rout. 

And once more the St. Frank's fellows were 
t.l1c l1erocs of the hottfl'. 

CHAPTER 6. 
Bad News for Cedric I 

D U~ST'"i\NE C ... ~STLE "·a.s the cent1·e 
of much .activit,y·. 

The great pile, ,,1'ith its t11rret.s Bnd 
lmttlemcnts, stood oln1ost i11 the 

centre of tl1e cit:y, dorninating every other 
l1t1ilding. It ,v.o.s 0, for111ida.blc place'.' sttr­
.rottndcd by a deep n100J, ,,·hicl1 entirely 
encirc1ed the outc-r ,v.alls. The great dTa,v­
hridge ,,,as do,v11, AU.nd l1ocsen1cn ,verc con­
"ta_n t ly ridi11g to and fro. The people of 
Dunst:anc h.ad not seen st1ch comings a11d 
goi11gs for n1any· months. 

But tl1crc ,,,as little or no pon1p and sp]cn­
dottr. There ,,-ere 110 cottrtly knights in 
o.r1nottr _ to be sce11; no standnrd bearers; no 
trt1mpctcrs. These ho1·sc111e11 ,,·ere hard­
riding cot1riers of the ki11g; grim-faced men 
wl10 knc,\" that the ,,·l1olc sitt1.n tion in Nor­
tl1cstri1a ,,,as beco1ning ac11te. 

'!,hero ,vcre man~· soldiers in tl1e grca t 
conrt)-.a_r~-the ki11g's o,v11 pC'r8ot1a l gt1ards, 
in add1t1on to .a great 11un1b<'r of mc11 ,,rho 
aervcd tinder GL1ntha the Crafty. 

Guntl1a "~as a great Gothla11d overlord, 

and lie had lais own troops, bearing his own 
standard. l\lany miles of fair Nortl1estrian 
lands had been granted to Guntha, and, ir1 
return, Guntha wns using his soldiers and 
his serfs in the king's ser,,.ic9. 

The 'royal castle formed a ,vondcrf ul back­
ground to that courty·ard scene. Thero 
\\·ere b.alco11ies, on ,,rhich coul{l be seen the 
ladies and gentlemen of the Court. i\f.any 
of the "·omen \\"ere woari11g rich, fto\, .. ing 
silks, and tall conical hat.s. 

l\rithin the castle, in tl1e king's counci I 
chamber~& great, lofty t1J)nrtn1ent-Cedric 
the Crt1cl sat in a stiff, higl1-backcd chn ir. 
\\r itl1 hitn ,vcre his most po\\·erf u 1 overlords, 
and the king ,v.as in earnest cotincil. 

Tho overlords ,verc groupcJ abot1t him: 
Gt1ntha the Croft)", tt1e commander-i11-cl1ief 
of the Nortl1c':ltrian armies, a huge, po,,Ter: 
f ul, bearded man, aln1ost as big as Cedric 
himself; Atta,vt1lf tl1c Terrible, and Rcd,vold 
the Ruthless. 

These were Cedric's chief advisers. 'fhero 
\Ver~ others present, too-lesser men. AIJ 
,verc looking gra,~e-and trot1bled-all, that 
is, except ce·dric~ 

''Bali!'' he faid savagc1~-- ''\\~l1at care I 
for these paltry fools ,,·ho come from bc~:011d 
tho Great Ice? 'l,hink ,ie. Guntha, thnt I 
f cn.r then1? A }1a11df uL. b_y· m:y sot1l !" 

'' Ay, yot1r ?tla.jestv, but men ,,ritl1 strange 
powers!'' gro\vled duntha. "They come in 
a ,vondrous--'' 

'' Not so ,,·ondrot1s," interrt1pf.&d Cedric. 
''Ha, .. e I not been aboard that craft? I 
\\=-ill grant ~"e, Guntha, that it is strange to 
ot1r e:rcs. It is -made of metal-steel, me­
thinks. And it is· of great size. But can 
tl1esc m~n, even with euch a craft, defy me 
and all n1)1 migl1t ?,, 

'' l\Ictl1i111ks there arc otl1cr jlroblcms. ~~our 
l\lajesty, '' said At.tn,v11lf gra,·cly. '' \Vl1at 
of tl1esc Northestrian dogs? 'T,vas not so 
long ago that the men from the outside ,vorld 
u~ere here; a.nd it ,vas they who fired tl1e 
Northestrians to battle. Kassker tl1e Grim 
,vottld ha ,~e prevailed then, but for tl1c i11• 
tcrference of these strangers.,, 

'' Bt1t no\v' ,,·c o,vn Northcst,ria,'' said Cedric 
impatiently. '' ,ve, of Gotl1land, ha,·e in .. 
~~acled t.his countrv, and ,vc hold tl1c Nor­
thest.ri,a11s in st1bjcction. Arc ,ve to have this 
rich land ,,rrcstccl from ot1r grasp? Nay, 
Atta "'·ulf ! '' 

''"\:.ct tl1c country is distttrbed by tl1c a rri,rn l 
of tl1csc strangers," said Atta,vulf. '' rl'l10 
people -n re fired ,vitl-1 enth 1tsia5m.. Ere. long 
,, .. c s11all have tidings. Tho1-1 hast heard of the 
re,,.olt in !xv.ell--" 

'' S-p~'lk 11ot of tl1at, Atta,\rulf," interrupted 
Cedric contcn~ptuo_usl~1'. '' A revolt, say ·ye'? 
Bjr n1y marro\v and bones! I have inlready 
dispatched reinforccrncnts to Ix\\,cll, nn(l 
by no,v tl1e to,vn \\·ill once again be in tl1(\ 
possession of my soldiers.'' 

'' Ay, Ix,vcll sl1all s11fTcr deeply!'' sai~ 
Gt1ntl1a tl1e Crafty. '' I have given orders 
that the riugleadcrs of tl1e re,rolt .nre to 00 
namocl .a1ld executed. I\lethinlcs tl1c pco1>lc 
of· that to,vn will regret their folly.'' 



16 THE ~~EL,SON LEE LlBH.~tRY 

O l}TSIDE, o J1orse1na11 can10 gallopi11g 
over tl1e. dra,vbridge; he ,,·as travel­
staincd, ,veil 11igh cxl1austcd. He 
,Yas a courier, and v.·ithout delay he 

,,·as admitted to the ki11g's prese11ce, in the 
council chamber. 

'' \"\"hat 110,v ?" gro,vlcd Cedric, glowering 
upo11 tl10 111.an. '' Is't ill nc,vs )'e Jlring, 
k11a,rc? '' 

'' Ill, i11dced, your l\fajcsty !'' panted the 
n1a11. "I co111c from -the to,v 11 of I11ia. 'l,ho 
people lia vc risc11, the 
fortress hath b e e n 
stor111cd, and tho solclicrs 
Jefcated." 

(~cdric sprang to l1is 
feet . 

• , .. ~notl1er revolt ! '' he 
1 ht111derecl. '' Ha,-e tl1cse 
Northestrit111s gone mad?'' 

"A:y, 111ad wit,}1 cn-
thttsias111, because of tl1~ 
arrival of tl1csc strangers," 
saicl Atta.,vt1lf. 

•' \Vha.t of tl1is risi11g in 
J11a ~,, dcn1a11ded tl1c ki11g . 
.. Y c say·, fool, tl1at 111y 

~oldicrs are i11 fligl1t ? Diel 
they not cYcn stay to givo 
}Ja ttlc? '' 

Cedric's predecessor, Kassker tl1e Crin1, 
had paved the v., .. ay for this i11vasio11; Kase­
kcr had trained his men, bt1t Kasskcr ,vas 
dead. Cedric }1Qd t.aJ{e11 full ad,ra11tage of 
Kassker's ,York. 

Now that tl1c Nortl1cstria11s ,vcro rising, 
Cedric ,, .. as pa11ic-stricl,e11. H~ k11c,v 11C!t 
what to do hin1sclf, a11d J1e ra,·cd at h1s 
o,,.crlords becat1sc they, too, ,,-ere in a similar 
plight. 

'' Pcrcl1ancc tl1c .affair at Ix,,-cll ''"ill tt1rn 

'' Not onll· the people of 
I11a, ~·ottr ~lajestl'·, bltt t}1e 
JJCO}Jlc f ro111 tho st1rrot111d­
i11g villages a11d ha111lcts 
g,itl1crcd," said tl1c courier 
IJrca.thlcssly. '' I~ikc cn­
ra,gcd anin1als they fell 
upo11 tlie fortress. l\la11y 
,vcrc killed, bttt otl1ers 
6,,-ept on. ~Iy Gotl1li1ncl 
co111ra.dcs '"·ere valictnt., Lt1t 
't,vas to no purpose. Ina 
is in the possession of the 
Northestrians, and great 
ar111ics of tl1e people aro 
n1arching triumpl1a11tly to 
tl1c next to,v11. '' 

Crash I Bang I Bang I The maroon 
rockets exploded under the feet of the 
GotllJand horsemen, _causing terror and 

''Go !'., · s11arlcd Cedric. 
'' I like not n1cn ,vho bring 
111•~ sucl1 ill news. 1-

1 

'l"l1c courier retired, glad to get a,,·ay from 
Cedric's presence. And Cedric paced angrily 
tip an<l down, his chainn1ail jingling. 

'' l'fitit.h, ,vhat manner of advisers are ye?" 
lie de111a11ded, glaring at J1is O";erlords. 
'' Have ye nothi11g to say? Tha cou11try is 
rising. A day ago ,ve l1eld Northestria in 
tl1e 11.al,11 of ot1r l1and. Now Yt~e ~ct naught 
bttt tidings of revolt and · rebcll1on. . '1,he 
co111i11g of tht ... se strangers hath ,vrat1ght a 
111iraclc, n1cthinlcs 1" 

'rho aclvisers ,vcre impatic11t and angry. 
Cedric's attitude ,vas la111cnt.ab]y weak. 

Like most tyrants, }1e ,vas a ,--cry bold, 
agg1·cssivc man ,, .. }1ilst everytl1ing was going 
i11 l1is favour. ,vith his legions, he had 
s,vcpt into Nortl1cstr1a, and he had con­
qt1ered. It had been easy, for the peaceful 
Xorthcstrians ,vere not versed in tJ1e ,,·ays of 
,·.- ar ; ,vheJ:.Cas tl10 Got.hlanders under Cedric 
\\

1 cre trained soldiers. 

collfuslon. 

the tide," n1uttcred Cedric, f 1·0,vni11g. "\\·l1e11 
the 11ews sp_rcads that I have n1ade .in cx­
a1nplc of lx'""·ell, so will these Nortl1estrian 
fools lose tl1cir valiant spirit." 

Court attendants came through t,he great 
doors of the council chan1bcr, nnd another 
,,·oo.tl1er-stained courier \Yas ushered in. It 
V."as clear tl1nt the man had been riding hard; 
l10 staggered as he approached the thro11e. 

'' Ho,v 110w ?'' growled Cedric. '' Bring ~ye 
ill news, or good?'' 

'' Ill ne,vs, ~;our ~Iajcsty !'1 

'' rl'hen let inc 11ot lic.ar it I" tl1undcrcd the 
king. '' I 0.111 i11 no n1ood ! '' 

''Yet 't,vottl<l ·oo bettor. to know ,,~hat is 
happcni11g, your ~-Iajesty ,'' said Guntha tho 
Crafty, i11 sonic haste. '' Let the man speak.'' 

The courier, thus encouragcda. gave 11c,vs 
that ,vas precisely similar to that of the pre­
vious ,cot1rier. The to,,·n of Wcst,,·old, 
t,vcnty • n1iles to tho soutl1, ,vas in revolt., 
rhe garrison p~d been routed,· and tl~e Goth~ 
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lander soldiers, were in flight. 1·11c people 
,, .. ere marchi~g on, fc,~ered lJy ,·ictor:y. a11d 
tl1C' sl1out \Yh1ch rn11g abo,·c all others v.as in 
praiso of the '' \-Vond_rous strangers '' ,,,ho 
hacl come from he:l1'ond tl1c Great Ice to bring 
deli \~Crance to N orthestri.a .. 

'' By St. Attal tis !'' snarled Cedric. '' Ile ◄ 
gone, k11ave ! Alll~~·s tl1c sa.mc ! Always 
thcsp strangers from be)'On<I the ice! '1.'he)~ 
are the ca t1se of this strife ~" 

'' It bel1ov~s us to bestir otirs0l, .. cs. ·vour 
~1u.j cst)r," said Att.a w11lf, i11 alarm. · ''.Tl1is 
ii I 11~,vs is alr(\ady sprcadi11g throt1g}1ot1t t 110 
capital; nnd tl1e people here, in Dt1nstanc 
i tsP1 f, ,vill rise. ";--e are 11onc so safe i11 this 
cn~tlc, in the n1idst of the uprisi11g.,, 

'l1 l1c ki11g lattghccl harshly. 
'' I' f nith, Atta ,•,ttlf, t.l1j· ma rro,v lia tl1 t11rned 

to \':a.tcr. inc thinks!" lie s11ecrcd. '' Art 
afraid? Tliere is no danger- hcrt'. Inflan1~-d 
as tl1csc Nortlaestrians are, 11e,rer ,vill they 
clnr" to .attack Dttnst.a11c Distle. '' 

"'Tis 11011c too "-ise to be sure,'' replied 
A tt1a V{t1 l f ct1 rtly. . .. · 

A11d no,\· can1e another visitor; a l)ra,Yny 
Gothlandcr officer in fttll milita1·v regalia. 
R11t h·e ,vas a sorr}T spectacle, co,=ered ,~·i th 
dust a11d perspiration. 

"''"l1at is it. n1a11 ?'' ronrcd (~C'clric. '' Dost 
tl1ou bring ill tidings, too?'' 

'' 1\1::v lord. I seek: G tt11tl1a, n1y mnstf\r, 0 

panted the othf\r. 

I 

' ' rl,l1is iii.an is Captai11 Ruf us, the officer of 
the relief force ,\·hich ,vent hc11cc to Ix,,·cll,'' 
said Gu·ntha sharpl~,, as l1e strode for,vard 
,,·itl1 a j anglir1g of s1)11rs. '' V\r ell. Ruf tts? 
\\

1hat nc\l·s br1ngest thou ? le all ,veil in 
Ixwell ?" 

'' Alas, my lord, I can tell {>f nal1ght but 
disnstcr, '' said Captain Rufus breathlessly. 

"Di5aster !'' bello,ved Cedric, r1early foa1n­
ing with fttry. 1

' AlwaJ·s , disnster ! Al\va:rs 
ill-tidings! Wl1at llO\\r • fool?'' 

'' Speak, goocl Rttfus," eaid Gt1ntI-1a steadily. . . 

' ' Y ottr orders ,,1ere carried out, ffiJ" lord,'~ 
said Captain Ruf tis. '' At tl1e head of my 
men I rode into Ix,vell. Twas n1v intent.ion 
to disperse tl1e n1ob by the lanc~c ancl tl1e 
e'\\-·ord. All ,vent well t111til ,,-o \Vere in ti.le 
great central square. And, bel1old 1 ,,·e fot1ncJ 
a number of these strangers, bei11g acclaime(l 
by the populace.'' 

'' The stra11gers from tl1e ,vor1d1·ot1s galley·?'' 
'' Ay, my lord-and nat1gl1t bt1t 3?ot1ng 

,boys.'' 
'' Beshre,v tl1ee for a J.~navc !'' shoute<.1 

Cedric, glaring. '' Young bo~rs, say J'e? So 
they come asl1ore, !lo the:y? They becon10 
daring. No lloubt yo11r solcliers ct1t tl1em to 
pieces, Captain Ruft1s ?'' 

The officer flinched 11r1dcr the king's mock­
ing ft1ry. 

'' Nay, :your l\Iajesty, '' ho faltered. '' Scarce 
had my soldiers reacl1ed the centre of the 
sq11are, 011d disar,ter ovcroook the1n. \\ritl1-
o~t v/arning, migl1ty re1>orts sl1ook tl1e t.o\\·n, 
like unto -tho crasl1ing of doom itself. 
,.,.olumes of acrid smoke frightened a11d con­
fttsed ot1r horses. Pandemonium broke~ 
loose.'' 

'' An.d .l""e say that tl1ese strange l-"Outl1s 
cat1sed th!.S miracle?'' demanded Gu11tl1a. 

'' Ay, m)· lortl, '' replied the captain 
hoarsel::. ''I k110,v not what methods they 

on1plo:-,"ed; but n1j" soldicrd \¥c1·e 
ill eqttipped . for such meast1res. 
Even had they been "~illinCJ' to 
n1.ai11tair1 tl1e chinr-gc, their 
horses ,vould not allow of it. 
Fo~ e,,.cry steed reared, and 
1nost n1cn \\·ere ttn~c.at.ed. 'T,\·.as 
dire co11f us ion.'' 

'' And no~,. ? '' 
'' My 111cn -h.a,·e scatt-cr0d n1,· 

lord, and tl1oy seek naugl1t l1tit 
safety from tho vengoance of the 
Nor.thest.rians," -replied (;apt.ain 
Ru'ftts. "By h,ard riding I 
succeeded in getting tl1ro~gl1. 
Bt1t Ixwell is still in t.110 hands 
of t-ho rC1bels, and tl10 situation 
becon1cs gra ,·c. '' 

----· 
CHAPTER 7. 
The Capturer 

I T \v.as a blo\\T _for C~cdric tl1e 
C) rnel. · 

· -Suoh a blo\v, indeed, t}1.at 
ho lost .mt1cl1 of his fur1r. 

Tl1e bad tidings l1acl cnlme,l him, 
a11cl tl1ero ,vas a ligl1t in l1is c~·cs 

wl1ich clearly told of his fenr. 
'' By tl1e bones of Off a~,' l1e mt1tter~. 

'' Arc tl1ese strnngers devils, tl1en, that· they 
can defy the 111igltt of Goth]and? \Vhat 
\\"eapons nre these that they em1Jlojr? I grow 
ner,·ot1s, I ,·o\v ! " . · 

He ha(l confident.I)" expected thnt the re• 
taking of. Ix,,·cll ,,·ould l1a,·e a great moral 
effect ttpo11 t}1c people. And no,v came the 
nev.-·s tl1nt Ix,-rt•ll ,\·as still i11 1l1e ha11ds of 
t-J.1e rebels ! 
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'' By St. Guthrie!· I "·ill _deal with th;a 
sitl1at1on, my lor<l !'' said G11ntha the Crafty, 
l1is ,-oice gri1n. '' I .will send mine o,v11 per­
sonal gt1ards to Ix,vell witl1out delay. Five 
hu11dred Etrong-and every ma11 n ,var-scarred 
\'-eteran ! '' 
~ '' Ay, get l·e gone, Gt111tha, and attend to 
this,,, so.id the king dully. 

Gt111tha strode out, and l1e did not eve11 
nttempt to conceal the co11temptuo11s curl of 
l1is lip. Tl1c ki11g bad made a bad impression 
to-day. In tl1is crisis his true character ,,,.as 
being revealed. 

Gtt11tha, one of the greatest overlords oI 
Gothla11d, ,vas a po,ver in conquered Nor_th­
estria. Ile had visions, indeed, of us11rp111g 
Cedric a11d placing -himself ttpon the throne. 
In ti1nes of cribie Gt1ntha ,-ras, ,vithout dot1bt, 
the more resot1rceful man and a better leader. 

A11<l so the people of Dunstano soon be-
l1eld a brave sight. . 

Gttntha's picked bodyg11ard, a form1dabJo 
force ,vent galloping throt1gh the main 
streets, out into the open cot1ntry. The 
people shra11k back, afraid. 

The city of Dunsta11e ,,,as completely under 
the tj-"ra11t'e heel. There ,vcre soldiers on 
llt1ty in e,-ery pt1blic place, in evel'y street • 
• .\ rising here, in the capital, ,vas hardly 
tlossiblc. Yet the people '"ere jtts~ as ex­
eited-j11st as fired by the DC\\"S ,vi11ch kept 
trickling in. 

Ho,veve1·, no gatherings ,,·ere a)lo,ved; t.l1e 
soldiers dispersed every crowd which collected. 
DL111stano ,vas held in chains, so to speak. 

The people knew "~ell enough that dcli,·er­
a11co ,vould only come if the rebels from the 
p1·0,,.i11ces marched upon the capital and took 
it by force. And the run1ours ,,.·hich ,Yera 
abroad indicated that such a joyot1s event 
,, .. as e,·en possible. For the people were 
rising, no1·th, south, east and ,vest. 

I N Ix,vell the celebrations ,,Tere beco1ni11g 
l1ectic. 

Excitement held the to,vn in its grip. 
The relief force had been sha ttercd a[\d 

pt1t to rout 1 The people ,vent l'"ild ,vith en­
th11siasm. 

'1..,he St. Franl{'a f ello"vs, collecting in one 
g·rottp, ,1latched _ helples6Jy. They had ·been 
carried sl1oulder-high. They hnd been feted. 
But1 at le-ngth, they ,,~ere permitted a breath­
i11g s11ell, n11d thus they collected together, 
,v}1ilst all aro11nd then1 the people made 
111erry. 

'' It seems nil wrong to me,'' said Nipper. 
'' Tl1eso people of lxwell are taking too much 
for gra11ted. The Goth landers are dished for 
tl1e n1oment, bttt l1ow long ,viii it last?'' 

'' },or good, I should think,'' said Handforth 
e11th11siasticaily. '' The people are fed 11p 
,,,.itl1 tyranny, and they l1ave secured their 
freedom. They \\"on't let Cedric's soldiers 
boss then1 a.11y n1orc !'' 

'' I could believe that; Handy, if these 
Nort11estrinns showed any t;ign of organisa­
tion,'' replied Nipper. '' But look at 'em! 
J)at1cing ab<)t1t. like a lot of kids-shot1ting 
a?1d j"elling a11d cheering. \Vhat's tl1e good 

of that? Tl1eir only hope of mainta1n1ng 
victory is to orga11ise-to prepare their 1-ebel 
armies. And they're doing absolutely 
nothing ! If another Gothland f <?rce s,,,ee_ps 
into this town now, the people v.·111 be at its 
mercy.'' 

'' Yott're right, denr old fello,v, '' sai~ 
Travers. 11 And it seems to me, by my hal1• 
<lorn tl1at we'd better be getting back to the 
Pioi:ecr. \Ve've had our bit of excitement,: 
and it's tin1e for 11s to vamoose.'' 

'•Absolutely,'' said Archie G lcnthorne. 11 I 
mean to say, we', ... e used those dasl1ed 
m·aroons, and if it comes to another scrap ,ve 
shall be wallov."ing about in the ox--tail!' 

Handy was inclined to protest at this sug­
gestion.· He thought it sa,.i-ot1red of run11ing 
a,vay. B11t, as Nipper pointed out, it ,va8 
the only sensible course to take. Tl1ey could 
do nothing in the e,,.ent of another attack bY. 
the Gothland soldiers. 

O\ving to all the excitement and confttsion, 
the boys ,vere able to work their way throt1gh 
tl1e cro,vds. '!.,hey reached the ot1tsliirts of 
Ix,vell, and then proceeded at the double. 
TJ1e distance ,vas not so very far, a11d it ,vas 
qt1ite certain that their abse11ce l1ad been dis• 
CO"fered, and tl1at Nelso11 Lee and Dorrie 
,vere becoming a11xiot1B about them. 

Tl1cy were in the last street, and tl1e open 
country lay beyond. A quaint i11n stood on 
t.he left, and n ,vater-mill ,vas opposite.; 
Scarcely a soul was to be seen. · 

It ,vas at this point that sometl11ng un­
expected happened. Rot1nd the bc11d of tl1e 
1·oad came a strong force of Gothland so} .. 
diers, galloping hard. They ,vere upon the 
St. Frank's fcllo,vs ,vitl1 dramatic s11dden• 
ness-before tl1e boys could attempt to dodge. 

'' Great Scott!'' ejaculated Handforth.j 
''Look out, you chaps!'' 

Nipper grunted. J t1st as he had feared I 
It was mad11ess to ass11me that Cedric the 
Cr11el ,votild allo,v the rebellion to con tin U«) 

in Ix,vell. 
These soldiers "·ere a part of Gt1ntha's 

bodyguard. Cunningly, the officer in cl1arga 
had sent his men in several directions before 
entering Ixwell, and so the soldiers were now 
galloping into the to,vn from four qttarters 
at onoo, con,·erging to,vards the _centre. 

It was all over in a moment. 
This particule,r force, s,yeeping rotlnd the 

St Frank's b(?ys, surrounded them co1n­
pletcly. The officer in charge bello,ved- ot1t 
w1 order, and when Nipper and the others 
looked round, they found mot1nted n1cn on 
ev·ery side. 'fo es00,pe wiRs impossible. 

'' The ox-tail, old boys,'' murmured .. .\ rchie 
regret£ ully. 

"The stranger youths l'' we1:1t up a shou~ 
f rorn one of the soldiers. '' Kill them ! '' 

'' Ay, death to the dogs t'' • 1 

Swords flashed out, but f ortunat.ely tho 
officer forced his ,vay into the ·centre of tho 
men. 

'' Na.y, fools, dee..tl1 by the sword for these 
youths ,vo11ld ill ple-.B.43e the king,'' he said 
sharply. "Seize them, and bi11d them. \Ve 
will carry them i11to Dt1nstane as prisoners.'-♦ 
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Shouts of exultation ,vc11t up. 
'' ''!,will be & great victor}· for us,'' con­

tinued the officer. '' \Vith tl1csc ·~·out.hs as 
host.ages, the king ,vill hn ,re the ad V6nta.ge." 

'l'he soldiera \Vere dismounting, o.nd tl1ey 
pressed closer i11 upon tho boy5. 

'' Come on 1 '' hissed Ha.ndf orth. ''Let's 
u1.a.kc :1. fight for it ! " 

His ~1>irit ",.&s excellent, but he was too 
n1ttcl1 of a.n optimist. 'fherc ,vas no p0r;si-­
bility of making a fight here. 'l,here ,,·ere 
e, l1undrc-d men, and there y.~a5 no ,vay out 
of the t-rap. By fighting, indeed, the~y \\·ottld 
only sign their O\\"D dca.th-,,,arrant. For 
they ,vca-e unarmed, and tho soldiers, if it 
oan1c to the point, \Yould ruthlessly strike 
them do\\·n. 

H&ndf orth and one or t"ro others did, in­
deed, try to force ·a figl1t; bttt the Gothl&nd 
soldierrs \\ .. ere enormous n1en. T\vo of them 
gra~pcd Ha.r1dfort.h, a11d hcJd him as in· a 
, .. ice. The other boys \\'ere just as easily 
seized. Their wrists and arms and legs were 
bottnd by lea.ther thongs, and the "·hole thing 
was over within a mint1te or two. 

'' 1\1)' only se,intcd a.unt I'' gasped IIand· 
forth. '' W e•re in a pretty pickle now ! '' 

'' I'm not ,voTrying a.bout ourr ovrn pickle," 
said Nipper, \\Tith concern. '' \\.,. e shall be 
takc-n into Dunstanc nnd chucked into the 
ca.stle dungcong; I suppose; But w}i.a.t about 
?Ylr. Lee and Dorrie o..nd the otherrs? Their 
handa \1lill be &bsolutelv tied t'' 

Nipper -0ould see what ""ould ha.ppen. 
Cedric wou!d send an ult.in14tum to the 

Pioneer-threatening to put ell these hoJ7 S 

to dearth unleSB the submarine took its de-
- parturo firom Northestria, ne,·er to return. 

Cat1tion, a£te1r all, h.a.d its merits. The 
bo~rs had enjoyed their expedition into 
Northcstria, and they had been of service 
to the people of Ix,vell. Bt1t &t what cost! 
B~,. falling into the ha.nds of the enemy they 
had brought disa.3ter upon their ,vhole part)". 

Roughly· they were thrust upon the hOTses, 
a.nd tl1e soldiers mounted a,gain. Then, es 
:priso11ers, the J"Ottng deli,,.crers of Ixwell 
,\·ore ta,ken OOCk into the to,Yn. 

CHAPTER I. 
Turning the Tables! 

''I'll "rorried .. Dorrie,'' said Nelson Lee 
blun tJ,,. 

1,1 

"The ~"Ottng bcgga,rs won't come to 
any harm,'' said- Lord Dorrimorc, 

,vi th e, grin. '' Let 'em h.ave their fling! 
Don't forget they're yo11ng--and they like 
to have a hand · in the pie as mt1ch as ~'"e 
do.'' 

''That's not th'3 point ! '' tretorted Lee. 
'' Do :you ,vant all ottr plans jeopardised by 
some fool · prank of thec;e )"'Oungsters? I'm 
!]Ot saying they'Jl deliberately get themsel, .. es 
into hot water-but they don,t seern to 
realise the dangers. \Vhen they do come 
be.ck, I've half a rnind to give t.hem a. da.rned 
good t.anning. '' 

'' Says you I" grinned Dorrie. 
He \\~.a.sn't concerning himself in the slight­

est over the disappe.are.nce of some of the 
St. }'ar&nk's fcllo\VS. He and Lee had been 
so busy with the tank tha.t they ha.d 11ot 
noticed the absence of the boys for & con­
-sider.able time. In fact, they guessed no­
thing until they hL'6rd, in the dista.nce, the 
boon1ing reports of cannons-or something 
that sounded like cannons. · · 

Everybody h&d been surprised. They were 
qttito sure th.at neither the Northe.strians nor 
the Gotl1landers kne,v o.nything a.bout 
raodca-n fireia.rms or explosives. Then what 
was the mooning of those dotona.ting 
reports? 

After that, of course, Lee ha.d soon dis-­
covered that A n11mber of the boys had gone 
into the woods. 'fhe town of lxwell wra.s only 
a mile or t~·o &\\Tayt and thoae explosions 
had sounded from the.t direction. And- when 
Lea learned th&t Nipper a.nd Ha11df orth and 
two or three others had prrovidcd themselves 
l\·ith mwroon rockets, tho littlo ID)"Stery was 
explained. 
· The tank wa.s practioa.lly completed ; the 
engineers were now testing tho engines~ and 
making final adjustments. 

'' Any\\'&Y, for a test run we'll go a.croos 
countr~" into lxlvell, '' said Lee giruffly. 
'' We'll see ,,,.ha.t those boys ha,ve been doing, 
Dorrie. Confound them t Wo've quite 
enough worry without those youngsters get--
ting into a sorapc. '' ., 

But LoTd Dorrimore persistently ref used 
to believe that .a.n)·thing was ltrong. He 
\\ .. as .a happy-go-lucky fellow, ·Ba Leo ,vcll 
kne\\", arid he w.as a bit of ia fatalist, too. 

'' \Ve sha.ll find them all right,'' he de­
clared. '' And if \Ve don't, ,vb.at does it 
mattc,r? \Ve'll soon have Cedric ,vhere we 
,•.a.11t him, and then ,vc oon dicta.to our o,vn 
terms.'' 

"And if t.hl';e bo_ys ha.vo hl'l'n killed by 
Gothland soldier3 in the meantime?'' 

1
' I' n1 e..f raid )·ou', .. r got. e. f1rigl1tft1lly 

morbid mind, old man,'' said Dorrie, shaking 
his head. '' \'\7h,a.t o. perfectly gl1astly sup .. 
position ! '' · 

'' Yott'rc., hopeless, Dorrie,'' said Lee 
bluntly·. '' I'm going into Ix,vell-110,v." 

'' Goocl man! I'n1 ,vith j·ou,u replied his 
lordship cheer£ ully. . 

The tank ,va.s a, business-like proposit.ion. 
It was one of the ,·ery late-st types; it ,vas 
slate-grey in colot1r, rnkish-loolcing and 
formidable. 

For a whippet t.ank, it ,vas large. There 
"·ere t\VO e11orn1ous t.ractors, one on either 
sid0, a.nd right in the nose -,vas a turret· with 
e, me.chine-g11n butting 011t wickedly. 

There w,&s itteco1nmodat,ion inside (or q11it.o 
a number of men, in e,ddition to t.he driver 
a.nd n1achine-g11nnro-s. For t.anks of .. tl1i~ 
t:ype ,vcre designed £or the conveying of 
troops ir1to the firing line. 

Ne-Ison Lee ,,-b very ple.a.sed ,vith her. 
It h,ad come as a s11rprise to him that Lord 
Doririrnorc ha.d brought such m&Ssi,·e 
\Yoopon5 of \\'o.rfe.re. In a _country like 
Northestria., harassed by the Got.bland 
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soldier-s, a coµ.ple of ta.11ks ""ere worth a 
thousand men. 

'' You can call me a pessimist if you like, 
Dorrie,'' 9a-id Lee, '' but I don't think 
everything is as it should be. \Vhy did the 
boys fire those ma.roons? The odds are thaa.t 
they &1re in troub18-1l.Ild that they used the 
.. uaroons to signal us.'' 

''Well, we're going, aren't we?'' asked 
Dorrie. "We can't do m0tre tnan that." 

Nelson Lee found one of the engineers 
just e~e.rging from t_he tank, hot, greasy, 
bt1t sm1l111g. 

'' She's O.K. now, l\lr. Lee,'' he said. 
'' She'll run & tree..t,. I fancy.,, . 

'' I'm gl&d to hear you s.ay th&t, Mr. 
Macl&ren,'' said Lee. •• Lord Dorrimore and 
I aire going off at once. We w.ant to see 
,vhat'a happened to those bo:ys. '' 

•'You'll need '°e, then, sir?'' asked the 
officer eagerly. 

'' I'd like you to come, but I wa.nt all 
the available spe.ce,,, replied Lee. '' If those 
boys are i11 trou1b1e, we,. shall h&ve to pack 
them into thi~ tank-and it'll be & tight 
squeeze.'' 

"I'm pretty thin, Mr. Lee,'' said Maclaren. 
1

' Go ahead, - then~'' smiled Nelson Lee. 
'''You know how to use a ma.chine-gun, don't 
l?ou ? Then you ma.y be needed.'' . 

The young engineer was delighted ; he 
dodged back into the ta.nk, e.nd took· up bis 
position. Lord Dorrimore placed himself 
at the for'.a:rd m.achine-gun, and Nelson Lee 
took the tank's controls. 

By his orders, everrbody in the co,~e now 
boa·rded tho Pio11ecr s motor-.boat and re­
turned to the submarine. 

The assembling of tl1is tank was a bold 
1,troke. llitheirto, the entire visiting party 
had confined itself to the subIDQrine-which, 
in it.self, was & kind of floating f octress. But 
now th.at the ta,11k ,va.s assemble-cl, it could 
only rem.ain ashore. Nelson Leo saw the 
necessity of eot:ablishing e, I.and OOSc; and 
it would nce-d to be a. strong position, so 
toot it could ho oosily held. 

1-lowever, t-hese "rere problcmg ,vhich would 
have to be dc.aJt with latc,r. Fo-r the moment, 
Nelson Lee was confining him.self to the 
imznediate task. 

A cheer ,vent up f.rom the Pioneer's deck, 
where the ccst of the St. Frank's fellows 
nnd all the Moor View girls wetro collected. 
'I'he tank was moving _up the hooch, crawling 
iike some monstro11s reptile. Clouds of 
smoke ,vcre isstting from her exhaust. 

Nelson Lee delibeT&tely charged at some 
trees, e,nd they \\"ere sent crashing over. The 
t~nk, lu:rching and swaying and slithering, 
chrurged on,vards "~ithout even checking her 
pace. 

She skirted the ,vood, crossed a meadow, 
pl11ngcd through a, hedge, a11d then arrived 
1ipon the dusty roo..d. Lee, ,vho "·as driv­
ing, \.V,a.s glad of t.his. He knew that the 
roo.d led straig.ht into Ix,vell. 

'' Look out, . yolI t,vo !'' he shouted. '' I'm 
going to put on some-Bpeed.'' 

"Go ahe&d !" c.ame Dorrie's hail. '' The 
111oro speed, tl1e better ! \Vhat oan this bus 
do, all out T '' 

Dorrie "'·as surprised, a minute later. 
Tho ta11k "·as & triumph of engineeri11g 

skill ; she increased her speed, tea.ring over 
the dusty roa.d, Jeaving an immen~e cloud 
of dust in her rear. Fe.ster and faster­
until Lee saw, by the speedometer. that sl1e 
w&s touching foa-ty miles an hour. 

Lee slowed down after a bit, a.nd -.,.,hen 
Ixwell ai,me within sight the tank was 011ly 
doing about twenty. But even at this speed 
"he ate up the road, and thundered into 
Ixwell. 

At first glance of the deserted stre~t.s, 
Nelson Lee knew that something big \Yas 
happening in the town. Ocoasionally, he 
oa,ught e. glimpse of frightened men and 
women and children. Some of them scuttled 
out of the way, down e.lley.s, e,nd into door­
ways. People stared from windows, p.ale 
f.aced and frightened. They were ob,,.iow;]y 
terrified by this noisy monster which had 
come roaring down the street. 

Therre were more people fa.rtber on ; tbe 
deeper the tank got into the town, the 
greater were · the crowds. Groups of North­
estrians stood back, &gTh&St. Others ,vere 
fleeing for theia- lives. _ 

Nelson Lee, who had no desire to frighten 
the populace, thought it u well to oall • 
halt~ So he brought.the t&n-k -to a sta.ndst.ill, 
stepped out, and b~koned to some of the 
nearest men. 

'' Don't be afraid 1'' he shouted. '' I am 
your friend. I am known to you as Lee the 
Lionheart. '' 

A shout went up, and it was echoed and 
re-echoed. 

'' Lee the Lionheart ! ,, 
'' The ,vondrous strangers have ·come to 

deliver 11s !" 
''Hurrah!" 
'' Lee the Lionheart !'' 
The people lost their fea-r, end they came 

surging round, freshly excited. Bttt tl1ey 
looked at the tank askance, for it was still 
emit.tin~ clouds of smoke and was pu1·ring 
ominot1sly. 

'' Tl1ot1 hast come opportunely, my lord!', 
pant0-d 011c of the townsmen. '' But ,ve kno,v 
not ,vhat to thinlc. This monstrous object 
affrights us--" 

'' Do you lcnow anything of some yot1ths 
who entered thiJ town?'' asked Ne]s011 Lee. 
'' 'l'hey are members of 01tr party.'' 

,, Ay, good Lee the Lionheart !" said t.l1e 
man. '' They are captives.,, 

''-What f'' 
~' 'Tis sad news I impart, bt1t thy yo11ng 

friends are capti"""e~ i11 the central sqt1are~ 
seized _by the brutal Gothland soldiers." 

'' Captives I" said Lee sharply, and ,vith 
@ome relief. •• They are not harmed, then?'' 

'' l'f aitl1, I rr1arvel that the Gotl1landers 
have 11ot pt1t them to deatl1,'~ said the other. 

'
1 Perchance the brtttes have .son1e more 

<leadly pt1r1ishn1ent in store." 
(Oo,itinued on page_ 24.) 

., 
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H ALLO, everybody? 
,vhat do ~you t,hink of Number One 

of my Weekly ! ~larvellous, isn't it ? 
(By George, if anyone disagrees tl1e)1 're 

a.sking for a biff on tho boko ! ) Tl1e 
,, ... ookly is in response to millions of letters from 
n1illions of admirers in e,·erJ' corner of tl1e globo. 

The idea came to me when I was dotting 
Churchy in tlie eye for being a cl1eeky lubbor-
110 called me a clun1sy clodhopper because I'd 
upsot some ink down l1is best suit-, or something 
triv·ia.l like t-hat, 

Becau.~ I want tl1is ntrmbcr t-o be a howling 
success, I ha,,.e decided to ,vrite everj-""thing 
1nyself. Some of tl1e other cl1aps tried to butt 
in, but I told tl1em to play marbles. After al], 
they write such silly'piflle, and it wouldn't be fair 
to tl1em tol compare it \.vitl1 mine. Later on I 
migl1t let them have a t-ry-if thoy behave 

H 4,.\. \TING entered a competition in which 
I shall win t,velve free ticket.a for tl1e 
C11p Final at \\remhley on Saturde.~,,-, 
I intend talcing a party of St. Frank's 

fellows to '""itness t.he mat.ch Tho following is 
tl1e day's programme, althougl1 it will depend 
to a large extent t1pon the fiver \\"l1icl1 I have 
aslced ,tl1e pater to send me. 

6 o'clock. Time to get up-and nnybody wl10 
isn't up will get a basin of cold water over him. 

7 o'clock. Charabanc and n, lorry due to 
arriv·e at St. },rank's. Lorry ,viii .be stocked 
,vitl1 gr,1b, wl1ich I sl1all pay for out of tl1at 
fi,,.er. Food ,,.,.j}l be transferred from lorry to 
charabanc by a series of pulle~,.s while travelling 
at full speed. {Tl1is o.pparatus is 1ny own inven­
tion, and i£ st1ccessful I'll become a millionaire.) 

9 o'clock (u.pprox:). Arri,te at London, wl1ere 
wo sl1all soe the sights. including tl10 Tower of 

themselves properl)". 
I\Ieanwhile, stick yot1r 

noses into Number One 
of the Weekly and ~lue 
your eyes to its masterly 
contents-but don't send 
me your tailors' bills for 
burst waistcoats or your 
doctors' bi]ls for split 
sides. And don't forget 
to write and tell me \\"hat 
you tl1inlt of the \Veekly. 
Cheerio till next week. 

PICTURED PROVERBS 
L o n d o n, Houses of 
Parliament, King's Cross 
Station, etc. 

E. 0. HA~DFORTH 
(Cl1ief Editor-in-Chief). 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
THE IMPOSSIBLE 

ACHIEVED. 

12 o'clock. Posh dinner · 
at n posh hotel. 

1.80 p.m. Start for 
\'\romblcy in tho chars• 
bane. Arrive at tl10 .Sta-­
di um and take our seats 
in t.l1e stand. If tl1ere's 
anybody occupying thorn, 
biff 'em out on their 
necks. \\-r atcl1 tl1e game, 
,,thicl1 will bo won by tl1e 
club scoring most goals. 

4.30 p.m. Back to Lon­
don. Tea. Film show 
in the e,,.ening and after 
that, if tl1ere's anytl1ing 
loft of the fiver, sausages 
and me.sl1ed in e, posh 
\\'. est J~nd restattrant. 

10 o'clock. Ba.ck to 
St. Franlt's. 

Next week's number ot 
my Weekly is better than 
ever. Take a tip from the 
horse's mouth and order 
your copy In advance, 
otherwise you'll be an 
also rank E. o. B! 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
'' Rolling stone• gather no moss,'' 

as demonstrated bY Fatty Little • 

No·rE.-Handy didn't 
win the t-welve free 
tickets-and he wouldn't 
have got tl1e fiver from 
his pater.-N. L. Ed. ,_ 
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Y'S HINTS No. 1 

How to Play Footer 
-, . 

By the celebrated junior goal,heeper of St. Frank's 

A. LTHOUGH the author of 
these hints is a goal~, he 
recko-ni hs can play in 
arty posi.t·ion on ,he .field, 

90 hls adv-ice. will bB of imniense 
v.Zm to huddin,g jootballe.r11. 
After you hai,e read this article 
yfJ'u should, all be good enotuJh 
to-· play for your counlry. 

Centre - lorward. - It's the 
centre-forward's job to score 
goals, so it is essential that his 
shots sl1ould be like cannon­
balls, fired with the rapidity of 
a machine-gun. He 1nust, learn 
to shoot with botl1 feet and with 
no feet-that is t-0 say, he muf!t 
be able to use his head, too. 

lnside-forwards.-Your job is 
to food tl1e centre-forward with 
passes so that he can score goals 
as described above. Don't be 
rrightened to feed him too much; 
this kind of feeding won't malte 
J1im fat, a.nd costs you nothing. 
?\lust be able to diddle opposing 
def enders standing on his head 
or his feet. 

Outside-forwards.-TJ1e speed 
merchants of the team, ,vho 
sl1ould be capable of running 
like the wind, storming past 
defenders like lightning, sending 
hurricane passes to tl1e centre-

EXCHANGE 
FOOTB • .\LL FOR S""l\.LE.­

Brand new except for two splits 
in case, and sixteen p1mctures in 
bladder. Wonderful bargain. 
\Viii exchange for toffee-al!ple. 
Apply Juicy Lemon, 'I bird 
Form, St. Franlt's, 

REMARKABLE OFFER.­
·ro the first junior who applies 
for " Latin Grammar and 
Syntax-in six volumes ,, (a 
birthday present from doting 
aunt) tho ov1ncr will- give, fref}, 
gratis, and for nothing, a 
pen'orth of peant1ts. Apply 
C. de Valerio, Remove Form. 

\VHO \\' ANTS A '' SOAK­
~E~I ,, \V ATER PISTOL ?­
Guaranteed to shoot stra.igl1t 
for a llistance of six inches. 
Owner settling do,w.rn in life and 
wants to lead e. quieter life. 
Will exchange for game of 
Lucio. Apply Owe11 l\iajor, 
Remo,·e J:t,orm, St. Frank's. 

forward, or zepl1yr-like pa.s.~es 
to their inside me11-in other 
words, they,re supposed to pt1t 
the breeze up their oppone11ts. 

Half-backs. - Tl1ese gentry 
110.ve a responsible posit.ion and 
-=-well, I was going to say tl1at 
they have plenty of worlt, too, 
but I won·t, because that migl1t 
put some of you slackers off. It 
is their duty to help t.he for­
wards in at.tack, and to assi8t the 
full-backs in defence. So if you 
have all 'tl1e qualities of tl1e 
forwards afore1nentioned, and 
the qualities of the full-backs 
aftermentioned, you'll clo. 

Full-backs.-If I were capt.ain 
of a team I sl1ould tell the backs 
that if they let any of the oppos­
ing forwards past tl1em once 
they cot1ld expect a tl1ick ear_ 
They're there to stop the oppo­
sition from worrying the poor 
goalkeeper. All backs should be 
able to kick the ball from one 
end of the fiel,l to the other end 
and back again. 

Goalkeeper.-Goal.keeping is 
easy. All you've got to do is 
stop the ball from entering the 
t1et. Any idiot can do that. I 
ought to know, as I play in goal 
myself. . 

AND MART 
1\IOTOR-BIKE WANTED.­

,vilJing t.o sacrifice all personal 
belongings-penknife with a 
broken blade, piece of string, a 
bent farthing, and two buttons, 
011e in the middle of a chunk of 
toffee-in exchange. What 
hopes ! Any offers ? Don't all 
rush at once. Apply Reggie 
Pi_tt, West Hot1Se. 

LATEST INFOR~I • .\TION 
concerning St. Frank's on any 
and every topic supplied at 
moderate fees by Toddy Long. 
All clients m11st wear carpet 
slippers, a.nd give tho pass~vord, 
'' Pax." 

BIRDS' EGG COLLECTORS. 
Half o. dozen ripe eggs· (origin 
doubtful) waiting to be disposed 
of by owner, who is a conjurer. 
,Vhat offers ! (Free use of gas­
mask to all prospective pur­
chasers.) Apply Yt1ng Ching, 
Remove Form, St. Frank's. 

·-· ~- -

~~-
----== 

&RIM IN THE SOUP I '' A VISITOR, guv'nor I ,, announce 
Splinter, coming into the COIJ 

suiting-room of his maste1 
Trackett Grim, the most·ma1 

vellous detective the world l1ad e\"E 

seen and was ever likely to see~ 
Not that l1e could be seen at tl1is me 

ment for lie was hidden behind terrifi 
clouds of tobacco smoke that would ha\' 
made London's worst fog'look silly. 

" \"\'~ho i!I it, SJ?linter ? ,, crune Grim~ 
magnificent voice from behind .th 
smoke screen; and Splinter's repl 
caused a bombsl1ell that made even l1i 
celebrated master's false teeth rattle. 

''Knock.kneed Nesbitt!,, was --tl1 
Jad's shattering answer. And althoug 
Trackett Grim had received rott.ers c 
all types in his consult• . •i ·. 1: 

ing-room, the news that .:::-::")lrfc 
t11e king of London's Un- _ / __ ,· -l ~• . 
derworld wanted to see / /'1 ~ ~ 
him caused him to s,val• Jfi ,--.. .... :\ 
low half a ton of his own r,r 
tobacco smoke. 

••Really! I am 
honoured ! '' said Grim 
with grim humour ; and 
as Splinter burst his 
sides with laughing a~ 
tl1e clever joke: '' Come, 
cease this frivolity, 
Splinter ! '' lie added 
severely. '' Show the 

The crook 1n1 
run away frCJ 
and turned it 

gentleman up.'' 
Still doubled up with laughter at hi 

master's keen sense of h11mour, Splintc 
staggered o·ut of the room, ,vl1i1 
Trackett Grim sprang ipto tremendot 
activity to safeguard himself against th 
dangerous, ruthless, terrible croolr wl1 
was coming to interview l1i1n. Tl.:.e grea 
detective was afraid of no n1an ; but t 
be on the safe side, l1e armed himse 
with two revolvers, a, macl1ine-gt1 
wl1ich he propped up beside his desl 
and a dozen or two gas bombs. Tl1c 
he pt1t on his ht1ge briar pipe again an 
puffed out anotl1er tl1iclt smoJ.re scree1 

'' Put that popgu11 a,vay ! ,, snappe 
Traclcett Grim harsl1ly. 

He l1ad l1eard Kriock•ltnoed Ncsbi1 
enter the consulting-room, owing to tl~ 
banging togetl1or of l1is knees as 110 wal1 
ed; and l1is wonderful eyesigl1t, able t 
pierce tl1e thicl{est smol{e, sa,v tl1e noto1 
ious criminal draw his gun on enterinJ 

Nesbitt dropped his weapon as thot.tg 
it l1ad become 1'ed.hot. Ho couldn 
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)see Grim, of course, and he was as 
, ·surprised 88 the dickens. 

Knock-kneed Nesbitt, Icing of the 
Underworld, criminal genius, ruthless 
gunman and killer, was o. vicious-look­

... ing brute. It was easy to see why every­
body~ except Tracliett G:rim and 

.. Splinter. of course trembled at the 
, very mention of his name. His ugly 

.· dial was enough to frighten o. cat. 
'' \V11at do you want, Nesbitt ? Spill 

1 ,n, mouthful l ,, ca1ne Trackett Grim's 
:~,roice from somewhere in the room. 
,. ~ After about five minutes searching . 
.,.~througl1 the s~oke, the crook f?und 

Grim, seated 1n a deep armchair, a 
machine gun resting on his lap. 

'' Don't try any funny stuff,. you ugly­
faced, brute 1 '' warned the detective. 

'' I know you, and I'm 
taking no chances. I've 
got you covered, and if 
you so much as breathe 
I'll plug you until you 
look like a sieve.'' 

Knock-kneed Nesbitt 
didn't like the i11sulting 
references to his per­
sonal beauty, and he 
scowled ferociously. But 
he knew that the mag-

. _,';~ nifi.cent figure before 
lad the machine- him was his mas~r, and 

Trackett Grimt ~e sw~llowed. his fool­
aon the detective. 1ng sw1th a noisy gurgle. 

'' Aw, cut it out, Grim. 
I give you best. Let's be matey o,rer 

r1 a glass of water, __ ,, 
l · '' l\ilatey I Pah ! ,, Seo~ sizzled out 

~- of Tracket.t Grim's flashing eyes. 
:"· '' ?tiatey ,vith a scoundr~l like you ! 
·:No, sir-no, ton t.l101IBand million 
r times. Say, can all tl1is junk, and let's 
: get do,vn to brass t,in-taclts. '\\'l1y 
t l1a ·v·e l"OU con1e l1ere ? i, 

I(nock-b::need Nesbitt's teeth sl1owed 
;: ·in a snarl. He was jolly annoyed be­
.· c.ause Grim had refused to drink a 
1 • glass of ,vater with him. 

" Listen, you dumb defective, and 
I'll tell you. I'v·e come to ask you to 

t, joi11 my gang. You've been jolly rudo 
I to me, but !:n forge~ that. \Vha.t 
1 • .abot1t it, bo ? 
. · , It toolc a lot to surprise Trackett 
l Gri1n 11 bt1t tho crook's statement cer­
p ta.inly st1cceeded in doing so now. 

And jt1st for one moment his amaze­
ment caused l1im to relax his vigilance; 

(Continued at foot of next column.) 
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CI ,ASS-ROOM CLIPPINGS 

By George, you chaps! 
There was a terrific 
sensation in the Sixt-h­
Form lecture hall the 

other morning. Professor 
Sylvester Tucker, the absent­
minded St. Frank's science 
1naster, was dt1e to gi,,.e a, 
lecture. He arrived dressed in 
his pyjamas and night-cap. He 
proceeder! to ]ie on the table, 
m1unbled '' Good-night ,, to tho 
seniors, and promptly went to 
sleep. He thought it was time 
to go to bed! 

• • • 
Another sleepy story. Thie 

happened during Fifth Form 
le~sons. Mr. Pagett asked 
William Napoleon Browne to 
gi,"e hifil views on the cause of the 
fall of the Roman Empire. 
Browne ~ot on his legs and 
t,alked solidly for an hour and a 
half-at the end of which time 
everybody, including old.Pagett 
himself.. was fast asleep. ( I 
don't wonder at it, either!) 
Browne hasn't got over this 
waste of his oratorical powers 
yet. • • • 

Masters a.re spoil-sports. And 
they always tum up when they 
are not wanted. Jerry Dodd 
was giving an exhibition of 
lassoing in the Remove class .. 
room recently. Old Crowsfeet 
(ahem! I mean, )Ir. Crowtll­
he might see this !) was out of 
the room. Jerry had just 
lassoed the blackboa.rd when­
in walked llr. Crowell, got 

l1is hands left tl1e machine-gun 
on his lap. It was the moment 
Knock-kneed· Nesbitt l1ad been 
wa,i ting for. · 

Quick as a flash, he grabbed 
the machine-gun and turned it 
t1pon the detectiv·e. The tables 
were turned. 

'' Call yourself a detective ! '' 
sneered tl1e crook triumphantly. 
"Why, you couldn't detect a 
bad kipper.' 1 His tone suddenly 
became harsh. "Get ot1t of 
tl1at chair away from those 
bombs and things and stand in 
tl1e middle of the room. And 
now I'll tell l~ot1 why I came 
l1ere. Not to ask you to join 
my gang-ho, ho ! wl1at a joke 
-but to get those sparklers 
tl1at Lord Bilton left in your 
charge. 'l.,hey're worth a cool 
million, if a penny,, and I want 
'om. Cougl1 'em up, Grim-and 
don't eto.rt · any hanky-panky, 
else I'll plug you ! '' 

(To be continued.) 

mixed up in the rope, with tl1e 
result that the blackboard fell 
on his pet bt1nion. Jerry hasn't 
given another exhibitio11 since 
neither has he been able to sit 
down with any degree of 
comfort. 

• • • 
I had to go into the Third 

Form class-room the other day. 
Mr. Suncli:ffe wasn't there, and 
the fa.gs were indulging in tl1e 
thrilling sport of ink-slin~ng 
with their pens. My minor 
caught me a packet in the eye, 
and so I promptly went for 
him. I was in the thick of it, 
with about five thousand fags 
all clawing on to me. when 
Stmny toddled in. ' (Didn't I 
say that masters are a hope]es.s 
Jot 2) And, would you belie~e 
it, he ticked me off for fighting 
boys smaller than myself. It's 
a hard world f 

TO FELLOW-
SUFFERERS 

T O those of you who have 
survived reading the 
first issue of Handy's 
,veekly, tl1&Editorof the. 

NELSON LEE has asked me to 
say a few words of explanation. 
(By the way, this notice has 
been inserted without Handy's 
knowledge, and I'm expecting 
a few blaek eyes as a result.) 

Apparently Handy barged 
into the Editor's office on press 
day and demanded that 43 
pages of the paper should be de­
voted to his late.st Trackett 
Grim '' masterpiece.'' Because 
he wanted to get rid of E. 0. 
pronto, and because he thought 
a '' comic supplement ,, wo1tld 
'be a bit of a novelty, the Editor 
rashly agreed· to let Ha11dy 
produce a ma.gazine, to be in­
corporated witl1 the NELSO~ 
LEE-and these three pages of 
piffie is the result. 

Anyway, the NELSON LEE 
Editor has asked me to tell yot1 
not to take too much notice of 
Handy's nonsense. He abso­
l11tely refuses to be responsible 
for anything that may l1appen 
as a result of Handy's piffle. 
If you are told to stick your face 
in the fire to improve your com .. 
plexion-and Handy's ql1ite 
capable of that--clon't do it. 
Cheerio, Nelson Leeites, and 
pleaso accept my heartfelt 
sympathies. 

'\V ALTER CRURCR. 
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,_ INVADERS OF NORTHESTRIA ! 
(Oo11tinued from pagt 21.) 

'' ,,,..o'll see about that,'" said Nelson Lee 
griml,y. '' 111 the central squari', eh? Straight 
ahea.d? Good !" 

He ,vent back into the tank, slammed the 
great steel door, and the monster lurehed for­
ward or1ce more-the peo~lo soattering on all 
sides. The tank plt1nged 011 and, leaving tl1e 
quaint old cobbled streets behind, ,,,.cnt 
chargi11g into the big, opc11 space in tl1e 
very cc11tre of the to,vn. 

.t\nd l1ere, indeed, ,ras a great spectacle. 
011 every hand ,vore throngs of N ortl1cs­

trian to,,·nsfolk. They ,vcrc being kept back 
l1y the Gothland soldiers. 111 the centre of 
the square were more Gothla~ders, mot1ntcd; 
and i11 their midst ,yas the s-n1all pnrty of St. 
Ifra11k' s fello,,,.s. 

A11 officer on l1orseback ,vas reading sotnc­
tl1ing aloud-a proclamation.. 'l1 ho bo)'"S ,verc 
in a group, securely bound and roped one 
to the other. Apparently tl1e)" ,vere soon to 
bo marched out of the to,Yn. 

But the arrival of the tank made all tl1e 
difference. 

A t.l1mult started amol!_gst the to,vnsf olk, 
and it quickly spre&d. Handfor~l1, lookiug 
i11 tl-1at direction, felt l1is l1cart g1,re a great 
• Jttmp. 

'' 1\1)~ only hat!'' he gttrgled. '' Look, you 
cl1aps ! A to11k 1" 

'' Good gad I" 
'' It's llr. Lee-anci Dorrie r• 
''Hurrah!'' 
Tho Gothland officer, interrt1ptcd in his 

speech, turned rottnd, l1is horse prancing ner• 
vously-sccnti11g trouble already·. 

'' Sllcnce, yot1 :young dogs!" con1mandcd tl1c 
officer harsl1ly. 

''Rats!" · roared Handfort-h. ''This is 
,,·here :you get it in the ncck-J·ou and l·our 
rotten Gotl1landers ! '' 

Other shotits ,vere ringing out 110,\·, mainly 
f ron1 tl1c soldiers; shouts of consternation and 
dismay. For the tank, incrcasi11g its spe~d, 
"·as tl1underi11g across the cobbles-right to­
li\Tards the centre of the square. 

For the first fe,\· mometlts the Gotlila.nder:; 
\Ycre struck du1nb. They j Kst stood n1otion­
less, staring. A modern ta.nkt ad,·anci11g 
to the attaclk, is a formidable enougl1 siglit 
for anybody. To the Gotl1lianders, \\Tl10 knc,v 
notl1i11g of tanks. and \\"ho hnd never seen 
suc.h n thing in all their Ii \'·es, it ,vas a sight 
\\·hich paralysed them into terrified inactivity. 

Nelson Lee had told Dorrie nnd l\faclaren 
to ,,·i th hold their machine-gur1 fire tintil the 
,·cry last n1oment. 1'hey ,vere not to use 
their '\\·capons unless they ,Yero compelled. 

As eve11ts turned out, tl1e n1achinc-guns 
were not e,~en ncicde-d. 

'l~l1e sight of the tank ",.as cnougl1. If 
the soldiers \vere scared, so ,vcre the l1orses. 
'l'hey \\"Cre praC'tically unmana~eable, and 
thc_y \\·ere prancing and leaping madly. 
Yells of terror arose from the nearest M>l­
dif'rs, nnd the-\· AC'd. 

rl 'h ~ 11:1 n ic ,tlrca r1. n n<l it s\YC'pt throt1gh tho 
f CJ q :1 re• ; ; ~p ,,- i Jd !i; t'. ,\ .. i• Iii 11 t "-~nt j .. seconrls 

al 1 tl1c Gotl1land soldiers ''"'ere eitl1cr gallop-
• • 1ng or rt1nn1ng a,vay. 

rrho St. Frank's boys ,vere left standing 
alone in tl1e centre of the sqt1arc. 

''Hurrah!'' 
'' We're resc11cd,, you chaps!'' 
'' Good old l\lr. Loe!'' 
'' Do,vn ,vith tl1e Gotl1landcrs !'' ronrc-d 

Handforth. '' Dicln't I tP-11 }·ou chaps tl1a.t 
everything "~ould ho all right?" 

Tho tank, s,vinging rot1nd, came to a halt. 
The steel door opened, and Nelson Lee 

stepped ottt. A fresh sl1out of joJr ,vctlt up 
f ron1 tl1e bol:rs. 

'' Yes, you can cheer!" said Lee sharply, 
as he ran towards them, opening n. big knife. 
'' You scent to ha,re got )"Ourself int~ a pretty 
nice mess, el1? It's a good thing \\"O finished 
tl1is tank in time, so that "·c could come to 
~'ot1r rcsctte. •• 

'' A,vfully sorr)y, sir[" pa11ted Nipper. '' It 
,,·asn't c11r fa ult, really.. ,,1 e ,vere taken by 
st1rptise." 

'',,.,ell. }·ou can gi,·e me yot1r explanations 
latcr-,vhen ,ve'rc safe,'· replied Lee. ''Thank 
Heaven l',.ou'rc all l1ere-and t111hurt !" He 
cut tl1rol1gh tl1eir bonds quickly, and they 
were soon all released. '' Into the tank-all 
of yot1 ! '' he ordcrPc) briskly. -

'' Is t.herc room for 11s, sir?" gasped Ch1trch . 
'

1 You'll be sqnasl1cd. b1.1t you'll find room," 
replied N clson Lee. '' Httrry 11p I ,,7 c com• 
rnand tho situation at the moment, but we 
mt1stn't forget that there arc hundrecls of 
soldiers at hand, and if tl1ev rcco,·cr tllCir 
ner,"e things "·ill go badl_y for· us." 

The boys, shouting excitedlJ", piled into 
the tank. And, as though to prove the 
trt1th of Nelson Lee's warning, arro,vs ~i.me 
l1t1rtling ago.inst the tank's 6idcs. The Goth­
land archers, partially reco,,.ering, "·ere 
making a half-hearted att.ack. 

Ping I Ping! Ping! 
The arro\\·s, coming in greater n11mbers, 

sp]i11tercd against the tank and on the 
cobbles. L~e pludked one of the arrows 
from his slec,·e. 

It ,vas certain)~ .. getting hot! 

' 
CHAPTER 9. 

The Proclamation I 

A S the last boy squeezed himself i11to 
the tank, Leo took a quick look rottncl. 
The Gothlandcrs, finding that their 
horses ,vere too terrified to face the 

tank, were now advancing on foot. Officers 
,vcre sl1ot1ting encouragement, and suddenly 
the soldiers charged to the attack. 

Leo sqttcczc-d himself into the tank, and 
slan1me.d the door. He could h~~r the bo:rs 
talking excitedl,y·. T}1ey ,vere packin~ them• 
selves into tho confined space, for the interior 
of tl1is monster of ,var ,,·as very much like a 
Chinese puzzle. rl,he boys had to squeeze 
themselves just ,vhcre thej' could find room. 

Bt1t. Ll'c got to his driving seat, and his 
old coo1n('~s had rC'tt1rn0d. He kne,v that the 
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clanger .was now over. · Every boy was safe, 
and this tank was stronger than any of 
Cedric's fortresses. 

'' Three cheers for Mr. Lee l', came Hand­
f orth's excited voice. '' Get off my chest, 
Church, vou ass I Don't dig me in the ribs, 
Travers 1r, 
. '' Awfully sorry to put 3-"Pou to this trouble, 

sir,'' came Travers' voice. '' But perhaps it's 
all for the best. You're scaring the Goth­
landers out of their wits with this tanlk !'' 

'' And giving them· a premature sight of it 
'' N l ' young man, retorted e son Lee. '' W o 

wanted to keep this tank in reserve-£ or our 
dash into Dunstane. However, there may 
not be a great amount of damage done." 

'' I grai>bed tl1at proclamation, guv'nor," 
~me Nipper's voice. '' The officer dropped 
1t, and I thought it might be interesting.'' 

'' l{eep it-,vo'll have a look at it ,vhen 
TI'e get back to the submarine," replied Lee. 

No,v, hold steady, boys. You're going to 
get a bit of a jolting.'' 

Through l1is ep:yhole in front of the wheel, 
he could see that the Gothland soldiers were 
gathering rot1nd in ever-increasing nt1m-
ber~. They were gaining confidence, nnd_ 
some of the more daring spirits, armed ,vith 
great axes, dashed right up, hammering at 
the thick plates of t1he t.ank. 

Thud! Thud! Thud! 
Tl1e tank resounded witl1 metallic clangs. 

But the Gothlanders ,verc staggered and 
freshly frightened when they fou11d that the 
only damage was ,v·rought to the axes them­
scl1.res. The hafts splintered, the met.a.I heads 
"rere blttnted, and some were cracked. No 
harm came to the tank. 

Then Lee revved up the engir1es, and with a 
terrific roar he let in t,ho clutcl1. The 
tank lt1rched forward like a Ii,,.ing thing and 
yells of consternat.ion arose. Tl1e Gothland 
soldiers bolted madly. 

''Go it I'' grinned Lor~ Dorrimore. ''I'd 
like ~o pepper, ~em ,vith this machine-gun­
but 1t ,vouldn t be playing the game.'' 

There was no mistake about it. The tank 
sent terror ii1to the hearts of the enemy 
soldiers. Even the townspeople ·were almost 
as badly frightened. Yet they knew that the 
~~11k containeli their friends-they kne,v that 
it had come to help them. Thus their fear 
,,~as tempered with hope. 

U RGENTLY as Nelson Lee wa,1ted to 
get back to the submarine, he de-

. layed. 
'rhere ,vere hundreds of Gothland 

troops in Ix,vell, and the chances were they 
,vould wreak their vengeance upon the harni-
1ess to,vnsp_eople once the tank had gone. 
Therefore 1t ,,~ould bo as well to terrorise 
the soldiers to such an extent that they would 
flee from the place. So Nelson Lee, at the 
w~e~l of the tank, gave the Northestrians a 
'!Jr1ll1ant. exhibition of t.ank tactics. l,"harg-
1ng straight across the square, hot on the 
track of the Gothlanders, the tank suddenly 
swerved, sl1ot after another group of soldiers 
and chased them in the same way. Then; 

s""inging rou11" again, it repcateo tljt 
manceuvre. · 

In the e~d, the. Got.hlal}ders, well nig11 ex• 
haustcd ,v1th their cxert1011s· arid ,vitl1 ft'ar .. 
bolted from the to\\"Pn. Tl1e ta11k purstt('tt 
the~. It scattered tl1cm. it disorga11isc-d tl1c 
entire force. 

And the townspeople, now joini11g in tl1e 
hunt, did their o\\·n part. Tl1ey fell 11po11 
the isolated grot1ps of soldiers, disar111cd 
them, and made them captives. 

'' I think ,ve can leave them to it no,v, ,, 
said Nelson Lee cheerfull~·. ''I'll gt1nra11tee 
that not ten of those Gothlanders ha, .. c 
escaped. I do11't kno,v ".,hat ,viii happe11 to 
the rest-but I l1ardly think these people ,yiJi 
lrill them.'' 

"That's the trouble with these Northes­
trian.s-they're too soft,'' came Dorrie's con1-
n1ent. '' Still, better be that way thn11 hriitnl. 
Anyhow, ,ve',·e smashed Cedric's fo1·ce in this 
to,vn, and it's a victory for us.'' 

The tank tht111dered out of I:x,vell, ,ve11t 
along the dltsty road, and presently arri,red! 
at the sheltered co,·e. Nothing had happe11ed 
here. The Pioneer was still riding at a11cho1•,. 
just off shore. · 

Nelson Lee left the tank on the sands, ,\'ith 
four men in charge. With machine-guns, 
they could easily hold off any Gothland force. 
There ,vas little or no fear of the tank being 
captured. 

Lee went aboard the Pioneer witl1 the boys, 
and he listened gravely as they told him of 
eve~f~hing that had happened. 

'' Well, there's no harm do11e, ,, commented 
Lee at length, with some solemnity. But 
you boys might easily have been killed. Yo~ 
musn't do anything so foolhardy again.,, 

'' But, dash it, sir, we saved Ix,vell fro1n 
being retaken by Cedric's men!'' protested 
Handf orth. , 

''Yes, J' ... ou saved a m86sacre,,, ag1·eed 
Nelson Lee. '' But for your presence with 
those maroons, the GothJand soldiers ,,.,oi1ld 
t1ndoubtedly have murdered some ht111dreds 
of innocent ,vomen and children. Ancl for 
that reason I am not going to say anythi11g 
more about the · m·atter. Events ha, .. e sho,v11 
that your little expedition was j11stified. 
Well done, boys!'' His expression changed, 
and he patted some of them on their backs. 
'' Splendid work!'' he added warmly. "I'1n 
proud of you all ! '' 

They went below to have a vlash and 
change, for they were dusty and grimy. They 
left Nelson Lee and Dorrie to tell the Prin­
cess Mercia and Ethelbert the Red of the 
recent excitement. 

''Well, Mr. Lee's a sport I'' declared Ha11d­
fo~th contentedly. ''We thought .)le ,vas 
going to cut up rusty at first-but he's tl1e 
real goods ! '' · 

''Rather!'' 
'' And here we are, back on the good old4 

Pioneer, safe and sound,'' said Travers. ''-BJt 
Samson, we do see life, dear old fellows l'' 

'' This is better than all your trips to the 
giddy North Pole !'' said Handforth, as h~ 
commenced to ·wash... ~• And the fun's only! 
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~u Topping Yarn of the Wild West :- '' 'J'BB ·RIO· Km'S REVENGE ! '' 

jat!-;t beginning! \Vnit ttntil ,ve get Cedric 
- 1_,,·01_1erl.Y 011 rl10 ru11 ! \'\t e'll dri,"c l1im a11d 

l11s rol te11 soldi<.'rs cornpletely out of 
N<JJ"t hcstria !' • 

A 1◄'1,Ell tl1ey l1ad had a tl101'0ugh ,vasl1 
and a change, they felt themselves 
again. And tl1e11 Hnndforth sug-­
ge5tcd tl1at they should go 011 deck, 

~ollcct Irc11e & Co., and tell the girl! all 
ab<,nt it. 

•• \\7ait a mi11ute !" said Nipper. ' 1 l've jt1st 
.re111t•111bcred tl1at proclamation l bagged. \\te 
~11I)" l1ca1·d tl1e begi1111ing of it, and then the 
Lank ca111e. llttt it n1ay be irn1lorta11t." 

Ile took tl1e crttmpled and t-orn sheet of 
9archn1e11t f 1X>m his pocket. And after the 
(i rst fe,v moments l1is expressio11 changed. 
Ala r1n Jeapt into his e~-~-

" I say,'' · he burst out, '' this is a,vful I" 
''\-Vhat's ,vrong?'' asked 'l'ommy \\'atson, 

staring. 
., Come upetairs-to Mr. Lee!'' replied 

Nipper. '' He must see this at 011ce !'' 
'fhey all went cro\\"ding 011 deck, filled with 

c11riosity. They found Nelson Lee nnd 
Dorrie, also washed and changed, talking ,,·i tl1 the princess. 

'' This proclamation, sir l'' 6aid Nipper. 
1

' Y ou'\"e got to read it l '' 
Nelson Lee did so, and, altho11gl1 his ex• 

pressior1 did not change, his eyes hardened. 
~vcrJ·body else stood round, tensely· silent. 

'' 1'l1is i~ bad, Dorrie,'' commented Lee. .. 
"If tl1e ne\\'S is ill, Lee tl1e Lionheart, do 

not l1esitate to tell me,'' said I>rincess Mercia. 
"1\-ly fair cottntry is i11 such torment that an 
n<lded blow \\~ill not i11crease my hurt.'' 

Lee lool\°:ed .at her for a n1ornent1 a11d the11 
decided. 

'' Perhaps it is as ~·ell, princess, that you 
shottld kno,v of this,'' he said quiet)~·. '' The 
proclamation ·ru11s in this \\·ny: 

''' To l\fy St1bjects Of Northestria I 
''' Knov.' ~ .. e, all People of Northeetria, 

tl1at I, Cedric, King of Gothland and 
Northestria, am determined to maintain 
La,\r and Order throughout t.his Realm. 

''' It l1ath come to mi11e ears that there 
is rebellion, and t.hat ma11y of my sold~e1"8 
have been attacked. All n1en \vho take up 
arms against tl1e soldiers of Gothland aro 
traitors to the Throne; and all men \\'ho 
are proven to be traitors \\·ill be put to 
the death. 

''' Now, it is known to nll people in this 
land that I had planned to execttte tl1e 
arch•traitors, Princess llercia, Prince Os,\·y, 
and Ethelbert the Red. 'T\\:aa1 my ,vill to 
have & these accursed three burned at t.hP. 
stake. But o,ving to the inter,·ention of 
tl1e strangers ,vho have come into our 
rnidst, these arcl1-traitors have been snatched 
from me. 

'' ' It - is ,veil known that t\\'o of the 
1·escued prisoners are of Ro_y·nl blood, and 
the third, Ethelbert the Red, is a noble 
of high rank. Had tl1ey accepted their lot 
with the fortitude expected of Royal blood, 

tl1ey ,,..ould not ha,!'c earned my displeasure. 
Bttt it Ylas tl1ey \\"ho sent n1e66ages to tt1eso 
strangers ,vl10 have come from beyond tho 
Great lee. Thtts m\1st they die. 

''' Hut ,vhile they are ,vith t.hese strangere 
t.hey are safe. Ere long, my soldiers shall 
defeat tl1ese inte1·feri11g dogs ,,~ho l1a<I come 
into our land. 1'1lea11wl1ile, it is my ,vill 
that there shall be a great reprisal; and 
l deem it that one l1t111dred commoners 
are the eqttal of one member of the 11oyal 
family. · 

''_' Therefore shall three hundred picked 
citizens of Northestria be burnt at tl1e stake 
this dny, at the evening hour. 

., 'Thirty· shall be executed in Duru;tane; 
thirty shall be execttted ir1 Ix,,·ell; thirty 
.shnll be exec11ted in Ina; and so, in ter1 
to\\"11s of this R.ealm, shall thirty commoners 
be p:it to the death by the stake. 

''' This is 1ny ,vill, and let ye be ""arned 
tl1at death ehall befall all ,•;ho attempt to 
frt1strate my rule. 

•• ' U.EDRIC.' ~, 

A chorus of horrified exclamations arose as 
Nelson Lee finished reading. 

''Th1·ee hundred Northestrians-burnt at 
the stake!'' ejaculated Lord Dorrirnore, l\rith 
a ,vl1istle. "By the Lord Harry! '11h~ 
fello,v's a g1·eater scoundrel than I believed I'' 

'' And yet, Dorrimore the Hrave, I did tell 
yo11 of Cedric's rt1thlessness, '' said Ethelbert 
sadly. ., Alas, my poor country!'' 

The prince6s ,vas \\"eeping. 
'' Better that ,•;e should have died, Ethel• 

bert ! '' sl1e cried, s11ddenly raising her head. 
'' \Ve li\-e. but for eacl1 of our t.hree livce one 
hundred innocent 1nen mttst die! Three httn• 
dred in all ! Oh, 'tis horrible!" 

"Tl10 hot1nd !" said Sir Hobart Manners 
nngrily. 

The bo:rs \\,.ere tht1nderstr11ck. They ~ot1ld 
l1ardly believe that the procla1nation \\·ais 
really true. 

'.fhree httndred Nortl1estrians to be burnt 
at the stake tl1at very day! And not one of 
tl1ose peop]o ,vas gtlilty of any ,vrong. Tl1at 
was the horrible part of it. They ,vere 
n1crcly being executed becat1se Cedric had 
been baullced of l1is or;ginnl p1·ey. 

The sitt1nt.ion ,vas, indeed, desperate! 

CHAPTER 10. 
The Attack! 

' 1 OF cottrse, Cedric's object is palpably 
clear,'' said Nelson Lee quietly·. 
'' His desire is to quell tl1e risin8' 
at its birth. He believes that ·this 

proclamation ,vill put sttch fear into the hearts 
of the N9rthestrians that they ,vill lose their 
fighti~ spirit.'' . 

'' Something'.s got to be done,'' said Dorrie. 
'' Hang it, man, ,ve can't let this- outrage 
take place ! ,v e came here to help the 
Northestria11s-not to bring about this tor• 
ture ! " 
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The tank lumbered on, and the Gothland soldiers, uttering wild cries of terror, scattered 
in all directions. -

Do1·rie l1ad l1it 11po11 tl1e point. 
As a direct otttcon1e of the st1bmarine'e 

arri·vaJ, three l1t111dred Northestrians ,vere to 
be bt1r11t alive! It ,vas a t.ragic tl1ought. 

"Let a message be ser1t to Cedric!'' said 
the prir1cess et1dde11ly. '' Let Cedric be told 
tl1a t I a111 "~illi11g to di c. ', 

'' .4.y, 'tis a solt1tion ! " Eaid Etl1elbert the 
Red. ",,le ,vill go to tlie stake, Lee the 
Lio11l1cart, a11d tht1s t11ese tl1ree hundred good 
people ",.ill be saved.'' 

'' l\Iy brother is of goocl co11rnge he ,vill 
conse11t, '' said the pri11cess proudly •. 

Bt1t Neleo11 Lee sl1ook his head. 
'' I ad111i1·e the spi1·it ,vhicl1 prompts thi! 

off er, Pri11cess 11ercia, '' lie replied. '' And 
if I tl1ought tl1at the li,Tes of these three 
11t111dred n1en n1igl1t be sa·v·ed by your action, 
then I ,,·ot1ld consider. B11t if Cedric ,vere 
to get l1old of :y-011 no,v, he ,vould burn you 
alive-o.11d he \\·011ld b11rn the three hundred 
also. You wotlld sacrifice yourEelvee for 
notl1i11g.'' 

'' Tl1ere's a better way l '' gro,vled Dorrie. 
'' \Ve'll stop Ce<lrio from putting his dirty 
plar1 into execution!'' · 

''But l1ow, good Dorrimore the Brave?'' 
asked tJ1e princes~ quickly. ''I v6w I have 

faith in thy courage, and I kno,v that Ce<lrio 
,vill be t1ltirnately cr11shed. B11t no n1ntter 
,vhat victories ,ve gain, those ,·ictoriee ,vill 
not bring back the Ji,,es of these tl1rce hu11• 
dred innocents."-

'' I ,vant you to leave this to tls, princess,'> 
said Nelso11 Lee qt1ietly. '' \Ve ,,,.ill clo ev·ery­
thing in Ottr po¥ler t.o preve11t Cedric from 
carrying ot1t his inte11tion. \\1e are not 
magicians-,ve ca11not ,vork miracles-bt1t ,ve 
have certain 1nodern mecha11ical ma1·vels a~ 
our command w l1ich will be of conside1·ablo 
help.,, 

Leaving it at that, he took Lord Dorrimore 
aside. 

''\Vell, old man?'' asked Dorrie1 lool~i11g 
him squarely in the eyes. 

''It can't be, of cot1rse,'' said Nelson Lee.: 
'' We've got to etop it.'' 

''Absolutely!'' agreed his lordship. 
''We've got to pt1t that plan of mine i11t0. 

execution-at once,'' said Nelson Lee~ 
'' There's no sense in waiting, or in beating 
a·bout the bush. We'll make that dash into. 
Dun!tane l'!. - -

!'In the tank. eh?,~ 
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·•In t.l1e tank,'' nodded Nelson Lee. ''If 
we sttcceed-and I am telling )Yott cundidl:y, 
Dorrie, that the chances of our success are 
remote-the ,vhole sit11ation lvill be changed. 
We'ye got to capture Ceclric !" 

''\\Te'll do it-don't ,vorry. And once ,vo've 
got his Nibs Jocked up, ,ve can llict.-ite _our 
own terms to his bally nobles. They'll never 
dare to let t.he exec11tio11s take place "\\"bile 
,ve holcl Ced1·ic as a h06tage.'' 

"You're right!" said Lee. '' \\ ... e'll even 
thrroo.tcn to put Cedric to dcatl1 unless 
Northest.ria is cvacuia.te-d by every Gotl1land 
soldier i11 tl1e coun trv. '' 

"' 

N O t-i1ne ,J.-es lost. . 
'l,}1at proc1amation had made all 

t,he diffcretlce. Even no,v Cedric's 
soldiers ,verc ga.ining the upper ha.nd 

again in the towns .and villages of North• 
en trio. 

The proclamation l',·as being rood throt1gh­
out the length and breadth of the land. And 
the effect of it., a.s Cedric h.ad anticipated, 
'\'".as tremcndo11s. T~e people ,vere stunned. 
Their enthusio..sm and theiT fire died do\\·n. 
Thirty pron1i11cnt citizens of eadl big .to,vn 
" .. ere to be bt1rnt at ,the stoJce ! It v.?&S, in­
OPf\d, sttfficcicnt cnoµgh to quell their· e1rdour. 

But if Cedric and l1is men ,voro ective, so 
was Nelso11 L~c. Without dclav he went 
ashorP., and hP only took Lord - Dorrimore 
and M:aclaren, the cnginer.r,. ?t"ith him. Thc_y 
m.adc their fin.al prepa.ra.t1ons; .they ea.w 
thet the machine-guns ,,·ere in perfect trim; 

tltev tuned ltll tl1e engine~; thev filled the 
tanks. w · 

_t\.nd while tl1c mon.~ter lav· tl1ere on tl,e .. 
beach, the Pioneer slicl ot1t into r}1c lo.ke. 
off Oil a miSoio11 of her o,vn. (:.aptair1 
\\.,.illia.ms. the c·o1111n.a.11der. J1od his orclt~rs. 
He k11ew preciscls· \Yhat lie ,,·,as to do-a.11li 
tho exact min titc '1.t \\. hich l~e ,vas to <lo it. 

TheTe ,vas no aattcmpt to sttb·mcrge the 
submarine'. She glided .alo11g on t-hc st1r• 
fa.ce in full vie\, .. of the Nortl1t?.strian sl1orc. 
She skirted tl1e coast-line, and ir1 dtte cot1rrse­
shc arri, .. cd off Dt1n5ta.11e. Ht~re, eorning 
even noa.r~r to tll(' sl1ore, ~lie a.nchor~d. Her 
coming had ,already· bC'e11 11otcd. fo·r rnn11ing 
figt1rcs ,vero to -be see11 nre.r tr1e great city 
waJls. Soldiea■~ ,ve-rc 1n-assing. a11d cxcite-­
ment reigned. 

'' \\1'h.a.t·s the giddy idea?" a~k~d H,a.11d• 
forth, ,vho "'-tl.s on deck. '' \'1.,..l1)· h:a v·c \\'e 
come hero ? " 

'' Bettor ask Sir Hobart, or on(' of t.l1e 
officer:;,'' Sllggcstcd Chu rcl1. '"A \Vf Ltll~- CJ.:rc• .. 
less of ?¥Ir. L~c, llut he d1dn "t tell tis l1i3 
pl-ans before 110 left." 

'' He n1ight ha,re t.akC!l 11.-, in t1 •. a.t gicld_y· 
tank ! ''_ gro,\·le-d Handfortl1. '' He a.nd 
Dorrie ,rure __ getting ia,l l thr- ex<1i te111Pn t--,o,.ncl 
,ve'rc kept aboard ,vl1ere ,,·e'.re 11ic,~ .n.11d 
safe ! '' 

''You ncc-dn't grumble, )"011 bounder." s.aid 
McClure. ,,,,re l1ad Ottr excir0u1cnt eorlicr. 
didn't ,vci? _i\11d. i11 n1.r opinion. \ve'vl~ had 
quito cnot1gh for 011e d,a:·• I'm glad Ctlough 
of .a, rest,'' 

·······················~··················~ 
LABOUR SAVING. 

Loving Uncle : '' What would you do 
ff you were a king, Jimmy? '' 

Jimmy : '' Buy a car. Then I wouldn't 
have to run when flying a kite.'' 

(D. Joannldes, Mi,1#,,ti Street, 29. 

Jokes trom readers wanted for· this feature. If Jou 
know a good rib-tickler, send it along now. A 
·handsome watch will be awarded each week to the 
.sender of the best joke ; pocket wallets, penknives 
and bumper books are also_ offered as prizes. Address 

Athens, Greece, has. been aa-t'arcled. a 
booli.) 

. . 

TAKING WAYS. 
Binks : " ~.\nd clo the peiople neixt-door 

borro,v mt1ch from ~-ou ? " 
Jinks : "Borro\.\· ? \\rl1y, I feel more at 

l1ome in tl1eir l1ot1~e t.l1an · in n1y own." 
(H. Grubb, 143, Long ir;trect, AthcrstoiM!t 

h.aa been au•arded a pocket u•allet.) 

your Jokes to '' Smilers, '' Nelson Lee Library, 5, 
Carmelite House, London1 E.C.4. 

SEZ YOU I 
Fa.firer:'' ~ ... o,c, To,n,ny, don•t let me hear 

go11 say ' 011, yeali ' aga·in, or I'll stop you 
going lo see fl1cse A11ierican fi.lm-s.'' 

To·tn.JltlJ: '' Okay, clile/.'' 
(M. McLean, 454, Garseube Road, Glasgow, 

has been awarded a handsome watch.) 
EXTRA--LARGE ! 

"T,vo dozen Joa,"'es, plea,.9e,'' demanded the 
zoo.keeper. 

'' .c-\re JtO\l l1aving a partl" ! ,, asked tho 
baker, in amazement. · 

'' No,'' replied the keeper. '' Tl10 ltangaroo 
kicked tl1e elopl1ant., a11d I ,vant to make a 
bread pot1lt.ice for l1im. '' 

( ... 4. E. Jone11, 52, ll·aterloo Crescc1_!.t, Coun.tea• 
thorpe. has been awardecl a pocket u:al-let.) 

A REAL SPORT. 
A boy, having been engaged by a firm or 

builders, turned up at the yard next morning 
to commence work. 

'' Brought your· cards with you ? '' asked the 
foreman. . · 

'' Shure, I have,'' answered the lad. '' And 
I'm bringing a Ludo game to-morrow as well.•• 

(F. Evans, 33, Sf. Joli-n's Road, l·J·olrer­
hampt~, has been a1~arded o book.) 

ABSURD. . -, 

' ' I hear )"'OU are l1a~ling a new l1ou3e l1uilt..'' 
'' Of cot1.rse. Did J-"OU e,rer l1ear of ari~rbody 

11&\."ing an old l1ouse built ? '' 
· (R. Po111et-, 26, C!hiUon Roa.d, Riclt-m.on.d, hcu 

been awarded a penkn.ife.) 
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'' Well, }Jerl1a.ps t.l1cre"t, some-thing in tha.t,' 11 

•d111itted i;d\van·d Os,vc.ld. i• But why &1·c 

';c h{\re_? \Vhat~s. the_ i~c.a ofT ~oming Jri~ht 
e JO.;e to Du11stanc like t 111s? \\ c re not go111g 
: o n1ake a.11 atte,ck, are ,ve?" 

Ire11c Maimers an<l son1e of the other girls 
,, 110 ''-"ere ,vithi11 caxshot, joi11ed the boys. 

'' If .n11~,.body ought- to gru1nble, it's .. us,'' 
,a.icl Doris Berkelev. ''You fellows have 

~ . 
had e. ~pree ashore>, ,b~..- e.11 that I can he.ar-
but '\-VC giirls didr1't e,,.c11 get a look in. \Ve've 
Jone jn~t norhing. '' · 

·• \\
1 el], gi:rls ia.re differ.c'nt,'' s.aid I-I:and­

f-0rr }1, ,Yit h a ,Y,ave of }1is 11and. '' Girls aren't 
snpposccl to fig lit.'' 

'' But ,,·e like to be i11 il1e s,vim just tJ1e 
~.n111e aa >·011 ho~·:;,'' :-ai<l Irene ,varmly. '' But 
t1,e-re ~ Boys al,\·.a.ys g·et ell the ·luck." 

'' I 111ay 1Jo ,,Tro11g, olcl girl~ but I believe 
t.}1cre 's going to lJe e. bit of exciten1r-nt pretty 
~0011," ~a.id ,~iv ia11 ·Tra;vcrs. n Something 
t~ l].:; n1e that \YC s!'lall sco11 be i11 the thick 
of it.'' 

O X the hattlen1cnt~ of Dun:;tano Ca,i,tle, 
C~ellri(•' 3 G11.rurcls ,vero the first to 
bPhold the coming of the Pionc(\1·. 

\\T ord ,vas i111r11c.dia.telv ~ent do,vn ., 
to t.l1c king, telling hi111 of this Jatcst 
<lc·vclop111e11t. H c rccei,:-ed the nc,vs ,Yith a 
coarse laugh. • 

'' Thc)1 sco.k to a.ffrigl-•t us by bringing their 
""ondrouB ship to the 00rpita.J. '' he said eon­
tc1npt.uousl~,.. "What oo.rc I for their t ricl{s? 
T11is tle\V pla.n of 111~11c ,,·ill sta111p out the 

rising utterly. .t\lrei&dy cotliriers a,re coming 
in ,vith ne,vs tha.t the people are suoclttod." 

Cedric "·as a differe11t man 110,v •. His foor 
had gone. He \'\'"O.S his :arrogant self agai11. 
The p0Bti11g of t-!10se proc!an1atio11s had 
,vrot1ght a great cha.ngo tl1roughottt Xort.h• 
estrria. It \Yi&S only pos:;ible for Ccd,ric tq 
know of the e, .. ~nts i11 tl1e 11e~trer to,N·ns ; bt1t 
fast riders had been dispatched to the distant 
ci ti~s, to say nothing of st1·ong bodiea of 
soldiers .. 

Thero were no telegnaphs in Northestria; 
con1munioot.ion could onlv -be n-i.a<le as it \Vas 
me.de in England in t.he .. liiddle ... t\gcs. The 
dist.ant to\\Tns ruid vill.a..gC's ,vero pr;ictica.lly 
cut off from tho cooat-li11e and f,rom tl1e 
capit.al. 

Co,dric ,ve..s p11irpose]y hurrying tl1c C'xccu .. 
tions. Thousands of men ,,-ere ralready at· 
\VOTk in the oapite.1, in lx'\-\·cll, in I11a, and 
in other to\\·n.s, preparing for the ,bt1r11ings. 

A third great force of sol-di errs ha.d gone 
into Ix,•;e11, &nd now the t-0v.-n ,vas q11iet. 
That procl.amation had do11e more to qi1cil 
the rising th&11 all the cffoTts of Cedric"s 
men. 

'' The.so burnings will ~ho,v the p~oplc that 
I am a man of p11rposc, '' said Cedxic,. c·lench­
ing his fist. · "By m.v n1arro\v· and bones! 
Should there be any further 1rebcllio11, t.l1en 
"'·ill I execute a.nothC'r three h11ndred ! I a.:n 
tho king! I ,vi 11 sho,v tl1c people my 
strength !'1 

I-Io ,va.lked out upo11 tt balcon:y, and stood 
s11r,,.eJ"ing tho greet couTt)"ard. Hu11dreds 

············~~~·······~~··················· 
GO HON. 

Willie : '' May I go out and play, ma? ,. 
Mother : '' What, with those holes In your 

trousers ? •• 
WIiiie : '' No, with the boy next.;door. '' 
( ... 4. Prcsf0t1, 10&, Calais Road, Burton-on­

Tt~tat, ltas beeta ateat-ded •· book.) 
A FOOTBALLER. 

Teache.r : '' "\'\11at is a wasp ? '' 
Tomn1y: "A fly wearing a football jersey.'' 
(D. .illiller, 2, Acor,i Cottagea, Eas, Hill, 

Dartford, ha.s bee,, awarded a pe,ilcnif e.) 

GIVING THE GAME AWAY. 
Little Boy : -4, Mr. ·Smith, •o dtlnk your tea. 

I am awfully anxious to see you drink.'' 
Mr. Smith : •• Wha1 makes you so anxious, 

my lad?•• . 
Little Boy : '' Oh, ma said you drink like a 

fish ! '' 
(tr. O.'C0111wr, Cluital:lNG Cottage, Cap-

poqui11, Ireland, has been awarded o boolc.) 

THE BORROWER-. 
llot1se.J1older: " Put all t.l1at 

atuf.f back into tl1e sideboard at 
once.'' 

Burglar : " Be fair, guv'nor ; 
11ot all of it. Half of it belo11ge 
next.-door.'' 

(P. Tur,ier, 14, Osborri,e Road, 
Ro,n.Jora, has been <J·u...-arded a 
1"l1k1ii/t.) 

If OT NECESSARY. 
Insurance Agent: ,. Your side-shows are all 

wood. You ougbt to take out a Dre insurance.'' 
Showman : ,. Why should I ? I've go& a nre­

eater on the premises.'' 
(B. Du/lfn,-. 53, Opeavieu,, Earlll/leld. 

S.W.18, has been aa.eorded a pocket wallet.) 

SHB KEPT A SHOP. 
'' Grandma, gi~·e me another penny to gi\·e 

to a poor old woman who is lame.'' 
The old lady was toucl1ed by her grandson's 

s0Jicitt1de for this object of pity. 
1

' Well, Willie,'' she replied, '' as I like 
to encourage your little eympatl1etio l1cart, 
here it is. Now, I hope you are not being 
imposed upon ! ' 1 

'' Oh, no, grandma,'' said ,,7illie, as J1e 
clutched the penny in his hand. '' Every time 
I give her a penny I get two nice oranges.' 1 

N. Humphreys, 30, Greenbank -At:en·ue, Sud­
bury, MM been awarded a penlcnife.) 

NINE LIVES. 
Citizen : •• I want a gun.'' 
Shopkeeper: ''Six-shooter?'' 
Citizen : '' No ; I think I'd 

better have a nlne-sbooter. It's 
for the eat next-door.'•• 

'11• Gaumer, Rose11w1tf, 
Pinewood Ave,iue, J\"7orlh 
Gosfort11, 1\ ... e-wcutle-o"­
Tl/fte, hos been awarded • 
poclcet u:allet.) 
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of soldiers· ,verc below, and la.rge numbers 
of them \Vetre being marcl1ed a(.•r06s tl1e grea_t 
dna.,vbridge. Tl1ey '"·ere off to c11f orce 
Cedric's rule. 

''Thou h1ast done W('ll, Guntl1a," said tl1e 
king approvingly. '' ''l1 is ,vhat I Jiko to 
see-more and more soldiers.,, 

~' But soldiers aro costly, J'Oltr Majest,y, '' 
sa.1_d Gun th a the Cra,f t.y. ''It requires 111 uch 
money to me.int6.in tl1ia ,rast aa-n1s· in 
Northcs_tri,a.. '.' _ 

,~ ,,rho careth ?,, said Cedric. '' Do 11ot the 
people of Northestria p.ay for tho soldiers? 
Thej,. rare taxed-the~; are l1elpless. And 
while I kec!J them u11deT mJ· t l1tt111 b, so ,,,.ill 
they rem.a.in hc1pless. Didst sc11d tho galleJ'S 
acr~s the 1 a.kc a.s I ordl--.red J '' 

'' ThcJ" e.rc go11E! son1e howrs, sire,'' replied 
Gunthe... '' In due course, .a tl1ot1~nd n1orc 
soldiers ,~·ill con1e i11to Nortl1estria." 

"\V c need 11ot foo.r these strangers,'' con­
tinued -the ,king, ,vit,h a g-rc.a.t laugh. '' Wl1at 
can they do? Th~y have but one ship-and 
tl1ey seek to ov·ertl1row 1ny throhe ! B_y the 
boneo of Offa ! If I could bt,t think of s01110 
plan t-o entra.p them--•' 

Boon1 ! 
Fron1 tho lake oo.mc e, dull, reverberating 

report. The vcrl· ,,·a.lls of tl1e oo.st.lc sl1ook, 
a11d Ccdific the Crttcl stia.rted round, tuggi11g 
ner,f'ously· at his bcdrd. 

''What v.ras that?'' he .asked sharplv. 
'' Na~·, rnj' lord, I kno\v r1ot," said G_untha. 

'' But a gtiess is not so difficult ! Thou J1a.st 
hoord that the strange sl1ip is o.ncl1ored j ttst 
off the city·. These people ftrorn the outer 
"'rorld a.re practisi11g 111orc of their miracles, 
it ~cemeth. '' 

'' Let us to the battlements!" said Cedric 
fieq-cc I)·. 

They ,vent out into a. grca t,. stone-flagged 
corridor, mounted flights of circt1lar steps, 
and at la.st oo.n1e out upon the battlements 
o! Dunsta.nc Co.stl~. 

From ·here they eot1ld gain o. clec:r vie\V 
of the Jake, bc~·ond the city ,,,all £1. In t-he 
cit.y itself, they could s~e the people n1oving 
about rOdt.lcsslJ·---bu-t ,;1l \\·a.}'S preventrd from 
for1ni11g croy;ds l)y the sol~iers. 

Out upon the lake rested .tl1e Pioneor. As 
the king looked, a big puff of smoke a.ppeaTed 
from her sid~, accomp.anied by a trcrncndous 
report. 

'' I like it not, :,'OUT Majest:y ! " gro,vlcd 
Guntha.. '' Theso people hove de,·iccs of 
mucl1 cunning. Woot is this thing whicl1 
n1akee such a noise a.11d 1 ,v l1ich sends such 
smoke?'' 

G11ni11a Ylas suspicious-he ~ ... as uneas~·. 
So far, t-_hcro had 011ly. been -those reports. 
Not.bing else. But the very po\Ycr of tl1<'se 
str,a.nge;rs from the ot1tside \\"Orld ,,,.an start• 
ling. 'If they cot1ld do thc2e tl1ings, they 
mi~ht just as ,,.(\11 do other tl1ings-things 
~·h1ch would bring death and destrt1ctio11 
upon Ifunstane. . 

Boom ! ·Boom ~ Boom ! 
The commotion \YdS getting more violent. 

The guns were being med ,r-apidl.Y and re-­
peatedly. Btt"t-, ·by Nelson Lec'n orders-, only 
blanks -were being fired. T.he object \\'as to 

create a lot of noise~and to distract atten­
tio11. It ,,,,as ra strategic 1110,·e onl~ ... It would 
not suit Nelson Lee's plan to h3.ve the oa5-tle 
shelled. 

And tl1e effect w~ t-rc-mendous. Even 
Cedric beoe.me nervotIB. Do\\·n bclo,v, in 
the courts·ard, the soldier5 y.·crc rest less. .No 
lon~ ,vas there ~n)· drilling; the men were 
sta-nd1ng a.bout 1n grot1ps, talking. Even 
their officcTs made no ia.ttempt to round 
them up. All were affect~d l,·v the same 
fear. And Cedric, as he looked, gro\\·led 
out an 0&tl1. • 

. -
''Come, Gt1ntha. !,, he· sn,a.rled. "Seo \\"hat 

is h&ppcning in t.he court~·.ard ! Oltt soldier.s 
gro,,T indol('n°t ! There is nattght to fear f1tom 
these people of the lak~. 'l,he_y niake n1ucl1 
noise and displa:y-, but \\·hat else? 'l"he)' see-k 
to affrig.ht tts, as I ha,"c .alr£'lfl.d.r said. B&l1 ! 
Are ,,T-e children. to be disor~a.11ised by 
fear?'' 

Cedric ,ve11t storn1i11g· <lo,v11, a..nd after & 

fev{ moments Gt1ntl1a the Craft,, follo,,·ed. 
Guntha ,vas vastl:y t1ne.asy. He did not like 
the- look of th0,t strn.ngc vessel ttpon tl1e 
l~ke vrhich ,v.a.s sen-ding 01-1t pu.ff s of sn1oke 
and making sncl1 ,,ioler1 t noises. 

lie ,, .. ould ha ,-e bl'<'n C'\"l'n more ttnc-.a.3y 
had he kno,vn that Nelson .Lee, at the ,,?l1eol 
of tire tan le, \VG.S, 3 t that ,·er~, n1omet1 ~, e11ter­
ing the sot1tl1ern g,ate of Duns ta nc: 

--
CHAPTER 11. 

In the Enemy's Camp! ''No"'· for it, Dorrie~'' sa.ng Ollt. Ne1~on 
Lee'. 

'' I,et her rip, old men ~ ~, ~relled 
Lord Dorrin1ore. '· \\7'110 c.n,re3 ! 

Neck or nothing, eh?'' 
The tank ,,,as tl1undcring .along a road in 

the 11eighbourl1ood of Dunste.ne. 'l'u,r11i11g & 

beµd, the ta.n·k had conic ,,-ithin sigl1t of the 
gri111, ci t~I' ,,ra 11s._ 

Leo he.d see11, to his sa.tiafae-tion, tl1at t.110 
great gatr-s ,verc .stending ,vide op0n. 1,hcre 
,vcre soldi~rs on duty, gu.ardir1g the entry; 
and sight of the approaching monster had set 
them jumping abo11t i11 fear and excitement. 

Nelson Lee kne,," tl1at c,·crytl1ing ,votild 
depend upon this first rt1sl1. If he could get 
·through to tho caatle, all \\·ell iand good. 
]fortunately·, he k11e\,T t lie geogr-apl1~· of t.he 
town ,,·ell. lfe a.1ld I,ord Dorrin1ore he.cl 
been in Dtt11st.ane before. They }1ad spent . 
m.a.ny \\"eeks here during tltc-ir prev·iou~ visit 
to N orthest.Ti,a; tJ1c:~7 kr1c.\r c\·e r~- ~trcet- ;a11d 
every square. · 

Lee had alroo.d~· planned ot1t hi5 p1rccis-o 
course of actio11. Evcr~·thi11g \YOttld depend 
upon speed. 'fhe \,-hole succe~8 or failure 
of this ,,.ontu,re depended upon tl1c e!eme11t 
of surprise. 011e hitch migl1t rt1in e,"('ry­
thing--onc ·. n1i1111te\~ delay n1igl1t brir1g 
disaster ttpon tho da:ring adv(\11t:urers. They 
were t&ki11g & big ch.anc~, and they knew i~ 
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But the game \Va.i equally big. If they an hour. Do1rie, who ,vas al"~a)·s on tl1e 
011ly st1ccceded in their efforts, then· three look-out for a ne,v thrill, ,vas in his element. 
h1111dred i11riocent Nortbestriana ,vould be He was enjoying himself in1n1ense]y. '£110 
saved. d.anger never occurred to hin1-a11d he didn't 

Nelson Lee n1uttered an exclamation as be care, anyho\v. 
sa,v tl1e great gates being closed. He had On went the tank, .and 110,v the great dra,v• 
half expected it, althougli he had been bridge, leading i11to the courtyard of tl1e 
l1oping that the tank would get through be- castle, was ,vithin s·ight. Nelson Lee sent up 
fo1·e t11c soldiers recovered from their sur- a silent prayer of relief. Hi-s 0110 fear, ever 
prise. since the start, had been tl1at the dra,vbridgo 

But it ,,Tas not to be-tlie gates were would be up. Then, indeed, ,,ould he l1avo 
) · Th h been baffled. Yet he l1ad kno,,~11 that the 

c 0s111g. e guards ad. sufficient presence odds "·ere really against the dra.,vbridge 
l>f mind to attempt to shut out this mon-
st.roui thing which was charging do,vn upon being up. \Vith so much co111iilg and going 
them ,vith 80 much noise. of soldiers and co11riors, it \\·as far mo1·e 

likely that the dra,vbridge ,, .. ould be in p0ei­
'fhero "yas no other ,vay into the city, for tion. And it was 1 

Dunstane wa.a a walled city1 With four main Opening the throttle to, its fullest cxtcut, 
gates. • ll ''W Lee steered for the dra,vbridge, and the tank, 

,. Look out, Dorrie I" ye ecJ Lee. e're creating a terrific di11, took tl1c bridge i11 its 
going to test the stre11gth of this tank 1,1 $tride. This was a deliberate attempt to be 

Dorrie, ,,,.110 ,vas at the for,vard machine- spectacular-to drive fear i11to tho hearts of 
gu11-and thus able to see ever;tl1ing-g&'l8 the soldiers in the castld precincts. Thero 
a chirrup. ,vas another reason for Lee's 111ad charge, 

''.Righi-l-10, old so11 !" l19 replied. '' They·re too. 
pretty hefty gates, but its n1arvcllous what 'l'he dra,,·bridge looked stro11g-a11d it ,,·as 
tl1ese tanks can do when tl1cy really make strong. Bt1t was it capable of carryi1lg tho 
up their n1in-ds ! I'll be ready for the s!1ock I,, e1>ormou:1 ,vcight of tl1iJ tank? By das}1 ... 

'There ,_,.as a n1igl1ty roar as the tank en• ing over it in or1e Oying leap. tl1c od-ds ,,.Ci&) 
gi11c3 ,,-ere 1·evvcd to tl1eir higl1est. _ 1·he not so great. Tl1e tank ,vas ever· i11 al111ffl 
111onster can1'! hurtling f or,v ard. her speed one trcmcndou~ leap. 
i11creasing. Nelson Lee grip~d the ,vl1eel Tho dra.,vbridge saggcc, it creaked a11d 
harcl, and tl1e 1nassi,"e gates leapt to\,'ards groaned--and tl1en the ta11k ,,,as i11 the co11rt­
hin1. He closed l1is eyes in readiness for yard itself. Right in the castle gro1~11<ls-1?c-
the shcck. 11cnth the fro,vning ,,·alls of this grim 

Cra-a-a-a-sh ! fortress! 
It ,vas an an1azing sight. ~trong as the Tho audacity of the tl1ing ,l,as ~tartl!11g. 

gates ,-.-.ere, the:)· crumpled up like matcl1- These three mer1 had 11ot 011ly pc11ctratcd 111to 
,vood before tl1e charge of the tan·k. It the l-,eart of the capital, bltt tl1ey were 110,v 
,vent clc-A11 through them, charging onwards actually ,vithin tho ki11g's ow11 perso11al 
aln1ost as if the gates had not existed. domain. By sheer dari11g, the almost in1-

Nel.so11 Leo and l\laclaren, within,_ felt a possible had been accompli~hed. 
terrific jerk, a giddy. jolt. and then it ,vas Bt1t as yet the real objcctivo of tl1is ,,_.iJd 
over. i\laclaren, at the rea!' machine-gun, dash had 11ot been acco111plishcd. 
had a clear vie\v of the d_ama.g<;-and lie - Nelson Lee's eyes ,vcre extra kcc11 as tl1e 
could 11ot help chuckli11g. The gates were tank 6,vttrlg rot111d at slackened s}lecd. ..A.11d 
still sta11ding, but there ,vas an enormous· he v;as qt1ick to see tl1e fig1.1rc of Cedric 
jagged hole in their ce-ntre. The tank the Crt1cl. Cedric was sta11ding 011 s0111e big 
~barged on at terrific speed. So~diers fled steps at one of the n1ai11 e11tra11ces of tl1e 
111 terror · before tl1e mo11.ster ,v l11ch s,vept castlt'. As the tank appeared1 l1e turned 011 
llo",.n upon them. his heel arid ran. 110 v.an1~hed into tl1e 

Boom I Boon1 I builcling-and Nelso11 Le;:"? felt a pa11g cf 
'fhe Pio11ecr ,vas carr.ying on the good chagrin. Ho kne,v tl1at it ,,·ould be almost 

\,·ork-adding to the confusion in the city. impossible, no,v, to seize tl1e liing. 
s,~erving &3 ii entered th~ sqttare. the Bltt like a flash be turned the ta11k rot111d. 

tank skidded madly o,·er the shiny cobbles, He had seen another figu1·c. Ffl10 111011ster 
veering 1·ound and sweeping broadside. But came to a stop, and tl1e steel door ,,·as flu11g 
Lee, at the ,vheel, soon regained control. On open .• Lee leapt out-to co1110 face to faco 
,,·e11t the n1oaster again, plunging out at the with Gttntha the Crafty. 
otl1e~ end of the square, down a narro\V Guntha, ,vith considerable co11ragc, l1ad 
street, a~d _then on tow~rds the castlc. H<?a.rse bee11 shouting to his soldiers to attack tl10 
sl1ot1ts• s11r~eks, and cries of fear were rismg invader. But Guntl1a ,vas 11011plttssed ,vhc11 
lipon tne air fron1 every han-1. he fo. und the tall wirv ligl1t]1.y-clotl1cd fi«t1r" .,,,r , d . . ld ,,, . , r' .J c ,, e re • 01ng it, o man . came a roar of Lee in front of aim. 
f ro1n Dorrie. Crash I 

Leo ,va.3 fecli11g the san1e thrill as the mil- Nelson Lee wasted no time in ,,·ords. \Vitl1 
lionaire peer. There was sometl1ing in this all his strength he crasl1cd }1is clenched fist 
111ad cl1arge int~ Dunstane which was ten into Guntha's face. It was the best ,,1ay-­
timcs more exhilarating than a, ''blind'' and the qttickest. Guntha stagg~rcd, and as 
rot1nd Broolila11ds at a ht1ndrcd and fifty miles he reeled bacl<., Lee half trip11ed l1i1n. Dorrio 
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had arrived by now, and in a t,vinkling they 
pushed Gttntha inside the tank. 

'' Smart ,, .. ork, old man ! ,, gasped Dorrie. 
'' In with you l'' 
· As a hundred arro,, .. s came fleeting to,vards 
thcn1, they entered the tank and slammed 
tl10 door. Lee plucked one of the arrows 
from l1is arm, and blood ,~as flo~ing. 

'' Good thing it hit tl1e ground first, or 
my arm ,vould l1av·e been torn to shreds," he 
said coolly. '' SorrJ' ~"e couldn't get Cedric, 
Dorrie, bt1t this fell ow might do as ,,·ell." 

'' I ha, .. en't }1ad the pleasure of being intro­
duced,'' said Lord Dorrimore. 

Guntha, inside tl1e co11fi.ncd space of the 
t.antk, co11ld harclly ttirn, especial!~" as Dorrie 
,vas sitting astride l1is chest1 btisilj~ engaged 
i11 roping up his "·rists. 

'' S01·ry abottt tl1is, n1y friend,'' said Dorrie 
apologeticallJ", " btt t ,,·c~ ro not inclined to 
take any chances.'' 

'' rl'hot1 fool!'-' snarled Gttnt.ha. '' Think '\te .. 
that--'' 

''I'm not tl-u11king at all just D0\\1', if it's 
all the same to )rOtl, '' i11terruptc-d Dorrie. 
'' Life's too l1ectic at the n1omcnt for tl1inJ, .. 

2· 11. Let l1l'r go, Lee ! ,, 
... elson Le~, lx1ck at the ,vl1ccl, ,viis setting 
. tank into n1otion agai11. He had half an 

idea of charging throttgh the 111ni11 e11trance 
of the c.astle, and .making a desperate attempt 
to .captt1rc Cedric himself. But common• 
S(\nsc prc, .. ailed. The t.a11k migl1t easily get 
trapped amidst tho falling n1asonr~·. 

1 
Indc~dt Lee ,vas glad to get hold of Gt1ntha 

tnc Craftv·. Gt1ntha ,vas Cedric's comn1ander­
i11-cl1ief; "l1e ,vould do al1nost as ,veil as the 
ki11g himself 1 

111 fact, Lee ,vas congratulating l1in1sclf 
t1pon tl1c st1ccess of the ~nt:erprisc. He l1ttd 
hardly· d-arcd to hope thJt the plan ,,1'ot1ld 
succeed. But he .nnd Dorrie and 1'Iaclarcn 
~·ere ~ not ottt of the ,vood ~·ct. 'J.'l1c~" hnd 
reached tl1c castlc-bi1t tl1c~~ l1ad to escape. 

For Cedric, kecpi11g his head ,vl1ilst n1ost 
n1en ,vcrc p,anic-stricken, ran througl1 the 
castle lil(o a madman. Ile shotttcd thu11-
derons orders to ]1is soldiers. 

'' Lo,Ycr tl1c drt<'l ,vbridge, f oo1s ! " tl1e king 
was bC'llo,ving. '' Lo\\'"er the dra,vbridge and 
close the great gates. Do y·c not see that ,,-e 
ha,·c theso dogs trapped?" 

Tl10 n1cn flc,v to do l1is bidcling. Sonic 
of their f e.ars left tl1em. It ,vas a fact that 
the tanl{ ,vottld be trapped if onl~,. the dra,~­
bridgc cot1ld .be raised. 

Nelson Lee h·ad not -lost. sight of this pos­
sibility. 'I'hat \Y&s ,, .. hJ' ho ,vas so an•ious to 
get a,va) .. !I now tl1at he l1ad c.apti1red Gunthn. 
E,-ery second that he remained ,vithin the 
castle ,vas frat1gl1t ,,-it.h danger. 

\\"'ith uncanny skill he n1.anoouvrcd the tank, 
sw11ng it round, an dcharged at the great 
arcl1,,~ay t.hrottgh ,vhich he had c-ome. 

''Look!" ca1no a l~cll fron1 Dorrie. ''They're 
ra t!;it1g the dra ,,rbridgc, Lee!" 

B11t Nelso11 Lee had already seen. The 
enormo1ts gates ,Ycre closing-and tl1c dr.a,,·­
bridge v.as bci11g raised .. 

They \\"ere tra1)ped I 

CHAPTER 12. 
The Ultimatum I 

N OT for one second did Nelson Lee heei• 
tato. 

Escape from tho court~rard lay only 
in one direction-through tt1e gates 

and over t!1a.t bridge. And Lee, jamn1ing 
l1is foot do,,·11 on the throttle took the cl1nnce. 

He ,vasn't particttLarly af;ai<l of the gates. 
1,hey ,vcre stronger than those gates at tl1e 
city ,vall, but not mucl1. ]\fen fled in f car 
.as the tan1k came on; t,vo of tl1cm \\·ere 
caught and thrust aside, badly injt1rcd. rl"he 
gates ,verc or1ly just closed, -but 11ot fastened. 

Crash! 
'l~hc ta.11k thudded iagai11st tl1cn1, splinter­

i11g them, sen-Jing tl1en1 flving open. '1,110 
dra,vbridgc ,,·as no,v J,alf up-a steep, giddy 
incline, ,vith a sheer drop at the other e11d. 

The ,,~ay in ,vhich the tank climbed up that 
l1alf-raiscd bridge ,\ras startling. Even 
Kelson Lee ,vas Sltrpriscd. 'l~he great machino 
settled do'\\·n to tl10 task, and climbed 
valia11tlj". Tl1e dra,Ybridgc creaked and 
groa11ed, and tho ch.ai11s ,vhich held her­
enormous tl1in-gs-protcsted audibly, too . 

'' Good henvc11s !'' came a sl1out f ro1n 
Dorrie. '' ,,~ c shall tor)plc over the edge !'' 

It seemed incvit.ablc tl1at this ,vottld ho tl10 
case. And that ,vould bc-tl1c ~d. For tho 
ta11k, plunging into tl1c deep ,,~nters of the 
n1oat, ,voltld sink like a stone to the botto111, 
and those ,vit-hin ,Yot1ld be cattght like rats in 
a trap-dro,v11cd, or sttffocatcd bJ· tl1e ft1mes 
,vl1ich ,vot1ld arise as tho ,vatcr pc11ctrntcd the 
• • 1ntcr1or. 

rfhe tank hurtled up the clra,vbriclge, 
110, .. erl'd n1omc11tnrily on the edge, t hcn-­

(Jrasl1 ! 
It seemed like the end of the ,vorld. Lee 

felt a jolt that jarred e, .. ery bone in his bod:y. 
Jerked for,vard, his chin crashed against the 
steering ,vl1eel. Dorrie \\·as flt111g from 011e 

('t1d of the ta11k to the ot11er. 
Yet tl1e ta11k had not toppled o,·er tl1e encl 

of the. briclge ancl plttnged into the moat. 
For the great chair1s \\··hicl1 held tl1e drn,,r_ 
bridge had smasl1ed tinder the ,vcight of tl1e 
tank! · 

One brolce first,. arid this ,vas r.ather for­
f.t111a te, si11co it cased the force of tl1e fall. 
Then, a second later, the otl1er broke. Tl1e 
dra,,;-brid~o crashed do,,~n into position, and 
the vveignt of the tank caused 1t to crt1mple 
11p like match,vood in the centre. 'The bridge 
\\~as brol<en, a splintered, saggi11g mass of 
,,,recknge, \\·ith the tank, like s01ne grey 
spider, cli11ging t-0 the shattered fragments. 

Lee ''"ns half dazed h:}· t.he f t11nes, and he 
had an idC'a that one of the tractors '\"a& 
clamaged. But lie kept his head. He opened 
the throttle to its ,videst again, and gradttall)", 
, .. nliantly, the tank started climbing, amid the 
roar of the exl1nt1st and the smashing of 
splintered ,\ .. oodv;ork. 

Amazingly the ta11k extricated herself f ron1 
tl1e trap-or ,vhat had nearly · been a trap­
and at last 8l1e topped the edge of the moat, 
&,\rayed over, and reached the le,-el grottni.l. 
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., Do11c it!'' yelled l\laclarc11. 
sir ! '' 

Nelson -Lee was in too much pain to ans"'"'er. 
His ja,v felt as if it ,vere broke11. He ,vas 
concentrating, too, tlpon the co11trol of this 
6trange steed ,v l1icl1 had accon1plished so 
m11ch. Bt1t tho rest ,vas easy. 

Now that the ta11k \vas free from the castle, 
it charged across tl1e city, arid once again 
the soldiers fled before it. 

I N the mea11time, tl1e Pio11cer had mo, .. ed 
a'\\~ay from Dt1nstar1e. 

Captain Williams, keeping to his ·time-­
table, was ret11rni11g to t}1at qt1iet cove 

down the coast. A11cl eYcrybody aboard the 
,.,.cssel ,vondered ,-.·l1at had been happcni11g 
ashore. It was an nnxio1ts tin10. 

''We know no,v !'' Handfortl1 ,, .. as sayi11g. 
''We only went to Dunstane to do a lot of 
gun firing, so as to 
distract attention. 
By George I I 
,vo11der if l\1Ir. Lee 
and Dorrie \\"ere 

.... 
posing,'' said r1~ra,1ers. ·'' It ·doesn't clo, and it 
only ,vorries JlOU. \\1e shall kno\V, one '"·ay 
or tl1e othe1·, before very lo11g. Try to keep 

I H . cam. 
'fhe s11bmarine v."as at anchor now in tl1e 

cove. lfany of tl1e officers a11d crew ,,·ere 
goir1g asho1·e in tl1e motor-boat, to a,vait tl1e 
ret11rn of tl1e ta.nl{. 

At it happenecJ, tl1ere was not long to ""ait. 
Nipper ,vas tl1e first to see a mo, .. emcnt-some 
clista11co i11]a11d, be)Tond a cl11mp of trees. It 
,vas11't exactly a movement, but a clo11d of 
dt1st. I-Ie looked eagerly. 

''Tommy!'' l1e m11ttered, grabbi11g at tl1e 
f ello,,Ts nearest to him. '' l1ontie ! Can }Tau 
see son1ething over there?'' ' 

'' Some dt1st, dear old boy,'' said Tregel]is• 
West. ''Horsemen, I suppose--'' 

''No! It's the tank!'' yelled Nipper. 
'' Look I I just cat1ght sight of her I'' 

success£ ul ? I won­
der if they got 
to the castle, and 
if taey grabbed 
old Cedric?'' 

Lord Dorrlmore pushed the 
prisoner inside the tank. At the 
& a m e moment a shower ol 
anows wh111ed down from the 

'' It seems im­
possible to me,'' 
sa,id C h u r c h . 
•• Even thiat tank 
oan't do n1iracles. "' 

Nipper was 
looking almost 
haggard. ~-~----~• • .. ~, 

'' W h e n y o u =- .. . . .. . 
come to think of I= • 

' ~ 

it, you chaps, it E • 
was a pretty mad ~ : 
thing to do.," he ~ ~ • •. 
said soberly. '' I = 
mean that da.sh ~ 
into h.well was = 
pretty all right, 
but going right 
i11to the capital, 
i11to the very castle 
i t s o 1 f - ,v cl l, I 
n1can, it's asking 
for trot1ble ! ', 

'' That tank ca11 
force i t s ~ray 
t }1 r o u g h ia.11y-­
t h i n g, '~ s a i d 
Ton1mjT \Vatson. 

'' But a ht111dred 
' things n1ight t1 ap .. 

pen,,, r e p 1 i e d 
Nipper. ., Tianks 
aren't so ha11dy, 
you k110,v. And 
I'm tliinking of 
tl1c moat. Sup-­
posing it f cl I into 
the moat?'" 

'' Dear old fel-
lo,v, stop sup-

Jl!IIII ...... 

castle battlements. 

I I 

---
.....__. 

-
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''Hurrah!''. 
''The tank's coming bnck !'' 
'' Tl1ey've succeeded!'' 
The girls joined in the cheering just n! 

heartily as the boys. And before long there 
,vere no lon~er any doubts. The tank l1erself 
came plunging do\\'n the slope to the beach, 
and at last she halted. The door in her side 
ope11ed, and t-he first figure fo emerge ,v·as 
Nelson Lee. 

'' Good old gttv'nor I'' muttered Nipper, his 
eyes glo,ving. '' I v.·as s11re he'd do it­
although I was as funky ns the dicke11s ! l 
say, J·ou chaps, he's a giddy mar,,.el ! " 

'' There's Dorrie, too r' yelled Hanclforth. 
''Oh, good egg I They're back! 'l"hel·'ro 
6afe ! " 

. Everybody was wildly excited. And the 
exciteme11t grew e,·en more intense· \\"hen 
tl1ey saw the ht1ge figttre of a man in cl1ain­
mail brought ottt .of tho tank. He had n 
big beard, and he was clearlJ? a man of some 
importance althot1gh, by his drE:€6, lie did 
not appear to be Cedric. 

Another man came out, too-an ordinary 
Gothland soldier. Tl1is fellow \\"as badly 
frightened, and he was easily handled. 

It had been Lee's idea to captt1re this man. 
Just before leaving the .'ltlv, almost at the 
gates, Lee had halted the'l"[ank, and he had 
made a quick d~h out and captured this 
fellow. He was needed. 

The motor--boat returned to the submarine, 
bringing Nelson Lee, Dorrie, and their t,,,o 
prisone1:s;. Maclaren remained ,vith the tank. 

''\Veil done, sir!'' 
'' Good old Dorrie!'' 
'' Three cheers for I\ir. Lee!'' 

·As the motor-boat neared the sl1bmarine, 
the boys and girls shouted themselves hoarse. 
Even Princese Mercia and Prince Os\\"Y and 
Ethelbert the Red ,ve1·e as excited• as the 
others, and they sho11ted loudly. '11he decks 
were cro,vded when the victors came aboard 
"-i th tl1eir prisoners. 

''!'faith I 'Tis Guntha the Crafty himself I'' 
exclaimed Ethelbert. in amazement. 

'' I confess, good Ethelbert, I am be,vil• 
dered,' 1 said the princess. '' How do these 
,vondrous people effect such miracles?'' 

'' Ask me not, Fair Majesty,,, replied the 
ex-Regent. '' By St. Attal us, there seemeth 
to be no end to their capabilitiee !'' · 

Guntha the Crafty, glo,yering with rage 
and fear, came aboard. His bonds had been 
released by now, for he ,vas a prisoner of 
,var, and he l\~as being treated with tlte usual 
formalities. 

'' So ,,·e meet again, Gt1ntha, '' said Etl1el-
bert coldly. '' Thou art not so bra,,.e now, 
tl1011 Gotl1lander brute!'' 

''Think ye that Cedric will allow this?'' 
sneered Gt1ntha. '' All the rnight of Gothland 
will be set against yott and ~,.our friends!" 

'' Bttt all the might of Gothland ,\·ill be of 
no avail,'' retorted Ethelbert. 

He gloated. He kne,v that G11ntha the 
Crafty was the most po,vcrful man, next to 
the king, 1n all Northestria. He ,,,a! the 
commander-in-chief of Cedric's armies; he 

\VaB an overlorcl of t.rcmenclo11s riches and 
po,vcr. St1cl1 a capti \·o ,vas, indeed, a prize. 

Guntha's rag-a at l1is capture ,vaG tempered 
by his he,vilcler1nent. E, .. erJ·tl1ii1g had been 
l1appeni11g so s,viftl.}"-his ride in tl10 tank 
}1ad joltecl l1im abo11t so 1nt1ch-that he hardly 
kne,,, '". hether he ,v as on his head or his 
heels. He ":-as in mortal dread, too, tl1at his 
t'aptors ,vot1ld exccuto him out of hand. 
Ho,vcver, st1ch fears· as these ,vere soon set 
at re,;t. . 

'' (111ntl1a, let t1s l1ave a clear understand• 
ing, '' snid Nelson Lee q 11 ietly. ' 1 You are 

COMING NEXT H'EDNESDAYI 

our prisoner, and ,ve intend to hold you as 
a hostage.'' 

'' Ay, to hold me!'' sneered Guntha 
savagely. '' Bt1t for ho,v long, fool?'~ 

'' \\"e ,von't go into that now,'' replied 
Lee. '' And I· think it \\·ill pay yoit, my 
friend, to ren1cmher yo11r man11ers. As a 
prison(\r of ,Yar, lTOtt ,viii be granted every 
consideration. A cabin of this ship is nt lrour 
disposal. Y<>U ,viii, of cottrse, be g11arded, 
but }·ot1 ,,1'ill be allo\\yed certain hours for 
exercise. But, during ot1r pleasure, you ,,·ill 
remain a priso11er." 

'' And ,vith ,vhnt object?'' blustered tl1e 
Gothland commander-in-chief. 

'''We ,vill go to :ro11r cabin no,,·, Guntl1a,'' 
repliecl J.,f:e s111oothl3,. 

Tl1ey ,ver1t, ancl they ~at do,vn. Paper and 
ink "·ere placed i_n front of Gitntha. 
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'' You will ,vrite to J'o11i- king," said Lee, 
pointing. 1

' You \\"ill tell him that unless the 
arrangements for the burning of three hun­
d1·ed Northestrian citizens are cancelled, you 
will be put to death.'' 

'' By my bones!'' gasped Guntha. • 
'' You will be shot by a firing squad, a11d 

your body will be delivered to Cedric," 0011-

tinued Nelson Lee, his voice now very grim. 
~,It is for Cedric to decide tf>ur fate, my 
friend. Should he dt»ire your life, then you 
,vill live-and remain a prisoner. It is your 
life in exchange for the lives of three bun-

. 
'' St. Frank's In The Lists ! '' 

. . 
By E. S. Brooks. 

llipi,er & Oo. captured br Cediio the Cruel . . , . . 
ll&ndforib to be behe&cMd • • • • 
St. Fr&nk'a juniors fighting Oothlander 

knights in open tournament-with their Ji•es 
hanging upon the results ! 

These are only a lew of the tbrilll from nest 
week'• atonntnc yam, :ads, in which the St. 
l'rank'• adventurers once. more Jlt themselves. 
agaimt the micJit ol Ule Gothland trrants in a 
1ucce11ion of 1maabing onstauchta and thrills. 

''The Valley oJ Hot Springs!~• 
By Ladbroke Black. 

Thi■ magnlllcent serial ii nearing iii con­
clusion-and nezt week'• corking imt1Jrnent is 
1acked witb ezcite1'ent. 

•• Handforth's Weekly l '' 
Tbe second issue of E. O. Bandforih's own 

magazine more uproariously funny than ever, _ 
and 
•• BETWEEN OURSELVES!'' 

All these fine features iii next Wednesday's 
bumper issue. 

Usual Price • • - - • 2d. 

ORDER IN ADVANCE! 

dl'ed innocent people. And if Cedric valttes 
l1is co1n111ander-in-chief, then l1e ,vill agree.'' 

''I ·vo,v, 'tis a risk!'' pa11ted. Gt1ntha. '' A 
1nurrain upon ye 1" 

"Never mind tl1e murrai11s-get busy ,vith 
tliat lette1·,'' said Lee, pointing again. 

Guntha scowled fron1 under bushy bro,vs, 
b11t at Nelson Lee's dictation he proceeded 
to ,Yrite. 

Tl1ere y.·ere only these t,Yo in tl1e cabin, 
alt.hough armed officers ,vero standing ot1t• 
side 011 gt1ard. But Guntha ,vas a courageot1s 
man ; 110 must l1a ve kno,vn l1is cl1a11ces of 
escape from the f;3ubmarine "',.ere slim, yet he 
111ac.lo an atten1pt to gain his frccdo1n. 

Suddenly 110 fltlng do"·n tho pen, and ~1is 
ha11c] swept towards tl1e ink-pot. But before 
l1e coul(l thro,v it at his captor's hea(l, Lee's 

·. bu11ched fist flashed out. A terrific blo,v to 

tl1e ja,v sent Guntha staggering back,vardt.. 
S,viftly Lee follo,vcd up, and another crash­
ing pt1ncl1, a.gain to the face, caused Gttntha 
to topple to the Boor with a clattering of 
chairunail. 

The officers on guard outside, bearing tl10 
noise, imn1ediately rushed into the cabin, anti -
Guntha was quickly secured. Breathing 
hea,·ily, l1e was hauled to· his feet. Guntha. 
was beaten, and be knew it. At a second 
bidding he wrote the letter to Cedric tha 
Cruel ,vithout demur. 

·" 

T HE captured Gothland soldier was tlfied 
as a messenger. 

Bearing Guntha's letter, lie was set 
free-with express instructions to go 

straight to Dt1nstane, and to deli,Ter tl1e 
letter to 011e of Cedric's personal officere. In 
order to expedite 1natters, the st1bn1arine l1ad, 
mean,vhile, cruised up the lake. So tl1e 
Gothla11d soldier ,,~as set ashore 011ly a sl1ort 
distance fro111 the capital. 

The11 can1c tl1e ,vait. But it ,vas not a lo11g 
one. An ho11r passed; and at the e11d of tl1a 
hour a galley corne out from the shore, fl:yi11g 
the '\\"hite flag. 

Everybody crowded on the Pioneer's decks 
as the galley s,vept alongside. '!.,here ,vas no 
written mcssage-011Jy a verbal one, delive1·ed 
by a Gotl1landcr officer. 

'' I come fron1 Cedric, King of Gothla11d 
a11d Nortl1estria ! ~, lie announced conten1pt11• 
ol.16ly. '' His Majesty has received the 11Itin1a .. 
tum, and l1is reply 1s that the three l1t111drcd 
executions shall take place." · 

''What I'' 
"Great Scott!'' 
'' Then-then the ,vl1eeze has failed!'' 
The St. Fra11k's fellows were aghast, a11d 

there ,vas tre1nenclot1s exciteme11t as tl1e galley 
.s"'--ept a,vay. rrhe message had been delivered 
-but it ,vas the wrong message I Cedric the 
Cruel, i11 his rage, ,vas \\,.illing to sacrifice the 
comma11der-i11-cllief · of his armies I 

Strangely enough, ho,vever, Guntha la11ghed 
scornf t1lly ,vhen he ,vas told~ 

'' Heed not that message I'' he declared. 
c' Cedric will 11e,Ter dare to keep hia ,vord1 
Cedric ,vill not burn three hundred Northes­
tria11s. By tl1e s0111 -of Off a! Am I not the 
znost po,verful o·verlord of Gotl1Iand? If 
Cedric allo,vs me to go to my deatl1, 111y 

men in their ht1ndreds-ay, in tl1eir thot1sands 
-,vill tttrn agai11st him. ,vitl1out n1e, with­
ottt n1y men, Cedric cotlld never have con-­
querecl Northestria !'' 

And as t.he l1ours passed, so it proved that 
Cedric's bl t1ff had failed. 

Gt1ntha the Crafty was right. Cedric, on 
eecond thot1gl1ts-his rage subsiding-had de­
cided that he could never risk the is~tte. 
Proclan1atio11s ,vere sent forth that the exect1-
tions ,vere cancelled. 

_t-\nd thus tl1c sitttation remained-,vith all 
the ho11ol1rs having gone to Nelson Lee a11d 
his fello,v adventure1·s. · 

Bt1t tl1ere ,vere to be plenty of thrills and 
da11gers in Northestria yet 1 • 

TBB END. 
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T HIS weelc I specially want to acknowledge 
~ letter wl1ich hss t11med up from 
Cedric L. \\"oods• (Brandon). Of course, 
I am writ,ing this bef oro the first of 

tho new '' Between Ourset~~es II chats has 
reached your hands. But I acknowledged a 
good few latte.rs last week, and I can turn to 
tl1em now, as 1 promised, and mak:e a few com• 
ments on variotis matters which tl1ey deal witl1, 
and \Vl1ich I also think ,vill interest you. 

• • 
But before I tum to thorn, I'd like to remind 

yot1 all that the more · letters I receive, the 
better is my chance of clropping on points of 
univ·ersal appeal. I am oxpectin~ heaps of 
letters soon, and here,s my address 1n caso any 
of you have mislaid last ,veek's copy ·of tl1e Old 
Pa1>er : Edwy Seo.rles . Brooks, care of t11e 
NELSON LEE LIBRARY, The Flootway Houso, 
Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. 

• • • 
\Vhile it's in my mind, here's o, tip. Try, if 

3-~ou can, to remember to sign at least one of 
l'~our Christian names, and to give me a l1int, 
at the an.me time, of ~~our age. I like to "·ist1n.lise 
you all as you sit at this '' Round Table '' of 
ours ; and it's a diclccns of a job to do so if 
m~~ only clues consist of a neatly written, or 
typewritten, letter, signed, sny, A. E. Smith or 
'11

• )I. Jones. The age of tl1e writer migl1t be 
anything fron1 fourteen to forty, and tl1e sex 
is equally in doubt. So, if you will sign yo11r 
full name I shall know wl1et.her you are feminine 
or masculir1e, and if )~ou gi"--e me yo11r age 
I shall know wl1ether you are boy or man, girl 
or wo1nan. And that helps a lot in replying. 

• * * 
I can l1ear son1e of j,.Ott snJting t-l1at all tl1is is 

silly, as tl1e Old Pa.per is a bo:rs' paper. Of course 
it is. But heaps of girls read 1t, and l1eaps .of 
grown-ups, too. And we want them all at our 
Round Table. If ;yot1 can send me your photo• 
graphs-good, clear-ct1t, snapshot portraits 
,vill do-so much the better. 

• • * 
You can see me, a.nyl10,v, althot1gh I mtist a.sl-c 

l·ot1 to regard the pl1otograpl1 '\\~hich appear3 
on tl1is page with caution. The chances _are 
tl1at- it flatters me (anyhow, let's hope it doesn't 
do the other thing), but at least it gi,:-es )·ou a 

Edwy Searles Brooks, popular author 
or the St. Frank's stories, chats with 

readers of the '' Nelson Lee." .. 

sort of genera.I idea. of the upper end of my chassis. 
Besidos, as I've said beforo, a picttlre of one of 
yot1 will also sl1ortly ·begin to appear each week 
on tl1is page. 

• • • 
J. 0. Y. Barnes, of Tottenham, a reader of 

many years' standing (by the way, his name is 
John, and I thank l1im for so signing himself), 
has recently written me, and I hope he will be 
ple~%ntly surprised to seo this reply, as he 
bon1oanod the fact that the '' Between Our• 
selves ,n days seemed to be over. Tl10 St. 
Frank's characters, in his opnii<;>n, actually 
li'\·e, and he tolls me that when he is reading 
my )'·ams the characters seem to '' almost 
step out of the pages." I only hope that other 
readers share a view which is naturally very 
oncouraging to me, especial]y as I always strive 
t.o acl1ieve this object. 

• • • 
I l1ope that Cedric L. \Voods, of Brandon, 

from V."hon1 I have received two letters duri11g 
tl1e last fortnight, ,vill be plea.~ed with t,}1e 
series now r11nni11g. He expressed n keen desire 
to read n1ore of Northestr1a.. I tlunk he must 
have hnd a bit of a sttrpriae when he found that 
a new series with tl1is background l1ad already 
been arranged for. In fact,_ wl1en his hope was 
exprosse{l, I l1ad already written SC\."ero.l of the 
stories. Let's hear from you a.gain, Cedric, old 
man, as I l\"Ot1ld like yotir views no,v tl1at you 
havo got wl1at )-"OU wante(l. But I'll bet you'll 
l1B\"O written long before tl1is comes out in 
print ! I trt1st you ,von 't tell me, in tl1e general 
way of tl1e world, that now you l1ave got wl1at 
lrou want, you don't want it. 

• • • 
Leonora Baber, of Portsmouth, suggests that 

tl1e recent St. Frank's stories have not come 
from my pen. ,,rell, I hope s110 won't continue 
t.o labour 11nder tl1is delusion. }~very St. Frank's 
storJ· tl1at l1as e,rer appeared in tl1e Old Paper 
under my name has come from ID)' pen. 

I ' 
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The Battf e ! 

,: TI)I}~ ! " cxclai111ccl Da11·n'\'". 

I (irot1cl1ing clo,,·n a11d l1ol<ling l1is 
sl1ielr1 in f rorit ()f l1im, an<l a spear 

i11 tl1c c)ther l1and, the old pugilist rdged 
to,,~arlls t l1e centro of tlle ba.rricndc. The 
guards ,vcrc cJ1argi11g for,v·arq; Jackson hung 
back: in tl1e rear. 

·' ,Jackso11. J~c,11 tlirtJ· clt1g ! i .... ou wh_ite .. 
faced sp,·rcr rat ! T:-\l•:e tl1a t and tell me 110,v 
it f rcls ! ,, 

At tl1e so1111d of DannJT' s ,~c>ice, Jackson 
turned. s,viftlj ... , his eJ"es blazing, l1is ll'l1ite face 
t,, .. itcl1ing. Insta.ntly Da-nny's right hand, 
\l''l1icl1 gripped the spear, ,,,ent back. Then, 
s,·vinrrin(J' for,,-ard with all the impctt1s of l1is 
bc)dy~ l~ l1urlcd tho \\-capon straigl1t at tl1e 
traitor. 

The spea,r l1issed tl1rough the air, past the 
rbarging g11ards, ca.using them to halt abruptly. 
111 l1orrified silence the}~ watched the missile 

" l1urtle to,vards tl1eir leader. 

Jacl.;_son sa,v the fl_y·ing spear a11<l ducked 
s,,-iftlJT, pressing hir11sclf against the pa.ssagc~ 
l~11t tl1e space in ,, .. l1ic}1' !10 stoocl \\Tas too 
confined to enable l1i1n to escape. Tl1c 1)oi11t· · 
of tl10 spear- cat1gl1t I1i111 in tl1e ril)s just lJclo,v 
tl10 heart. Tl1c force ,,itl1 ,·rl1ich it ,vas thro\v11 
n1ade him stagger to his knees. 

Eric heard tlic n1an curse, and tl1e11 pluck 
franticall.}· at tl1e spea.r "·l1icl1 had pi~rccd ]1is 
golden n1n.il sl1irt. His little bn~ef t1l eyes, 
lii.·hicl1 scemell s11ffused no'\\- ,,~tl1 blood, 
gla.red at- Danr1)·. 

'' I'll make )·ou pay for this ! '' he s11arled. 
One of the guards ·had rushed for'V\-ard arid, 

seizing the sp~ar, had dra~ it o~t. Be11cuth 
the rent in· t.he ,-,olden mail, Eric could see 
tl\at Jackson's fur coat "pas tinged ,,itl1 
blood. 

'' All the point.s so fa.r, ~Ir. Eric ! '' Danny 
sl1outed. '' llere goes for another sl1ot at 
h . ,. 1m. 

He stooped down and picked up one of the 
spare spears he had left on the floor ready for 
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use. Bef 01~ he co11ld . rise again, however, 
the boy called out warningly : 

'' Thcy~re coming, Da.nny ! Look out ! ,, 
\l.,,ith the lightness that he had lcar11cd in 

i lie ring, Da11ny slipped side~rays to the 
protection of the sto11e '\\·al]. The next 
moment the l1eavy n1etal fur11iture was being 
frantically tor11 aside, to open & gap for their 
a.~sailants. Clearly the wound inflict~ on 
the Angekok \\·horn, on account of the symbols 
J1e '\\·ore they regarded as sacred, had roused 
the gttards to a, berserk fury. 

'' Jab at 'em, ~Ir .. Eric. They're only a lot 
of soft mutts. Keep propping 'em off. I'll 
(lo all the in. fighting.'' 

That old familiar jargon of the boxing ring 
steadiecl the J"'Ot111gster. As the tables and 
chairs ancl couches "\\"'ere dragged aside, he 
thrust at the heads and bodies that appeared 
in the '\\iidening gap, using his long spear 
eff'ecti,~ely. And t.he11 he. sa,v Danny, his 
body crouched, ,the shield he carried on his 
left arm completely guarding him, glide out 
from co,"er. 

The battle axe in his right hand q1a<lc a 
circular s,,~eep. Eric heard the olcl pt1gilist 
gi,-e that peculiar snort l\·l1ich alwaJ'tS accom­
panied onE) of his punches ,,·hen properly 
•-1elivered. One of the n1en, tearing at the 
barricade, "-ent do~"n as the blade of the axo 
l)it through the mail of his helmet. 

'' }lore points on us, 1tlr. Eric. \\"e'll 
tame 'em in time,. but keep ~rour eJ"es 8k.irined 
a.nd fight canny.'> 

They co11ld hear Jackson's voice, high­
pitche(l, screaming in English to the guards, 
urging them on, and mingling with these 
admonitions fearful threats as to the fa.te that 
awaited the three men he had betrayed. 

Under the spur of his urgency, the guards 
swept forward down the passage. The mere 
weight of their charge carried them through 
the gap that had been already made in the 
barricade. Even if those in front had wished 
to retreat, ·it would have been impossible so 
great 1\·as the pressure behind. 

•i Keep )Tour place, Mr. Eric, a.nd go on 
jabbing. Don't let t-hem shift you.'' 

Dan11y's voice was perfectly cool. ,,!itl1 
tight set jaw, with his great sl1,)ulderR 11u11chcd 
and the sl1icld covering every vital part of his 
body, he ,vas now moving lightly 011 his f~t 
in front of that rent which J1ad been made in 
the barricade. As the golden--clad guardq 
attempted to squeeze throug.h . the brolren 
dam, so the battle axe rose and fell. 

A curious picture, even at tJ1at moment of 
crisis, flashed across Eric's mind. He fancied 
he saw the axe-men bel1ind the wooden 
barricade o:r:i the hill at Senlac, crowded round 
the mail-clad ·figure of King Harold, and 
driving back the assault of the Normans. 
Nine hundred J·ears had vani8hed, and here 
\\~as Danny, like on~ of his- a.ncest.ors, \\itl1 the 
same blue eyes and the same grim determin­
ation-which would never rtcognise defeat, 
even in death-fighting with the same ,veapc1n 
as they had used. 

As he jabbed and ihn1Rt, f c,llowing strictly 
the orders he had received, J4~ric had time to 
notice how the old pugilist n1ann.ged his 
weapon. 

It was not only the edge of t]1e 1Jlade J1e 
used. Now he empl,,yed the l1aft of the axe 
as a mace, feinting with a. fierce swing and then 
suddenly reversing the blow, so that the back 
of the axe caught an unguarded opponent 
under the chin and knocked him senseless. 

He was making uset Eric reali~ed, of all those 
punches and swings he · had learned in the 
ring, delivering them, howevci; with the axe 
instead of a boxing glove~ 

TJie gap in their d~~ences was filling again, 
filling with the mailed ·bodies of the fallen. 
But still tl1at human flood p1 .. essed on i still 
Jackson's high-pitched voice screamed curseg 
and imprecations. 

Three men leaped suddenly on to the 
summit of the barricade, one of them balanc­
ing himself on the heaped forms of his com• 
rades. Eric drove back one of the soldiers 
with a spear thrust, but the other tw,1, 
guarding their legs with t.heir shields from 
the blows of Danny's axe, Rprang do'\\'11 into 
the passage. 

For a moment Eric, seeing Danny's pre• 
dicament, l\"&S tempted to disobey orders a-nd 

HOW THE &TORY BEGAN. 
ERIC DENNING, a chetryt adventure-loving you-ngrter. lives with 1,is uncle, 
J•ROFESSOR DENN ING. '1.'he professor, abse,,t--min<hd and interested in nothing ,ave 1,is at1'die1, 

is expecti,ig a vi&it from John Peter,, an Arctic explorer t0ho ha, discovered a narwhat•a 
hoi-n, on which is 10ritten ill Runic writing the 1,ey to tl'eme,adou, trea,ure, ii1 Greenlanct. 
The horn arrive,, «.ut not Peter,. For Peter, is dead-murdered by one o/ a gang o/ 
acouHd1·el.,, th, leader o/ u,hich ia 

noss JI.A.UNSELL. Maun,ell attempta to capture the narwhal', 1,orn, but i, frustrated, largely 
QWing to the activitie, of · 

D.-tNNY, the pro/easor', n1an-o/-all-wo1:k and an ex-pugili11t. The professor decipher,· the torlting 
on the horn, and he and Bric and Danny travel to Greenland, and ,tart out /or the Valley 
o/ llot Springa. They capture· Ma.unaell, toho has been trailing them; be git·fa hi8 name as 
{,ackson. Pas&ing through. a tunnel in the glacier,, they arrive at the myateriou1 i;alley. 
1 hey are ~aptured by the ,-tngekok, "' Tuler o/ thJ valley, but he is kiUtd by lack3on, toho 
as~_unies lits place o/ of/lee. Jack&on turns traitor, and he cau,es the ,oldit!rB to mutiny. 
Eric, Danny, and the professor erect a barricade; the soldierB charge /orward to tile at,ac" I 

(.Vou, read on.) 
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rush to his assist­
ance. As if realising 
'\"hat ,,1'as pa.ssing 
tl1rougl1 tl1e bo:y·'s 
mind, the old pugilist 
~hf,ute<l to him : 

THE-
,, 

NIGHT HAWK 
AGAIN! 

to be in tl1is.. ~Ir. Erio 
and 1ne l1as tliis 
sholl-·. '' 

'' Are ""' o u a 

'' You sta11d fast, 
1'Ir. Eric. T 11 es e 
guJ'S arc my meat ! '' 

Ev·en as l1e spoke 
lie ducked to the 
rig l1 t, a,-oicling a 
fierce spear tl1rust, 
and tl1cn lJrougl1t 
111> tl1e bla.dc of l1i s 
axe under tl1e lif te<l 
shield arm c•f l1is 
opponent.. The ma.11 
l\'"Cllt do,\ .. n, but tl1c 
other ,,·as springing 
at l1im. His spear­
point dro,,.c straight 
at Danny's t1n­
co,-c~rcd neck. It 
would ha\--e reacl1ed 
its n1ark l1ad there 
not been a.11 alto-­
gether unexpected 
interru ptio11. 

... 
drivelling idiot-, n1v 

1-..., "" 

n1an? '' the profess(?r 
boomed. '· Do \'"OU • 
imagine I'n1 going 
to stand cont.e1nplat• 
ing a collection of 
piled-up metal 
f 11 r n i t u r e, ,v hi le 
J·our Ii , .. es are im • 
perilled? '' 

'' Don't clo a,ny 
scrapping tl1en, 
g11v'nor,'' Danny 
entrcatecl. '' You' re 
i11 tl1c ,vaJ'"-look 
at tl1at ! I nearly 
n1issed tl1at bloke ! '' 

\Vith an up,,"ard 
strol{e of l1i8 axe lie 
shattcrc<l t]1e &hield 
of a n1an ,vhcJ had 
s 11 r 11 n g o,.,.er the 
ba,rricade. 

'' If ;'n11 ,,-2nt to ... 
The professor l1ad 

nll tl1is time been 
fc)llo,vi11g slrictlJ· the 
tactics and strategv 
ll'"hicl1 Dn11nJ" l1atl 
outlined. It was l1is 

'l'BRILLING NEW SERIAL FEATURING 
l>c usef11l, guv'nor .. 
,,.o\t can be ·a ... 

TSE: NIGB~I' HAWK COMING SHORTLY. stretcher-bear er 

WATCH OULI- FOR DETAILS! part}"" a.11d clear the 
ring. Sl1ift this lot 
that has taken the 

business to 11old the opening from l\·t1ich 2n 
attack from the temple migl1t be expected. 
But tho11gl1 the fight had been no,,· going on 
for nearly t,,,.enty minutes, nobody l1ad 
q,ppearecl from tl1at q11artcr. 

The s011nds of the struggle in "·hich he 
"-as taki11g 110 part ha-d bce11 almost too 
n111ch for tl1e professor, and \Yhr11, gla.ncing 
o,.,.er l1is shoulder, he ha.d sce11 lJrtnn , .. , s 
predicament, he could stand it no more. .. 

,,?'ith a guttural cry, dropr,ing the ,,·eapon 
he carried, he sprang on tlic gua.rd from 
behind, seized him round the "·aist a11d, 
lifting l1im bodily ttp, hurled him ,,·-itl1 a bacl, 
tl1ro,\· against the other figures tl1at had no\,,. 
npJleared at the top of the barrieadc. 

·• Ha ! '' he sa.id, l1is red beard Lristling. .... 

Spinni11g round, he faced the onco1ning 
r11~l1, his a-rms stretched out like a '\\'restler 
,,·aiti11g to get at grips ,,ritl1 his opponent. 

'' Ft>r tl1e love of l\iil{e, guv'11or, get a,,,uJT ! ,, 
DannJ1 ga.sped. '' This ain't :y·our s110,\". l .. <)U 
sta.y at your post.'' 
- At that moment, seeing the three men on 
the· barricade about to leap, lie pusl1cd tl1e 
professo~ aside and charged at thc1n ,l·'itl1 
\\·l1irling axe. All three t-oppled o,,...er on t]1e 
other side of tl1e defences. 

'' Get back, guv'nor ! You ain't supposed 

COltnt Ottt of lhe \lra v . .. I can't mo,_..e properl,y· .• , 

H A \TIN({ found occupation for the 
professor, ",.hicl1 he l1oped "rould 
keep l1im out of harn1's ,, .. a.y for· a 
ti1nc, Danny concentra~cd l1imseU 

upc>n the fight. And not a moment toe• soon. 
011 tl1e other ~ide there ,vas a man ,,·ho had 

Ii ,red ]1is lif~ in organising d~eds elf crin1e a.rid 
, ... iolence-J ackson, alias ,.,· Boss '' !\Iaunscll~ 
,,rho ha? ~e:n one of the uncro\\~C_d kings of 
Londo11 s under,,rorld. · 

In tl1e fury of disa.p1)ointment that l1is 
treacherot1s sclteme }1ad miscarrietl--1naddened 
L)" tl1e lV<)ltn<l I1e hacl recci, .. e(i-Jackson still 
kept a c.-,c,l head. 

1-Ie mltst. ha·, ... e I'ealised that, ,,-ith tho 
barricade still ]1olding, it ,,,.:1s in1possible to 
get full value out of the superior. force he 
p,Jssessed. At tl1c most only tl1rcc 1nen Cf)ttld 
att.a.ck at a. time, a,nd then tinder C(tnditi,>ns 
,,~J1ich ga., .. e tl1c clefendcrs a.II the adva11tage. 
B1tt if tl1<)Se o,·crturne<l tables and chairs and 
coucl1es could l.>e sl1iftcd, and the pa,ssa.ge 
clearecl, then he co11ld attack in full f<)rce, 
a.nd in one nil<l rush sw-cep · away ltis tl1ree 

• enemies. 
There ca.me a sudden lull in tl1e figltting 

-a lull "rhich Jn.stcd some 111inl1tcs. l'ro1u 
~rhat Ei:ic could see of th·e passage be)~<>nd, 



1t was empty. No longer '\\·ere the golden 
helmets of t]ie guards visible over the top of 
the ban-icade. Danny, wiping the perspiratio11 
from his forehead, was standing there, watch­
f11lt his o]d battered face a picture of concern. 

'' ,,that aro they np to, J\Ir. Eric ? '' he 
1\·)1ispercd. '' How '\\~ould it be if I got tho 
gl1v'nor t.o give them some of that Tormansuk 
f;tuff? It'll keep him good and quiet, and 
might put the ,vind up 'em.'' 

But before lie could put that plan into 
execution, what ·was afoot became abundantly 
clear. Suddenly a whole section of the 
barricade moved, a11d a l1eavy table was jerked 
fron1 its position and dra'\\"Il doll'll the passage. 
~rhree chairs followed. -creeping along the 
floor so that tl1cy could not be seen, so1ne of 
the enen1y had faste11ed long hide ropes to the 
Yarious articles that f ormcd tl1e barricade, 
A-nd were 110w drawing them tl1rough the 
entrance. 

\' Got to stop t.his:- l\Ir. E1·ic ! '' Da1my 
gasped. '' This is ,,,.here ,ve have a counter­
attack. Con10 behi11d 1110 and l{eep prodding 
at 'em.'' 

.. t\.s he spoke he leapt tl1rougl1 the gap. 
Eric, f ollo"ing, cot1ld sec t lie l1ea ving of his 
broad shoulders. That }Jicttiro of Dan11y, 
clad in ltls. golden mail, rushing forward 
against overwhelming odds, was to remain a 

ti 

vivid memory ,vitli the boy f ore,rer-an 
unf orgcttable 8Cene ! 

On rushed Danny without a sou11d. J11 the 
doorway were crowded the articles of furnit11re 
which had been drawn clear from the barricade. 
,vith a leap he was over them. 

'' Pile 'em up agai11, Mr. Erio ! '' he shouted 
over )1is shoulder, and then he was thJ.~ough 
t.he opening. 

,,7it11 a feeling of utter despair, Eric tole] 
l1i111sclf tha.t he had seen the last of his old 
friend. All alone he l1ad gone to meet the 
over,\~l1cln1ing numbers of his foes. He ,,ras 
sa.crificing l1i1nsclf for their sa.ke-he ,vas 
laying dowi1 his life for the professor whom 
lie had so faithfully scrvecl. Ho,v could ho 
possibl.y· esca1)c ? 

But bcf ore going to n1eet l1is death he had 
given his orders. An(l Eric, tl1ougl1 it seemed 
utterly useless, }ind too strong a sctL~e of 
cliscipli11e 11ot to fJbey. C11t.t-ing the leather 
tl1ongs fa~,tencd to the furniture, he struggled 
back ,vitl1 it, repili11g it in its former position, 
reC<.lnstru_cting the barricade. 

'' Where's Dann}' ? '' 
The ~0)7 l1ad j nst completed his task when 

Professor Denni11g asked him t.l1at question. 
'' He ,,~cnt out to hold them "rhile I did 

this, u11cle," Eric replied miserably. '' I don't 
see how he can escape." 
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, The protes~or's reply was to scramble over 
the piletl-11p fur11iture. Eric caught him by 
the arm. 

'' Uncle, what are )"OU going to do ? '' 
The professor. turned and glared at him. 
'' Take J'OUr hands off me, boy t Do you 

imahrine that I am going to allow Danny, w~o 
has served me faithfully all these years, to die 
out there ,vithout my making an effort to save 
l1im ? ,, 

'' But you can't, uncle.,, . 
At that very moment a voice he never 

expected to l1ear again, rang down the passage. 
'' Pull the guv'nor back, ~ir. Eric, for the 

h , . ' ,, love of !like ! Sta11d fast ! T ey re coming . 
Eric looked up, his heart seeming to gi·v·e a 

lt.'ap. There was Dann)r an extraordinary 
object. Blood w~s pouring d~"'ll h_is fac~ 
f ron1 a gash in his forehead, his chain mail 
~,.as ripped and torn. All that was left of 
t11e battle axe he had w,ielded with such 
effect \l\ras the broken haft-. And in his arms, 
struggling feebly, "ras tl1e figure of Jackson. 

'W'''ith a shout Eric released his uncle and 
scra1nbled on to the top of the barricade. 
I>a,nt.ing n.nd breathless, Danny came up to 
him. 

'~ Here, ~~011 ta-ke him, guv'nor, and sit on 
l1im ! :, lie cried. 

As lie spoke he almost flung Jackson into 
t·1e profe§sor's arms, sending hi_~ toppli11g 
l ack,-rards on ~o t.l1e other side of the 
I a-rricade. 

,; All right, I', ... e got l1im, Danny ! '' the 
J •rof essor called. 

'' Keep a tight l10Jd on him, gu,,.'nor. Take 
that fancy gear off him. Punch him on the 
·,a"· if he starts ma.king trouble. I'd attend to 

·' nin1, only I',,.e got to get busy.'' 
Danny ""as standing by Eric's side. Tl1cre 

\l"as no danger of an attack at the mo1ne.Q.t ; 
11ot a soldier "ras in sight. Danny turned to 
tvo boy. . . 

'' I've [riven 'em sometl11ng t.o thinl~ about, 
1\·fr. Eric 7 but the only thing is, they won't 
think -too long.'' . 

Dazedly he ,,riped the blood from his face, 
and then glanced at the brol,en handle of the 
battle-axe. 

'' Gc>t to find another of tl1ese here wea.pons, 
l\Ir. Eric,'' he muttered. 

As lie spol~e, from the c11rtained doorway 
behind them appeared the Daughter of the 
Sun, the girl ''"hom they had befriended and 
"·ho had a)readjr proyed such a useful ally. 

In her hands ""as a gold~n bo~,.l ftlled ,vith 
'"·n.ter. Her face was very pale, but her blue 
eJ~es were shining ,vith an expression of wonder. 

'' Oh, thot1, upo11 ,,rhose face Tormansuk 
has set his mark, great and wonderful fighter 
are ,,.ou ! See, I bring water for you t.o bathe ... 
vo11r wo11nds. '' 

Danny did not understa~d a word ?f wl1at 
she said, but her gestures bridged the diffic11lty 
of language. 

'' Thank you kindly, my dear. If you could 
find another of these little things for me, I'd 
be grateful.'' 

He showed her the broken haft of the battle .. 
axe, and instantl~r she turned and disappeared. 
Danny put the bowl to his lips and drank half 
its contents. The remainder he splashed on 
his face. 

From the other side of the barricacle came 
the muttering of voices. Danny, leaning 
aaainst the wall and breathing hard through 
his nose, l1is whole body relaxed, "inked with 
one clear blue e)~e at his young companion. 

'' Given 'cm somethi11g to chew on, }Ir. 
Eric. Took 'em right· off their g~ard and 
jumped in ,·•{ith some real snorters. You n~ver 
saw sucl1 a scrap "rhilc it- lasted. I '\\'"ent right 
through 'en1, sainc as if they "·ere paper. And 
coming baclc I sees our old pal Jackson. 

I... ' ' I I ' Herc, you come along "rith me, says. 
picks him 11p-hc ,,·as still grogg}· after t~a.t 
spear-thrust I ga,,.e hi1n-and brings him 

l ,, 
a. ong. 

'' Da,nn,T. 1-.. ott infernal old idiot-, come here 
i1nmediately '! This man's d)·ing, I believe.'' 

,vit.hout m<)\"ing his position, DannJl' glanced 
over his sli-oulder do,,,n the passage to '\\·here 
the prof cssor ,vas bendi11g over the figure of 
Jackson.· 

"He's onl)? lcidding :y·ou, guv'nor. w~atc♦I1 
hi111 or he'll sta.rt s01r1e of his monkey-business. 

' ' . t Anywa,T, I ca11't come, becal1se ,,·e re going o 
~ '' be bt1s~r l1ere in a 111oment. 

At the saino inst.ant a small hand \l·as placed 
on Dan11)·'s nrm. The Daughter of tl1e Sun 
,ras standinr1 t.here "·itl1 another battle-axe. 

0 

'' D 1· d '' Thank you, 1ny dear, army rep 1c 
gratef ull11• '- That's just ,,,.hat I \\'"ant~d. And 
I guess, ·thanks to you, I'm feeling t.hc goodg 
again.'' 

Abruptly he paused, a.nd ~eizing the girl by 
the arm, thrust lier f orc1bl~T through the 
curtained doonvay. 

'' You 'op it, Miss S11n, and many thanlis ! 
Mr. Eric-out of J""our corner and get busy ! '' 

The lull in the fight "ra.s over. Recovering 
from the shock of Dann·v's counter attack, and 
worked up DO"\\'" to a kind of religious fury by 
the forcible abduction of the Angekok, the 
guard \\'"ere rushing do'\\n the passage, e,Ti~ently 
bent on a cletermincd effort to S"\\'"Cep aside all 
obstacles. 

'' Tormansuk ! ' Torn1ansuk ! " 
With the name of the ancient E1,quimaux 

god upon their lips, they hurled themselves 
furiously at the barricade. ~n another ~o!-llent 
Eric and Dann)· ,vere fighting for their lives ! 

( The battle continue. liou, tclll Eric and 
hi. -.,om.panlons /are tins time P Anotlier 
th·rilling itasfoln1cnf nezt ,,~ednesday, lade 
--order t,Ollr COJ>JI -,_rOJJ~.) 
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CORRESPONDENTS 
WANTED 

~·····~~~~··~~·~··~·· 
t\ llitelting, 4.~, Ashville Road~ IJt-yton~tonf', 

London, E.11· (agr·d lG),- ,vants corrP~pr•ndf•nts i11 
Australia nnd New Zealancl interf•~ted in 

t·ycling-. 

ll n 11 a I I I (; . I.on J!, G ;j, 1' finny Fon I~ on d , 
Cowes, I ~le of \\' ight, requires rnPtllh(•rs J'or 
t h c I . 0 . , V . S t a 1n p (_' l u h . · · 

I I a r r y \ V a I k er~ 1 • I'- (1 n ton Park (, r c•; ._. f' 11 t , 
Kenton, l\liddlcsex, ,vould like. to cnrrr~po~hl ,\·it h 
rearlcrs any,\'hcre jnterrstPLl in - pllot; )g?\ll,hY a1td 
<'}Cli11g. 

t 

· \ ,., . \ \ ·. \\·a c 1 f', \ \ · hi~ h St r f' r· t . \ \ · i n d ~or, J ~ r i ~ 1, a n P, 
Queensland, Australia, \\ ill exchange .. \u~tralian 
n n d 1\ r,v · i: ca I and st a n1 p;. 

. -
N . Sa h i h 1'I a r i ear, ~-J a i n l to a rl , Port o Ko v o, 

South India, \\!shes to hear f rnrr1 rflnders. 
l\ 1 a 11 r i r c S k i n n r r . :i • ~no\\' don t\ v c- n 11 ~ , r·: i 11 I. 

Helli, ~lt·lb·onrn,~, \'iett·iria, Australia, \\·isllPs to 
. ~ - . 

rorrrsponrl ,v1th starnp~rnllectors, / 
s. N:i°ii'ulhn, 1\I:1.in RtrcPl.11 ('uddnloore~ South 

\ndia, ,,·oultl like- to hr·ar fr:Jtn readers. 
&al·niond Dixon,"' .... 71.·; Iior.trjn )load, i1t. l•:dc;n. 

,b1r1'la~d.-. New- -1:ealafNle •i•h• .,., ..,,.J)Olllt 
,\·it-h t·c·:td('l'S ·In. an,·· 1>a~ of th~ wm-Jd on an• 

~ ~ 

~tit_, j P{' t. ~ ·.. ,. ,. . . . 
' ' ' 

~ I . . I l. .\ I ,. 1--'~ a n , r . 'o t> .f ). Ito x :311 C, ~l n ha n n f' ~. 

I\orrnan S. St,ein, [;j0, (\))n1ni~::-ionPr 8tree,. 
_.,itir\'il'\V, .John1111esbl1rg, 'fritu:;.;.vaa), South Africa, 
,,·aut.~ to hi.•ar fron1 l'L'~dlL•r::- intcrt·~ted in ~ta1ups, 
and ,,·ou!d 1ike to join a :-:tan1p <.·xchangc club. 

l'hoo S,•ng Q11(•(•, 1::24, Serangouu lload. ~inga­
port•, Straits Settlen1snts, \\Hllts to corrP~poud· 
,rilh rPadf•r~; intt•re~Lt·d in stnn1p-colll'cti11g, tret: 
\\'Ork, aud forPign l)Hper~. ( ._ . 

i1 j~::; Annie . .\Hdl1 1'SOn, ·ss, C]aythorn Strer~tl 
GlasgowJ S.E., ,rants to corrr~po11d \,·ith st.au1p~~ 
r o 11 t ·rt n r -~ i u (' la il P , :\ l or or t ( • , 8 on t. h .r\ fr i c: t : " 
~trnits ~~·ttlcn~f'nt~. S\\"C'tl<.•11, t.·tc.; nged J.~. 

JI. A. \Yood, 3:1, NPl:--inn Road, Belvedare, l\t·nt, 
\Yi~lH'~ to e,:rrf•~!H,nd ,,·itli readt..·r.s intt·rc:~tcd in· .. 
bo(· ►h~ and frc,t,lork. _ .·~ t' 

I 

}lurry ,·t·l'llPt', ]~ox Cl, Sc► 1;th PorcupiP~, 
f>ntnrio~ Canada, °"·ants <·orr-r-~pondl'ut;-:;. ., l t ... -. 1 ·-

J • ' 

Il. 1\1.ontt·ath. H3, Bald,yin ·AY(•nnc, 
\,·ood, Glasgow, · ,rnntR n1cn1hers 

Knight~~-·! 
for·· t hl~ 

t)riory ~_(\,rre,:,;poi1drncc l 1lub. 

~ 1 i ~ s 1 >or i 3 ( l n t 1 f• y , 
Jfp1•ts, n~k~ for girl 

11!), ,rood .~tret-t, Barnet~: 
<-orrf•:.;ponde11t~, pr('feral,ly; 

·c> ,. ,-, I' ·· n o c::. • o rY n ] ~ 
, !:'.',\ -11 • ' h --~ -· • 

~l-an 11~. ,Tohn:-on, l)():,;t 
Western Australia, ,\·ould like 
rt·adt.·rs. 

' ) 
Office, ('laren1011t, 
to eorrP~pond ,vit h · 

. . . -~ - . . .. . ... I : 
J. · ]la rkc1·, ()('Pr& u "" A v_fAnnc, Don hie llay. 

8 y ti n c• y, ~ t • "· ~on t h ,,·a1 .. _.s, Australia, ,Yallt_j ·· 
eorr(•;;. pot1dt1 nt s. . '--

. A. E. Augn:--, 51, Hnrringtc,n l)lncC', Lo\rJie1t1~, 
Sheffield, \\"i:-.ttes to corrt ... ~p(►tH.l ":ith rt•adt•r~. __ ; 

tie:>. .14'lldrt,igl&, J-• .0. )l.o4 67-, •&If- . l..oiadoil, 
tout" A friea, "·0111d Hke p~n-friffld!II. 

. . ' 
l\li~::,; ._Jr•an l~ryden, 1~: f'avenrli~h l 1 rcrk~ BarrG4'' 

in-FurnessJ I~ane~, ,\·ants ,t J~rf~nch girl cc.r·r.f .. 
~po n d t·• n t ; . n g e l :1- l + . , -~ ' _ -~ 

• 
Sathanif•l 1\1oor(• .. 111,. Jlrncl(•r~on Avenue, Bel• 

b111·g, 'frnHsYnaJ, Soutl1 Africa, ,,-aHts t.o hr·ar 
1'ron1 rrad~-r-~ · intf'rf'~tt•tl in fr(•t\vork in J~uglnud 
and South· .. Africa:. ag1.~~ 20~~1. . . . . · -., fast; \Vi~i1t•~ io 'hl·:t_l' .fl'o1i1 rt.·adefs in tltitt. ·c·itv. 
--~"7""-::~':"-:-■'."~':"'"":-"'----------~-----------_.:._-----=-· -

• 

-.. _ I O lJ .\ RA XTRE TO . 
SAVE YOU POUNDS 

-
flll on fi:llY type of Biri ycle }·ou 

reqn1~e. _'J'ho11sand:-; of nc,v 
1111 r11ash1nc·s In stoek 
.. ALL - MARKED DOWN 
Ill BY POUNDS. 
- Carrr~ge . paid O!l n pprov~ l. 

-
I ,, R 1 .• • ·L; c1 r F'r, A r r. • r-cr~sories 

.. \\lr~te for n1y mon~tt·r monPV-

.. S~Ying CalaJogue-it's Free' ~ [dw~,a . • etr~ F~~M ' .. ,1 

T-4tWO~LO.SlARGE$TD 17 rov£NTRV f! ,~,, 
CYCLE DEALER, [P' " l I. J.d d.) \ 

lll,1111111111111111 S"orTERM 

. 
WRITE 

. FOR 
-.
1 
Ll.srs· 

,_'NOW 

BE ··TAL" -L-- '• Your helght increased ~n 14 da.vs 
. . _ ._ · or. 1no11ey back · Arnaz1ng Coursf' 

5/-.,. Send STAMP NO\V 'for Frc-e Ilook.-STEBBIN-0 
SYSTEM, 28, Dean Road, LONDON. N.W.2. 

Blu.sh1·ng _Shrncss, c, Nerves," Self-consciousness 
curcrl or money back I Con1plt.,tc 

Treatn1<:nt • 51-. details, striking t-<'stimoniAls. f·r~o -
L.A.STEBBING, 28. Dean Rel., LOND9N.N.w.2. 

Be sure to mention THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY I 
when communicating with advertisers, 

SPURPROOF --TENTS' 

1516 

FR,E·E ~o SHQRT PE_OPLE:__-T\VO 
0

rPn1c1rkab]e: Ilhis. 
. . t.ratcd Books \\·h1cll point the "'av t,o Increas,·d 

lif'ight.. In1pro,·cu Physique. and Retter .~llc-altb ~cr1t 
: orivtl..tcl_v.-:-Carn·~· Instit1nc:. Lincoln Strcct .. cai•ctifT S.\'l. 

BE STRONG I . p1··01ni~,· j">ll l{nli11st . Ilt·?.it I~. 
.• 'J)oul.th:d. ~t1·cngth •. Star11ina. -·'"nncf 

]Ja~l11n.c. Erirr~y in-30 d~y'S· or n1011e·y back! ·· ~Mf ":unnzittg 
4. i11 ·,1 -Con1·sc n.l]!ISt ..10 lH.s. to J_onr 1n11~c11Jar dc·vc•loptn,-11t ·. 
al~o. bring-~ aH Iron--\\ 111:, J)(•rft-r:t S(•lf•eo11ttol::' Yirll' 
~1 h. r, h6nrl. . Prr~nn a I ,.lf a.gH£• ti ~111. , s nrprisf' ,. ,:our f ri • ·'11 i Is ~ 
Te:--tiHH>llY .FHEE. or ConTpl("(<_: c~llll'Sf: 5,,: __ STEBBING 
INSTITUTE, (A), 2s.- De~n Roa.d, "JLONDON, N. w.2. . . 

•• •. I ,... • -_, • • - •- -• I,, .......,, • • 

•' .,. • - - ••.J • . ..:, • .. -- ~ • ....... .,;. ...--..•I ·r • I ... 

••••••••••••••••••••~•~•••••••••••a••••••••••••••••••• 
,- • • • ~~-••. -✓ .. _-..,; ,, . ' ' -~,- ,• ••• • -\-~· - ,:__ . ::_,, -:. ' ............ .. 

All .app,ication1 to, A~vert,se~$.r.t.~·spa_c•s in ·this pub:· 
, ~ • · .. , . . . ' • ·• . • ., . S- _w""' J • 

lication . !ho.uld be addressed. ~:tQ tfle .. · Advertisement 
. . • -- • '·· .................. .._. ..... --~ • J1• .... _ ..... - ·...a.c;. ._..,. • . ..... J_ ..... ·•~ 

~an age!_~ :u The· -~~~so_n-, :-L~- -Li_~tarj-fo~-• -.The ~ieetway 
. · : · it o·use,· rarringilon~~!.t.~~t; -~~-~-'-~--~:~"-~~J.;~· .---;~ 

••••••••••••~••~•••••••••••~•~••~•j••••••••••••••••••s 
~ . ' ·. . :.. ..... ,.. . ::- ~ ... _______________________________ ,.;__ _______________ ~-------:-~ 

~rint('d and p1iblishcrt every \Vedn('Sdny by the Proprietors, •Tht~ AmalgaJnatcd Pr._ts~. l.t.d., The Fleet\\·ay llotts~. 
l•arru1gclon Street. Londcn. t:.0.4. Ad,·er1iscmcnt UHicc·s ~ The l_tllcctv.-ay llouse. Farringdon Street.. E.C.4 
}(1·~1s1r•rP;~ for l"rans1n1_ss1on by Canndian n1agazine post. Snb.script.icn Rates: Inland anrl Ahroad. 11/w per a.nnutn: 
5t6 for six montl.Js. Solo Agcr!ts for Au!--tralin. and ~rw Zf'aland: ~lcs~rs. Gordon & c:otch, Ltd.; and for South 

Atrica: Cr·ntrrtl Ne\\·~ Agency. Ltc1. 
New Series No. 66. s.s. Apri1 26th, 1931 • 

• 

' . . 


	NS3 066 0001
	NS3 066 0002_1L
	NS3 066 0002_2R
	NS3 066 0003_1L
	NS3 066 0003_2R
	NS3 066 0004_1L
	NS3 066 0004_2R
	NS3 066 0005_1L
	NS3 066 0005_2R
	NS3 066 0006_1L
	NS3 066 0006_2R
	NS3 066 0007_1L
	NS3 066 0007_2R
	NS3 066 0008_1L
	NS3 066 0008_2R
	NS3 066 0009_1L
	NS3 066 0009_2R
	NS3 066 0010_1L
	NS3 066 0010_2R
	NS3 066 0011_1L
	NS3 066 0011_2R
	NS3 066 0012_1L
	NS3 066 0012_2R
	NS3 066 0013_1L
	NS3 066 0013_2R
	NS3 066 0014_1L
	NS3 066 0014_2R
	NS3 066 0015_1L
	NS3 066 0015_2R
	NS3 066 0016_1L
	NS3 066 0016_2R
	NS3 066 0017_1L
	NS3 066 0017_2R
	NS3 066 0018_1L
	NS3 066 0018_2R
	NS3 066 0019_1L
	NS3 066 0019_2R
	NS3 066 0020_1L
	NS3 066 0020_2R
	NS3 066 0021_1L
	NS3 066 0021_2R
	NS3 066 0022_1L
	NS3 066 0022_2R
	NS3 066 0023

